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It is very exciting for me to witness the launch of Signature by Leopard Tours. After 30 years of 
service to visitors from different parts of the world, we are proud to have built the infrastructure 
and base including personnel to cater for a wide range of guest tour needs in Tanzania. Our 
main preoccupation has been to make safari tours as smooth and rewarding as possible, in 

recognition of the special value that our visitors attach to them.

Signature by Leopard Tours is a product of thirty years of continual search for excellence, of 
the urge to deliver a truly memorable safari tour experience in Tanzania for our visitors. It is 
equally very much a product of the development of Tanzania as a fast growing destination, 

with emerging world-class accommodations and exclusive high-end properties.

This enabling environment provided us with the direction and inspiration for designing the 
Signature by Leopard Tours vehicle, a product a level higher than the classic safari car. The 
focus is to offer a superior ride quality with a choice of amenities on board the 4x4 safari 

vehicle for our passenger guests.

I wish all our visitors a warm welcome to Tanzania and a truly enjoyable safari tour in our 
Signature by Leopard Tours vehicle.

Best wishes,

Mr Zuher Hassanali Fazal

Welcome to Signature
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Signature by Leopard Tours is a product born of 30 years of experience in operating memorable safari tours in Tanzania. This continuous quest for excellence 
provided the direction and inspiration for the design of the Signature car, which is a product, a level higher than the classic seat in a safari vehicle. The focus was to 

offer a superior ride quality with a choice of amenities on board the 4x4 safari car for our passengers.

Each car is equipped with:

• Special suspension system to counteract the uneven 
safari tracks and terrain in the game parks and maximize 
comfort when driving

• An extended body to create a comfortable seating space 
for 4 passengers (vehicle seating for 6 is available on 
request) 
 
• Recliner seats x4 with lots of leg room and aisle space 

• Wide sliding windows for viewing/sightseeing and 
photography 
 
 
• A wide window screen for guests in the passenger cabin 
to conveniently view the safari sights comfortably 

• A pop-up roof for 360 degrees viewing and photography 
both in the passenger cabin and front seat next to the 
driver 

• Air-conditioned cabins for passenger and  
driver-guide

• Mini refrigerator

• Sockets for charging electronic devices

• Free Wi-Fi

• Binoculars, wildlife books for birds, mammals and plants

• Car tracking system

• Radio call

• Plenty of room for luggage

• First Aid kit

Signature by Leopard Tours
A FLEET OF BRAND NEW 4X4 VEHICLES ESPECIALLY DESIGNED FOR YOUR COMFORT
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THE NGORONGORO CRATER 
Visitors welcome all year round. During the rainy 
season of April and May the landscape of the 
crater is lush and green. For photographers, this 

season boasts the best light of the year.

MAHALE MOUNTAINS 
The best time for chimp trekking is 
from May to October. During this 
period, chimpanzees are likely to be 

seen in big groups in the park.

THE SERENGETI 
Visits welcome all year round. During the March 
to May rains, the migration is usually in Central 
and South-eastern Serengeti, which includes the 

Ndutu region and Western corridor.

KATAVI 
During the rainy season (March – May) 
the roads are very often flooded so the 
camps are closed. In the dry season 
(June – October) it is the perfect time 
to travel to this very remote wildlife 

sanctuary.

LAKE MANYARA 
A safari is always interesting in this park depending 
on what you want to see. Between June and 
October, expect to see large mammals. During the 
wet season in November and from March to May, 

this park is a haven for bird watching.

RUAHA & SELOUS 
The rainy season is between March 
and April but there can be some short 
rains from November to February. The 
wildlife is much easier to watch during 
the dry season, which is between June 

and October.

ZANZIBAR, PEMBA, MAFIA & SONGO SONGO ARCHIPELAGO 
April and May are the wettest months and some hotels & resorts close until the end of May. The short rains and tropical showers fall in November and early December 

but should not spoil a holiday.

SAADANI 
This is the only wildlife sanctuary in 
East Africa to boast an Indian Ocean 
beachfront. The park is at its best from 
June to October. As the park is marine, 
mainland, flora and fauna, it can be very 
interesting to visit between December 
and February after the short rains. It 
is easier to spot animals around the 

waterholes.

TARANGIRE 
A park known for one of the best concentrations of 
wildlife outside the Ngorongoro crater. From June 
to October this sanctuary is absolutely amazing.

MOUNT KILIMANJARO 
Even though one can climb the mountain 
throughout the year, the best months are from 
July - September then between January and 
February. We have short rains from October to 
December, with March, April, May and early June 

being the wet months on the mountain.

The Northern Parks

Other Game Reserves & Parks

Islands & Beaches

Travelling in Tanzania - Where | When
ALL OUR NATIONAL PARKS AND GAME RESERVES HAVE RESIDENT ANIMALS, WHICH CAN BE SEEN ALMOST ALL YEAR ROUND.
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Wildlife In Tanzania

Did you know that the great migration spends almost nine months in Tanzania and only two to 
three months in the Masai Mara?

In the Serengeti and Ngorongoro Conservation area you can follow the movement of millions of 
wildebeest, zebras, and gazelles seeking fresh grazing grounds and water. From November to 
December the animals will travel within the Serengeti before heading to Ndutu, which is in the 
Ngorongoro Conservation area. During the calving season between January and March, Ndutu is 
quite a spectacle for game lovers. In April, May and June the migration is in Central and Western 
Serengeti. From June to August, some animals will be in the Grumeti game reserve while others 
will be in the Northern part of the Serengeti and Ikorongo controlled area. They then join together 
and cross the Mara river and return back to the Serengeti in November.

Did you know that you can be a Lion Guardian for a day at Tarangire National Park?

Lion Guardians is a unique approach that relies on and preserves the Masai cultural traditions of 
pastoralism whilst actively engaging these fantastic warriors in protecting lions rather than killing 
them.

The lion guardians monitor lion movements and warn pastoralists when lions are in the area. They 
reinforce protective fencing and intervene to stop lion hunting. In Kenya, the killing of lions in 
the lion guardians’ area has been nearly eliminated. Tanzania is now implementing the scheme in 
many parks. Tarangire National Park offers a half or full day nature walk with a lion guardian and 
gives an insight to how this program works and provides information on how anyone can support 
it. www.lionguardians.org

Did you know you can track chimpanzees in the Mahale Mountains?

You have the opportunity to track chimps in their natural habitat, in the remote Mahale Mountains 
in Tanzania. Watching chimpanzees in the forest is an unforgettable experience. By visiting Mahale, 
you are automatically helping to protect these animals as the park fees are put back into making 
sure that this particular habitat remains secure for over 1000 wild chimpanzees.

Did you know that you can spot dolphins, whales and turtles?

Tanzania has eight marine reserves. One of the most amazing is in the Mafia archipelago, where, 
between the months of October and March, one can indulge in a truly magical experience - 
swimming with whale sharks. During the months of September and August the humpback whale 
migration passes the south of Mafia as they head for warm waters with their calves. Between June 
and September hundreds of baby turtles make their instinctive scramble from the white sandy 
beaches to the warm Indian Ocean waters. In Zanzibar, pods of bottlenose dolphins can be seen 
almost all year round. Changuu Island (also called Prison Island) gives visitors the chance to see 
giant tortoises from Seychelles and sometimes swim with the Green and Hawksbill sea turtles.
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Tanzania | Experience The Bush 

THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO EXPERIENCE UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS IN THE AFRICAN SAVANNAH, ONE OF WHICH IS THE 
UNPARALLELED THRILL OF BEING DRIVEN IN A 4X4 VEHICLE BY PRIVATE DRIVER GUIDES WITHIN OUR NATIONAL PARKS. WE HAVE 

LISTED ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES BELOW THAT WILL FURTHER ENHANCE YOUR STAY IN THE BUSH.

Game drives in open vehicles
It is common practice to use open vehicles for safari tours in Northern Tanzania. Selected camps and lodges listed in the brochure do have special 
authorisation to conduct game drives in a completely open car that includes open sides. In the Southern parks, most camps use an open vehicle.

Walking Safaris
Probably the ultimate way to experience the bush as you view wildlife from a different perspective. A walking safari consists of walking with an 
armed ranger. This experience brings you close to the wildlife and be part of the bush. A must have experience especially in Selous and Ruaha 
(Southern parks) but also popular and not limited to in the Northern parks.

Night Game Drives
A night game drive is an exceptional activity that you can add to your safari. It offers the opportunity to spot a range of nocturnal wildlife that 
is generally unseen during the daylight hours. It is a great way to see predators hunting. Lions typically go after large prey at night and hyenas 
mostly hunt in the dark.

Nature Walk
Nature and cultural walks are an amazing way to get to know and meet our local communities. You can plan to walk in our coffee plantations 
around Arusha or Karatu, meet Masai warriors and/or go for an early morning hunt with the Hadzabe tribes around Lake Eyasi.

Boat Safari
Selous Game Reserve and Saadani National Park in the South of Tanzania offer the chance to explore the bush by boat. This type of safari gives 
you the opportunity to see the animals coming to the water’s edge getting you closer to hippos and crocodiles. If you are an ornithologist, this 
unique experience should be in your itinerary.

Canoeing
Arusha National Park and Lake Duluti, which are in the north of the country, offer canoeing where children are also welcome. Arusha National 
Park has beautiful landscapes and can be the perfect place to see flamingoes.

Horse riding
An activity that takes place at the Dolly Estate near Arusha where as you ride, there are possibilities of seeing some game such as zebras, 
wildebeests, giraffes, elands (known as the biggest antelope in Africa) and much more. Singita Game Reserve near the western corridor in the 
Serengeti offers equestrian safaris.

Bush meals
Bush meals are quite an experience in Tanzania. Most lodges and camps can tailor make a bush breakfast, lunch or dinner where guests can 
experience a sunrise in the savannah whilst enjoying a hot cup of coffee or dine under the stars around a bonfire whilst a chef prepares a hearty 
meal.

Balloon safaris
A major highlight and a must-do activity in Tanzania is the hot air balloon safari. You can fly over the Serengeti and Tarangire National Parks 
as the sun rises over the African savannah. A balloon safari gives a unique perspective to wildlife viewing. On landing, there is celebratory 
champagne before heading out to an amazing ‘Out of Africa’ breakfast.
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IN THE FOLLOWING PAGES YOU WILL FIND THE PICTOGRAMS DETAILED BELOW TO COMPLETE THE AMENITIES INFORMATION 
ABOUT EACH PROPERTY:

Family friendly 
properties

Pool or natural 
plunge pool

PADI diving 
center

Fishing

Properties with 
facilities for 
disabled or 

limited mobility 
travellers

Butler service

Cultural 
experiences

Bird Watching

Air conditioning 
in the rooms

Wi-Fi

Golf

Fan in the rooms

Gymnasium

Lion Guardians

Spa

Biking

World Heritage 
Site
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Tanzania
MAP OF SAFARI AREAS & NATIONAL PARKS
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Arusha

Arusha is the gateway to world famous game reserves and national parks such as the Serengeti, Ngorongoro, Tarangire and Lake Manyara. It is one of the oldest 
towns in Tanzania. From being a small German garrison post in 1900, Arusha has expanded to become the tourist capital of Tanzania with a population of about 
500,000 people. At 1,390 meters above sea level, Arusha enjoys a pleasant climate throughout the year. Positioned at the centre of Africa between Cape Town and 

Cairo on the Great North Road, Arusha is the administrative seat of the East African Community made up of Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi.

Kilimanjaro International Airport is located approximately one hour from the city centre and Arusha Municipal Airport is on the outskirts of the city, which runs 
domestic flights.

Driving distances

Arusha – Tarangire: 2 hours

Arusha – Lake Manyara: 2 hours

Arusha – Ngorongoro Crater: 3 - 4 hours

Arusha – Lake Ndutu: 6 hours

Arusha – Serengeti (Seronera): 7 - 8 hours

Flights

Arusha – Tarangire: 15 minutes

Arusha – Lake Manyara: 15 minutes

Arusha – Lake Ndutu: 1 hour

Arusha – Serengeti (Seronera): 1 hour 10 minutes
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Activities & Experiences
ARUSHA IS MORE THAN THE GATEWAY TO THE NATIONAL PARKS OF NORTHERN TANZANIA. THERE IS MUCH ON OFFER AND 

TOURISTS SHOULD CONSIDER ADDING A COUPLE OF DAYS IN ARUSHA TO THEIR ITINERARIES TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE MANY 
ACTIVITIES ON OFFER.

WALKING SAFARI & CANOEING: LAKE MOMELLA IN ARUSHA NATIONAL PARK

Arusha National Park is a beautiful national park in Northern Tanzania. Located 40 minutes from the city, the sanctuary 
offers wonderful views over Mount Meru. On a clear day Mt Kilimanjaro is easily visible from the park.

A walking safari on the foothills of Mount Meru is a fantastic way to start your journey in Tanzania. A guide and armed 
ranger will accompany you through the walk providing fantastic opportunities to view a variety of animals such as, 
buffalos, waterbucks, giraffes, warthogs, pairs of wide-eyed dik- dik, zebras, baboons, blue monkeys and the acrobatic 
black-and-white colobus monkeys. In addition to this, the park has an incredible variety of fauna and flora as well as an 
abundance of bird species. The Lesser flamingos have included the park in their migratory routes. Depending on the 
seasons, there is a chance to arrange a canoe safari inside the park on one of the smaller lakes in Momella.

• A walking safari (2 to 3 hours, preferably during the morning)
• A scenic canoeing safari (2hrs)

THE KAHAWA EXPERIENCE: FAIRTRADE & ORGANIC COFFEE FARM

This experience involves visiting a group of farmers who reside in the small village of Nkoaranga, which is near Arusha 
on the slopes of the spectacular Mount Meru. It gives an insight to the journey of the coffee bean. Tanzania is a key 
name in exporting coffee (Arabica) and due to small farmers struggling with making a decent living individually, the 
group of farmers in this village have united to create a fair-trade cooperative called the Aranga Coffee Group. They 
produce organic coffee, which is exported around the world.

This walking tour includes a visit to the primary and/or secondary school of the village and the oldest church on 
Mount Meru. The local guide will inform you about the local shambas (farms) where a variety of crops are grown. 
Some of these are, bananas, maize, beans and other fruits and vegetables. The tour concludes with a big African lunch 
within the garden of the cooperative with a menu featuring chapatti, ugali, roasted banana, rice, goat meat sauce and 
seasonal fresh fruit. After lunch, you are invited to visit a nearby roasting factory to tickle your taste buds with freshly 
brewed coffee and a chance to take away your favourite flavour.
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GOLF: MOUNT KILIMANJARO AS A BACKDROP

The Kilimanjaro Golf Club or Kiligolf (as it is more commonly known) is located near Usa River, which is a small town a 
40 minute drive away from Arusha. It is set in 1,040 acres of prime African bush land, nestled between Mt Kilimanjaro 
and Mt Meru. To the south stretches the Masai steppe and the great ridges of the ancient eastern arc chain, the Pare, 
Usambara and Blue Mountains, all of which are visible from the estate.

The presentation of the course is highly unique, with each hole blending effortlessly in to the natural canvas of the 
terrain. Indigenous plants, native grass and trees add to the individuality of the landscape, providing golfers with a 
memorable scenic experience. The greens are large, with subtle changes in elevation as the location demands. All are 
built to USGA specification - the accepted standard for high quality surfaces throughout the world. Bunkers have been 
strategically placed to allow golfers a fair route to the fairways and greens. The clubhouse itself is slightly raised above 
the fairway and green levels. At the nearby driving range, players can enjoy a spectacular view of Mt Kilimanjaro whilst 
undertaking practice sessions.

• 18 holes championship golf course
• Golf clubs available for hire

MOUNT KILIMANJARO & MOUNT MERU: SCENIC FLIGHT

This is a lifetime experience. A scenic flight from Arusha provides an opportunity to experience and film the beauty 
of the landscapes dominated by two giants, Mount Meru and Mount Kilimanjaro. The Cessna Grand Caravans are ideal 
for filming as the cargo door can be removed and the location of the plane’s wings do not obstruct your view from 
the aircraft. Flying early morning is extremely comfortable as most of the time the air is still, which encourages an 
incredibly smooth flight. It is the best time because the mountains get covered with mist later on in the morning. Flying 
around Africa’s highest peak is quite a remarkable experience. As sunrise approaches with a pinkish- orange dawn 
embracing the mountain, the plane will fly next to Mawenzi – the second highest peak, then towards Kibo, Kilimanjaro’s 
highest peak. The Shira plateau with its snowy peaks, the forests and the valleys of the old lava flows are visible too.

• It is advisable to take the scenic flight early in the morning: between 06.30 and 07.00 from Arusha
• Maximum seating capacity: 12 passengers
• Total flying time: 1h30min (to and from Arusha including the scenic flight)

KASKAZI: HORSE RIDING NEAR ARUSHA

Horse riding takes place 40 minutes away from Arusha at the Dolly Estate, which is in Usa River. There is something 
for all skill levels. Those with little riding experience can enjoy a gentle gallop along dusty tracks where wildebeests 
and antelopes are known to graze contently. Accompanied by tour guides you can expect to explore the meandering 
paths spotting a rich array of wildlife. The Gerenuk in Tanzania is known as one of the most elegant of mammals and 
is regularly seen at this estate. Riding can be arranged in the morning and/or afternoon and can be combined with a 
meal at the polo club. Additionally, guests can enjoy a breath-taking sundowner with a drink or two.

• 2 hours ride (depending on pace)
• Morning riding departures: 09.30
• Afternoon riding departures: 15.30
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A DAY AT SHIRA CAMP: MOUNT KILIMANJARO

You might not have enough time to climb Africa’s highest mountain Kilimanjaro, but you can certainly dedicate a day 
to this legendary UNESCO World Heritage site. The Shira Plateau is one of the most scenic and fascinating areas on 
Kilimanjaro.

The day starts as early as 6am with a pick up at your hotel in Arusha and a drive through the rich agricultural area at 
the base of Mount Meru. It is a spectacular drive with breath-taking views of Mount Meru and the Great Rift Valley. You 
will reach Shira trailhead – Morum gate at around 10am and commence your 3-hour trek. The road climbs more steeply 
up a rough track moving quickly through the different layers of vegetation, from thick mountain forest with towering 
trees gradually giving way to the giant heath. These giants initially tower 10 to 15 feet high but as you get higher they 
become gradually shorter. When you crest the final rise on Shira plateau they are only a few feet high. From Morum 
gate, your guide will carry trail food and a picnic lunch. Each hiker needs a small rucksack to carry water and warm 
clothes as the weather can change incredibly quickly given that the clouds swoop down from the summit. At 2pm, you 
will have your picnic lunch and rest for an hour. At 3pm you start your descent back to the Morum barrier. You return 
to the vehicle and bump down the track across the plains back to Arusha. Your arrival back at your hotel is estimated 
by early evening.

AFRICA AMINI ALAMA: MASAI LODGE

Africa Amini Alama is a registered non-profit association. Austrian doctors founded it as a private initiative in 2009. 
Since its inception, Africa Amini Alama has launched a range of projects dedicated to health care, education, social 
care, tourism, and agriculture. Each single project is carried out on-site by a local team and supervised by Africa Amini 
Alama on a long-term basis. In this context, the aim of Africa Amini Alama is to help to bridge the way to self-help, 
to provide stability and security, while promoting cultural togetherness and strengthening the foundation of future 
developments in the Masai and Meru region. You can opt to spend a couple of days before or after your safari in the 
middle of the wilderness of the Masai steppe at Africa Amini Masai lodge. Our ten bungalows are designed with hand 
crafted furniture and offer great views of Mount Meru and Kilimanjaro, behind which lies the border of Kenya, home 
to the Masai people. This is the perfect place to get to know more about the most famous tribes of East Africa, their 
cultures and rituals. At Masai lodge it’s all about togetherness, traditions, stories and learning from each other.

• The lodge is a 2h 30min drive from Arusha
• It is a joint project between Africa Amini Alama and the Masai people living in Ngabobo and is 100% sustainable 
tourism
• Activities: Nature walks with a Masai guide, donkey ride, Masai women workshop, visiting
vibrant markets and a traditional boma
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Arusha | Our Selection Of Hotels 
Lake Duluti Lodge
Lake Duluti Lodge is one of the finest countryside retreats that have perfectly incorporated the authentic African rural life setting with the amenities and service 
rivalling the best lodges in Africa. The lodge is located on the shores of a scenic crater lake, inside a thirty acre coffee farm in an exclusive area outside Arusha town. 
Each chalet faces the coffee farm and has an amazing view of the indigenous trees surrounding the lodge. Consisting of 18 beautifully designed African ‘kibandas’ 
(chalets), Lake Duluti Lodge offers a peaceful, calm and rejuvenating atmosphere. The chalets are all set apart from one another, with private verandas to enjoy the 
view. The lodge offers walking, bird watching, mountain biking, coffee tours and village tours in the immediate area, as well as canoeing on Lake Duluti.

Arusha Coffee Lodge
Arusha Coffee Lodge is on the outskirts of Arusha, hidden amongst one of Tanzania’s largest coffee plantations. With its expansive views of Mount Meru, the place is 
definitely a perfect haven for relaxation either before or after your safari. Arusha Coffee Lodge has been designed around the original landowner’s home that dates 
back to the early 1900s. The old colonial ambiance starts at the lobby with its comfortable leather sofas, chairs, brick walls, wooden floors and the fireplace. Each of 
the 30 plantation houses has a split-level bedroom and living room areas, private deck patios with a palate of earth colours that reflect the surrounding land.

Kili Villa
Kili Villa  offers luxurious villas distinctively decorated to showcase the best of local African design and craftsmanship combined with colonial style furniture. Built 
around a central private courtyard, each villa boasts a reception, living and dining room with the ground floor hosting two suites with bush or pool views and an 
additional guest bathroom. The second floor holds suites with views of the pool or surrounding bush and both Mount Meru and Kilimanjaro. All suites encompass a 
private terrace. The Kili Golf course is listed in the “Top 10 Best golf courses of Africa.” For friends or families, the villas are perfect to unwind at your own pace before 
starting the journey to the northern parks or relaxing after the safari.
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Legendary Lodge
Legendary Lodge is located within a working coffee farm just outside Arusha. It is set in lush tropical gardens with stunning views of nearby Mount Meru. The main 
house was built in the early 1900s and has certainly kept its sense of grandeur. The lodge is made up of 10 cottages and two family cottages, all of which are huge, 
luxurious, and beautifully designed to incorporate a unique blend of African arts and crafts. The cottages include a separate lounge with a fireplace and the en-suite 
bathrooms have deep tubs and refreshing showers. Meals can be taken at the old farmhouse, or opt for more privacy and enjoy in-room dining. For a slow-paced 
safari take an extra day at Legendary Lodge to make the most of the fitness suite, Legendary Spa, and more of the sumptuous fare.

Siringit Villa
Siringit Villa is built on the fifth hole of the Kili golf course. It is a luxurious six-bedroom private house nestled between the peaks of Mount Meru and Kilimanjaro, both 
of which are clearly visible from the property on a clear day. This golf and safari retreat is tastefully decorated. The staff will make you feel at home with excellent 
food and a personal touch. The six generous and exquisitely decorated bedrooms, each with its own private en-suite bathroom, have been designed to meet the 
requirements of the most discerning visitors. All rooms can be configured as either double, twin or even triple and include a well-decorated seating area. The 
gorgeous living room, the fine dining area, the breakfast room, the outside terraces, the lush gardens and the heated infinity pool all combine to guarantee a highly 
enjoyable stay in Arusha. Bookings for Siringit can either be by the room or for the private and exclusive use of the entire villa.

Onsea House & Machweo Wellness Retreat
Onsea House & Machweo Wellness Retreat is perched on a hill with spectacular views across a valley and Mount Meru. These are two ventures of a small boutique 
property, which happens to be a blissfully relaxing place where anyone will feel at home. The original colonial farmhouse, Onsea House is set to the side and offers 4 
rooms and a family suite. Next door, the pretty modern but charming Machweo offers several honeymoon suites and a number of cottage rooms spread out across 
the hillside. This very friendly retreat is renowned for its top gourmet cuisine. Every evening, just make yourself comfortable in the beautiful dining room and terrace 
and await the entertainment. Sunset evenings from Onsea House are unforgettable.



Tarangire National Park

Tarangire National Park lies 120 km south of Arusha. It covers an area of 2,850 square kilometres and displays a wide range of wildlife, with an ecosystem where 
the vegetation and the range of animals found are closely correlated. The principal features of the park are the flood plains and the grassland, mainly comprising 
of various types of acacia trees, a few scattered baobabs, tamarind and the sausage trees. The Tarangire River, after which the park is named, provides the only 

permanent water supply for the wildlife in the area.

When the Masai steppes dry up with the end of the long rains in June, migratory animals return to the Tarangire River, making Tarangire National Park second to 
Ngorongoro in the concentration of wildlife. This period stretches between June and November and it is the best season for game viewing.

The most common animals found in the park include zebras, wildebeest, lions, leopards, waterbucks, giraffes, elephants, gazelles, impala, gerenuk, lesser kudu and 
the beautiful fringe- eared oryx. You may be lucky to spot the tree-climbing python, for which the park is famous for, or the kudu and the roan antelope, which are 

rare species in Northern Tanzania. Over 300 species of birds have been recorded in the park.

Airstrip: Kuro airstrip located inside the park - 15minutes flight from Arusha.

Activities: Night & day game drives • Walking safaris with rangers • Nature walk with the lion guardians • Early morning balloon safari
Cultural experiences in Masai villages • Day trip to see the rock paintings UNESCO sites
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KONDOA ROCK PAINTING SITES

These are located on the eastern slopes of the Masai escarpment bordering the Great Rift Valley, which is about 3 hours 
drive from Tarangire National Park. It’s an amazing day trip to drive to these UNESCO World Heritage sites, as they 
are a testimony to the lives of hunter-gatherers and agriculturalists that have lived in the area over several millennia. 
According to UNESCO the exact number of rock art sites in the Kondoa area are not yet known but it is estimated that 
there are between 150 and 450 decorated rock shelters, caves and overhanging cliff faces. They are still used by some 
local communities for ritual activities such as rainmaking, divining and healing.

Hunter-gatherers were the earlier inhabitants dating back many thousands of years ago, among them ancestors of 
modern Sandawe who speak the click language and once occupied the Heritage area but have now moved south and 
west. About 3000 years ago, pastoralists began to filter into the area from the north bringing with them cattle, while 
iron-working farmers only arrived after about AD 1700. Early pastoralists may have been Cushitic ancestors of modern 
Iraqw, followed later by ancestors of Masai. The farmers were and are mainly Warangi who now dominate the area.

The similarities with images from southern and central Africa, together with their distinctive streaky style and rare 
depiction of domesticated animals, make them unique examples of hunter-gatherer rock art at its northernmost limit, 
although, the Sandawe are very distantly genetically linked with the South African bushmen. Scientists found more 
similarities between the Kolo rock paintings and some Bushmen paintings found in Northern Zimbabwe. According to 
UNESCO, the paintings found in the Drakensberg or in the Kalahari are completely different.

Most of the rock art sites are stable and relatively well preserved, although the rock shelters with paintings are located 
on the slopes of the escarpment or on the plateau and are generally surrounded by a wooded or bushy environment, 
there are some threats due to village land use practices. In particular, village farming, cattle grazing and harvesting of 
forestry resources are encroaching on the areas surrounding the rock art sites.

The forested or wooded environment surrounding the rock art sites creates a desirable protective measure for the 
paintings as this minimises the effects of the sun, wind and dust.
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Tarangire | Our Selection Of Camps & Lodges

Kuro Tarangire
Kuro Tarangire is a seasonal tented camp set amidst a grove of acacia and kigelia trees, a stone’s throw away from the Tarangire river along which much wildlife 
moves. The area sees the rhythmic movement of wildlife as it traverses the park from the hills in the west to the swamps on the eastern side, and between the north 
and the south along the river line. From a distance you will barely notice the camp. It is so well settled into the surrounding bush that it is merely part of the landscape. 
Kuro is definitely an intimate camp with six beautifully appointed tents, each with large comfortable beds, verandas and en-suite hot-water bucket showers. A family 
tent, consisting of two en-suite bedrooms and an adjoining sitting area, is also available (but we don’t recommend the camp for children under 12 years). If you really 
want to immerse yourself in this wilderness, lace up your hiking boots and head out with an experienced guide on a bush walk to encounter the amazing creatures 
that are fortunate enough to call the Tarangire landscape their home.

The camp is closed from mid-March to the end of May

Oliver’s Camp & Little Oliver
Oliver’s Camp & Little Oliver’s have a great location further south of the park. These two camps are for safari adventurers who want to feel the dust of Africa beneath 
their boots on a walking safari, drink in the cool moist air of a night drive, and have the scent of warm rain on hot earth fill their nostrils. They are perfectly located 
to ensure an excellent all year round Tanzanian experience as each passing season paints the park in vivid new colours.

At Oliver’s, the 10 en-suite safari tents offer bush luxury without superfluous frills, which include the spacious outdoor shower perhaps the one extravagance you’ll 
happily allow. Located alongside a permanent wetland and with excellent views, each thatch-covered tent creates a unique experience. Oliver’s has one tent that can 
accommodate a family of four but we don’t recommend the camp to children below 12 years.

Situated a kilometre down the river with views of the Minyonyo pools is the Little Oliver’s camp. With just 5 tents it offers a more private safari experience. Large 
decks give you ample space to witness the wildlife wandering towards the natural pools. The camps are specialised in guided walking safaris lasting from a few hours 
to several days. Guests can additionally enjoy exciting fly camping under the stars. Towards the end of May, when the annual rains come to a close, the lush grasslands 
and profusion of wildflowers provide the best opportunity for walking safaris.

The camp is closed from 1st April to 15th of May



23

S i g n a t u r e  b y  L e o p a r d  T o u r s

Sanctuary Swala
Sanctuary Swala is located on the edge of the Gursi swamp, which is a secluded area of southern Tarangire renowned for its large family herds of elephants and 
concentrations of lions. Rolling savannah, punctuated by majestic baobab trees and ancient acacias, surrounds Swala. This luxurious camp and its 12 ‘canvas pavilions’ 
are raised on wooden platforms set under a canopy of acacia trees. 

The main dining area, deck and library are lifted on stilts around an enormous and ancient baobab tree. Elephants and great prides of lions stroll across the plains, 
and can easily be seen from the rooms and the camp’s infinity edge pool. You can enjoy the novel experience of watching great beasts at the watering hole, whilst 
you bathe in yours! When staying at Swala you will have the sensation of giving something back. The camp’s cultural programs include helping a local special needs 
school and supporting an important beekeeping project.

The camp is closed between April & May.

Ecoscience Lodge 
Ecoscience Lodge is a luxury boutique lodge created by the world-renowned volcanologist Doctor Ben Beeckmans. The lodge is set within a fragile savannah 
environment, roughly around 80 hectares bordering the Tarangire National Park. This Masai land is locally known as the ‘mini Serengeti plains’ because of its proximity 
to major wildlife migration corridors. Elephants, wildebeest, zebras and other ungulates, followed by their predators, cross these plains twice yearly in search of food 
and water.

Ecoscience is truly an architect–designed boutique lodge. The minimalist concept recreates Masai huts offering an original and very modern version. There are six 
large rooms with king size beds and fantastic views across the valleys and hills. The spectacular restaurant features a fireplace and a grand piano for live entertainment 
and background classical music/jazz.

What makes Ecoscience special is its science centre where guests can undertake a detailed course in geomorphology (the science of landscapes), including lectures 
on the structure of the earth, the different types of rock and lava, continental build-up and movement, and, of course, an introduction to volcanism. Due to the 
Lion Project being based at the lodge research centre, Ecoscience is the perfect place to stay for enthusiastic guests, eager to learn more about the challenging 
cohabitation between lions and the Masai.
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Tarangire Treetops 
Tarangire Treetops is an up-in-the-air experience. It is one of the most famous lodges in Tanzania sitting serenely in a private game reserve bordering the Tarangire 
National Park. As you arrive at the lodge, you are immediately greeted by a blaze of colour and a host of smiles all of which belong to the local Masai tribesmen 
who have become an integral part of the enchanting story of Tarangire Treetops. Centred on the main lodge, which in itself encases around a very old baobab tree, 
Tarangire Treetops comprises of 20 thatched tree house suites that are built on platforms high amongst the branches of the baobab, mopani and wild fig trees. With 
a spacious floor space of 65 square metres, each suite is enclosed in mosquito netting and the walls are, in fact, flaps, which can be rolled up to create a feeling of 
space and bring you in closer contact with the bush.

The restaurant area built around a 700-year-old baobab tree is renowned for its creative menus. Dinners are often moved to the traditional boma with its roaring 
campfire or, around the swimming pool, lit by candles. The perfect way to complete a day’s safari is at the Baobab bar, built around a gracious old baobab tree, where 
you can enjoy a refreshing cocktail while watching the incredible Tarangire sunset.

At Tarangire Treetops you can spend your days enjoying game drives in the nearby national park, spend some time at the pool looking over the surrounding bush or 
at the lodge’s waterhole, a hugely popular spot for elephants in the dry season.

Nimali Tarangire
Nimali Tarangire is an exclusive luxury lodge located in a private concession, on the eastern boundary of Tarangire National Park. The lodge and its six tented suites 
are situated alongside a riverbed, well hidden amongst acacia and baobab trees. The main area comprises of a spacious lounge, library and a central dining area that 
overlooks the swimming pool and a waterhole that attracts wildlife. Natural materials are merged with contemporary decor, to provide a unique and unforgettable 
bush experience. Selections of safari books are available for guests to read. Every evening, guests are able to relax in the lounge and enjoy sundowners by the fireplace. 

Each of the six stylish tented suites are well laid out and have a private deck overlooking the sand river. Every tent is comfortably furnished with rain showers, vanity 
with double basins, writing desks with ample charging points, and a reading corner. The tented suites are a mix of contemporary and earthy style, completed with 
fixed bathroom walls & wooden doors. The spacious decks outside each tent provide an exceptional experience for guests to relax and unwind as they take in the 
sights and sounds of the natural surroundings. They are additionally used for morning tea or coffee and/or private in-room dining.

Nimali can organise morning walking safaris to get up close and personal with the wildlife, night game drives to see the nightlife of the park and reveal the elusive 
magic of nocturnal Africa, and can arrange visits to local Masai bomas, which is a great opportunity of gaining a deeper understanding of the lives and culture of 
the Masai.
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Tarangire Silale Luxury Tented Lodge 
Tarangire Silale Luxury Tented Lodge is expected to open in 2017 and will be amongst the most luxurious lodges set in the heart of Tarangire National Park.

The lodge will overlook the huge Silale swamps, an amazing area for game viewing. The Tarangire river is fed by the Silale swamps which soak up enough water in the 
wet season to ensure flow throughout the year. During the dry season, as water sources dry up, herds of elephants, buffalos, zebras and wildebeest migrate to Silale, 
which is one of the only permanent sources of water at large.

Set on a rocky hill, the lodge layout will be carefully designed to achieve the perfect blend with the natural environment and obtain uninterrupted breathtaking views 
of the great swamps. The lodge will feature 20 luxurious and spacious tented suites with wooden floors and oversize floor-to-ceiling glass panels at the front affording 
guests a wide view from inside to the natural scenery outside over the balcony. The en-suite bathrooms will include two separate showers one of which will be an 
open-air shower and bathtub. The restaurant and the infinity pool will offer endless views over the African savannah.

Tarangire Silale will offer various activities and experiences, which include:

• Walking safaris: in this spectacular and remote part of the park a nature walk will be
exhilarating and memorable. Guests will depart during the early hours in the morning with an experienced guide and an armed park ranger to discover the vast array 
of animals and birds that reside within Silale swamps

• The night game drives will be another highlight of activities offered by the lodge. As darkness falls, the safari vehicle will drive in to the savannah to spot nocturnal 
animals such as bat eared foxes, African wildcat, serval cats, genets and civets. The larger predators are active during the night too so it is common to spot leopards 
hunting in the woodland margins or lions on the plains

• Bush meals will be part of the Silale experience. Bush breakfast, lunch, sundowner or a bush dinner will definitely create a memorable experience for our guests



Lake Manyara National Park

Located about 125km west of Arusha town, under the wall of the Great Rift Valley, Lake Manyara National Park is one of the oldest and most popular parks in East 
Africa. It has a large variety of habitats, making it possible to support a wealth of wildlife in its small area. These include the ground water forest, open grasslands, the 

acacia woodland, the rift wall and the shallow soda lake, which in itself occupies 70% of the National Park total area of 330 square kilometres.

The park is famously known for its tree-climbing lions, which are occasionally seen along branches of acacia trees. Other animals found include buffalos, elephants, 
leopards, baboons, impala, giraffes, zebra, wildebeest, ostrich and hippos. Popularly referred to as an ornithologist’s paradise, Lake Manyara National Park contains 
over 400 bird species. Common water birds to be seen here are pelicans, spoonbills, Egyptian geese, hammer kops and the migratory flamingos, which arrive in vast 

numbers creating one of Africa’s great natural sights over the soda lake.

Airstrip: Lake Manyara airstrip is located on the escarpment a 10-minute drive from the national park. It is a 25 minute flight from Arusha

Activities: The treetop walkway: is a 500m air walk and provides a unique birds-eye view of the Lake Manyara landscape
Night & day game drives

Walking safaris with rangers and guides
Mountain biking down the Great Rift Valley wall

 Cultural experiences with a farming tour around the nearby village of Mtu wa Mbu
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& Beyond - Lake Manyara Tree Lodge
& Beyond - Lake Manyara Tree Lodge is the only lodge located inside the park. Hidden away high in the trees within a secluded corner of the national park, the lodge 
is one of the most luxurious in Tanzania.

Each romantic suite is a lofty tree house with a private veranda and large windows that open up to the lush forest, welcoming the sights and sounds of the African 
bush. Woodchip paths and natural branch railings blur the edges between the natural and the manmade, while wooden interiors and thatched roofs invite the 
surrounding forest indoors.

The 10 suites are spacious with comfortable lounging areas on the deck and in the room. Each tree house has an outdoor shower, bath, and double basin. A soak in 
the large freestanding tub offers a panoramic view with an open air shower behind a simple bamboo screen.

The lodge pool beckons like a cool oasis in an ocean of shady green. Generous decks suspended above the forest floor open up to a wooded embrace. Split-level 
sitting and dining rooms combined with high thatched ceilings to create a sense of space, while warm wood interiors and understated sofas carve out cosy corners.
Breakfasts, picnic lunches, and sundowners can be enjoyed at the lakeshore, and lunches can be taken on private decks nestled in the mahogany forest. Delicious 
dinners can be arranged at the guests’ private decks, in the sala or at the forest boma dining area.

Escarpment Luxury Lodge
Escarpment Luxury Lodge is located at the edge of Lake Manyara and offers amazing views of the lake and the gorge upon which the lodge perches. It houses 16 
beautiful private chalets each with its own private deck, wooden floors, wide windows and doors that add to the natural feel of the lodge.

Every effort has been made to ensure comfort and luxury. This includes air conditioning, large beds with sumptuous linen, leather sofas in private lounge areas, 
outdoor showers and deep bathtubs from which you can survey the bush and the lake. Stroll through the lodge grounds with a Masai warrior and unravel the little 
mysteries that nature has to offer while taking in the grandeur of the Great Rift Valley and the splendid views of Lake Manyara National Park down below. A private 
massage in the chalet or on its deck is definitely the perfect way to relax from game drives or nature walks.

Lake Manyara | Our Selection Of Camps & Lodges
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Lake Manyara Kilimamoja Lodge 
Lake Manyara Kilimamoja Lodge is nestled on the rim of the Great Rift Valley, offering unparalleled views of Lake Manyara, Mount Meru and Kilimanjaro on a clear day. 
The lodge is set on pristine lush green gardens and local vegetation with over 130 species of birds. All 50 suites and 2 bedroom luxury villas have panoramic views 
of the surrounding area. The rooms are tastefully decorated with all the amenities one would expect from a 5 star rated property.

 It includes an indoor and outdoor shower, bathtub, air-conditioning, a fireplace, Wi-Fi, mini bar, safe and private balcony. At the centre of the lodge is the main house, 
which is furnished in rustic style with modern amenities. It comprises of a bar and lounge, billiards room, spa, outdoor fire pit, a rim flow pool, a fine dining restaurant, 
a formal and informal lounge, a cigar bar and a boma dining experience which will make your stay memorable.

Chem Chem
Chem Chemis a treasure for travelers seeking a new experience and an adventure in a slow paced safari. Burrowed in-between the beautiful waters of Lake Manyara 
and the Tarangire National Park savannah, Chem Chem is located in a private sanctuary surrounded by an oasis of palms and stunning views of the Rift Valley’s 
western escarpment that make it an ideal safari escape.

Eight stylish, secluded tented-style suites have been exquisitely decorated to offer 5-star accommodation, each with spectacular private lake views. Each 100sqm 
suite has been created with a combination of canvas, lava-stones, wood, and are set at least 80 metres apart to ensure complete privacy. Each tent boasts a luxury 
bathroom with indoor and outdoor showers, a reading corner, dressing room, dressing gown and slippers, yoga mats, private patios complete with a luxurious day 
bed. In addition to this, there is a family suite, which consists of two rooms built on the same platform and interlinked via a small wooden bridge.

The pool is discreetly hidden within the trees so as to escape from the afternoon heat. The Chem Chem Amani spa offers a new meaning to utter relaxation. An eagle 
nest viewing tower offers superb views of Lake Manyara National Park.
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Little Chem Chem 
Little Chem Chem is situated in a private concession next to the Tarangire National Park. The camp overlooks Lake Burunge and the Babati mountain range, which 
provides a spectacular backdrop to the southwest. Surrounded by impressive baobab trees, Little Chem Chem is best described as a vintage style camp.

It offers five exquisitely decorated tents, each with a large bedroom, a rocking chair, a study desk, a vanity area complete with a dressing room and an en-suite 
bathroom with a shower and flushing toilet. Embracing an ‘Out-of-Africa’ atmosphere, each tent offers a private fire pit with flames that are mesmerising as the 
sounds of an African night come to life all around to you.

The intimate, elegant and authentic ambience is the ultimate setting from which to explore Africa on foot. Slow down and indulge in a sensual vintage safari.
Game drives (night and day) are the main activities that take place at Little Chem Chem but the camp is ideal for walking safaris. The well-trained field guides will 
direct you in a quest to recognise and track animal spoor, often leading you within 15 metres of these majestic animals.

Manyara Ranch Tented Camp 
Manyara Ranch Tented Camp is within the heart of the Manyara Conservancy, which is supported by the African Wildlife Foundation and partners with the Tanzania 
Land Conservation Trust. The trust holds the land for the benefit of local pastoralist Masai communities and conservation of wildlife and the habitat. Situated between 
Tarangire and Lake Manyara national parks, Manyara ranch lies within the Kwakuchinja wildlife migration corridor, home to over 50 species of mammals.

It is a small and intimate safari camp with just 8 large and comfortable tents. A number of hides and blinds have been established next to waterholes where guests 
can secretly view wildlife drinking water and loitering around. The camp offers a range of activities which include game drives in open vehicles, professionally guided 
game walks, night drives, game viewing from hides, visits to the local Masai community and day trips to Tarangire and/or Manyara National Parks.



Karatu & Lake Eyasi
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Karatu is a colourful bustling town located between Lake Manyara and the Ngorongoro Crater. Surrounded with the lush green vegetation of the Ngorongoro forest 
the rolling hills of Karatu are home to many farms and coffee plantations.

It is the perfect place to relax and gives you the added opportunity to explore the beautiful landscapes at your own pace. Whether you want to bike along a dirt 
country road for pastoral views, hike inside the lush Ngorongoro highland forest, or climb a hill for some great views, you can most definitely find something for 

everyone.

An hour’s drive away from Karatu brings you to Lake Eyasi, which is a soda lake that dramatically differs in scenery in comparison to the farmlands of Karatu. The 
seasonal lake lies within the famous Rift Valley under the Ngorongoro highlands.

Lake Eyasi’s water levels vary greatly between the rainy and dry seasons. During the dry season the lake is virtually non-existent and animals are forced to share 
what is left of the water. This makes wildlife viewing easier. The lake can get quite deep during the long rainy season in April and May and attracts hippos, as they are 

known to enjoy a cooling off session in its brackish waters.

Lake Eyasi is best known as a bird lover’s paradise. On the eastern shore, palm trees border the water and make a home for a number of birds, which vary in size and 
colour. Some of the bird species found here include the African spoonbill, flamingos, gray headed gulls, great white pelicans, pied avocet and yellow-billed storks. 

The main fish found in the lake are catfish and lungfish.

The Hadzabe people are mostly renowned for their hunting abilities in the Lake Eyasi region and opportunities to accompany them in the early morning hours can be 
arranged. The tribe has lived the same way on the banks of the lake, unencumbered by the outside world for many years. Hadzabe are the last remaining ancestors 
of the most ancient hunters and ethnic gatherers in Africa. According to their origin Hadzabe have more in common with San Bushmen in the Kalahari Desert of 

southern Africa. They are small in stature, physically slight and their language contains click sounds as that of the ethnic Bushmen of the Kalahari Desert.

They are professional hunters known to use a variety of skills and methods to attract baboons, birds, antelope and buffalo with hand-made bows and arrows. They 
sometimes hide under the animal’s skin and await vultures for an easy catch upon landing. The Hadzabe are not known to store food, plant trees or build houses. They 
would instead make temporary huts from dried grass and intertwined branches, and move in accordance with the local animals. Moving camp is easily accomplished, 

as their possessions are few in number and enough to transport on their backs.

In addition to the Hadzabe, the Nilotic-speaking Datoga tribe lives near the lake too. These pastoralists are skilled silversmiths and supply the Hadzabe with iron tips, 
knives and spears in exchange for honey and fruits. They originate from the horn of Africa and are thought to have immigrated some 3000 years ago. They wear 

traditional dress decorated in coloured beads and the women often have facial scarification for beauty.

A half or full day tour, which includes visiting the Hadzabe and Datoga tribal homesteads can be organized including accompanying the Hadzabe people on an early 
morning animal tracking trip, learning about their way of life, medicinal plants and much more.

Activities in Karatu & Lake Eyasi: 

Nature walks in coffee plantations

Nature walks and treks in the Ngorongoro Crater highland forest

Early morning hunting with Hadzabe tribes near Lake Eyasi

Cultural experiences with Datoga and Iraqw tribes

Cycling tour in the hills surrounding Karatu or to visit its vibrant and colourful market

Quad bike rides is another way to experience rural Tanzania
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The Manor at Ngorongoro
The Manor at Ngorongoro lies within the Shangri-La estate, a 1500-acre Arabica coffee estate adjacent to the famous Ngorongoro Conservation area. Surrounded by 
lovely gardens this amazing property is a reminiscent of a country farm with quaint Cape Dutch-style architecture. Located adjacent to the Ngorongoro Conservation 
Area, it is an exclusive safari experience combining East African safari hospitality with timeless architecture and décor.

The main house comprises a large and comfortable lounge area decorated with elegant colonial dark wood furniture, Persian rugs and an open fireplace.
The 10 cottages are dotted throughout the gardens (two rooms in each cottage). All have views over the surrounding coffee plantation and the rolling green hills of 
the escarpment beyond.

Each Manor cottage suite has its own private entrance and adjoining private sun terrace. A double open-fronted log-burning fireplace divides the room interior that 
mirrors the traditional Cape Dutch architecture. The en-suite bath and shower room possesses a Victorian-style claw-footed bath, as well as twin vanity basins and 
a large ‘rainfall’ shower. For families and friends the Sable cottage is the perfect option. It is divided into two floors and has three bedrooms, a small separate dining 
area with a lounge and fireplace that can be used for intimate and private dinners and lunches.

Meals at The Manor at Ngorongoro are sumptuous affairs to be enjoyed in the formal dining room, the dining conservatory or privately in your cottage. African cuisine 
is complemented with a bottle of fine wine from the Manor’s private wine cellar. Light lunches are available on the open terrace overlooking the estate and a picnic on 
the crater floor makes for a unique African experience. Among all the activities available from The Manor, one not to be missed is the horse riding in the coffee estate.

Plantation Lodge
Plantation Lodge is a stylish and private retreat set on a working coffee farm outside Karatu in the Ngorongoro highlands. This family-run property has the feeling of 
an old colonial farmhouse with its series of white buildings spread out amongst a beautifully kept grass lawn. It has the comfortable and intimate feel of a beautifully 
run guesthouse where the gardens and vegetable patches are all rich, verdant and plentiful. They attract a wide range of birds such as the colourful Fischer’s lovebirds 
or the yellow-bellied.

The lodge offers 22 rooms and suites distributed throughout the flowering gardens, some with verandas and direct access to the garden and others purely boasting 
a spacious and tranquil place in which to relax and unwind. The rooms are elegant with large beds, en-suite bathrooms and wood burning stoves in each of the sitting 
rooms. The decoration is made of African safari antiques and Tanzanian arts and crafts, while modern amenities ensure that you’ll have a comfortable stay. There are 
two family units (with two bedrooms) and a honeymoon suite situated apart from the other rooms, offering more privacy for the romantic couple. It features a cosy 
fireplace, terrace and special shower & jacuzzi bath.

The large pool at the bottom end of the garden overlooks the valley below and offers an ideal place in which to cool off after a day out in the sun or simply relax on 
a lounger. Plantation Lodge is renowned for its food and the quality of service offered.

Karatu & Lake Eyasi | Our Selection Of Camps & Lodges
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Neptune Ngorongoro Luxury Lodge
Neptune Ngorongoro Luxury Lodge is a remarkable lodge set in 50 acres of unspoiled wilderness. It literally puts you deep within the forest and the bush of the 
Ngorongoro volcanic landscape while enveloping you in pure comfort. This retreat has one of the best locations, a few steps from the gate of the national park and 
20 minutes drive away from the Ngorongoro Crater. Neptune Ngorongoro features 20 spacious (130sqm) and luxurious cottages. 

Each of them has a lounge, bedroom, en- suite bathroom with a dressing room, and a private terrace. Expansive private viewing decks lead into beautifully furnished 
living spaces, all with open-air fireplaces and separate dining areas. The décor reflects sophisticated European style blended seamlessly with indigenous African 
touches while modern amenities ensure comfort and care.

Enjoy a refreshing drink or tea for your afternoon break on the large outside viewing terrace or in the comfortable and spacious living room heated by the open fire 
place. Indulge in moments of relaxation at the swimming pool or at the Mvua African Rain spa after a full-day’s game drive. Bush dinners and sundowner cocktails 
are organised with reservation in dedicated areas around the camp and are served around campfires to give you the true safari experience.

Ngorongoro Oldeani Mountain Lodge 
Ngorongoro Oldeani Mountain Lodge is a new 5 star colonial lodge situated in Karatu, less than 10km drive from the Ngorongoro Crater Lodurate gate. The lodge is 
set over 50 acres with spectacular views of the Ngorongoro highlands, Lake Eyasi valley and the Oldeani Mountains. The lodge has 24 cottages (two rooms in each) 
and 2 family villas (with 2 bedrooms). All the rooms are tastefully decorated and feature indoor and outdoor showers, slipper baths, air-conditioning, a fireplace and 
a private balcony.

Enjoy a pre-dinner cocktail in the cigar bar or under the stars by the fire pit with view over the mountains. Dinner is served in the grand and elegant dining room. The 
lodge offers a private ‘ravine dinner experience’ in a nearby secluded bush ravine.

The comfortable lounge is the perfect place to enjoy true hospitality during the cool evenings in the highlands.
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Acacia Farm Lodge
Acacia Farm Lodge is a charming country lodge located high on the spectacular Great Rift Valley’s escarpment area. The lodge enjoys marvellous views of Karatu 
farmlands and the nearby Ngorongoro forest area. A timeless tranquillity emanates from the exuberance of birdsong, mature trees and the lovely coffee plants. The 
28 chalets are positioned within a coffee farm and each has a private deck with an amazing view of the farm. With their contemporary African style they offer a 
unique and desirable mix of simplicity and opulence, space with a comfortable lounge and comfortable en-suite bedroom. 

The excellent butler service makes sure that each of the guest’s needs has been taken good care of. Last but not least, the cuisine on offer is modern African with 
an international twist. The main focus will be the professional and seasonal utilisation of the local organic and fresh products with the cooking style that is globally 
palatable.

The Retreat at Ngorongoro
The Retreat at Ngorongoro is set within 30 acres of land overlooking the Ngorongoro Forest. Everything has been done to emphasize on the beauty of nature and 
the abundant birdlife in the area. As you walk around the lodge, you will be amazed at how nature has been integrated into the property. The 21 cottages are tastefully 
decorated offering a generous 100sqm floor space encompassing a dressing area, bedroom, and bathroom facility, as well as a deck. Due consideration has been 
made to ensure that space, privacy and close to nature experience is enhanced.

The lodge welcomes all guests to visit its orchard and vegetable garden, especially those with young children. Most of the vegetables and seasonal fruits served in 
the lodge originate from here. It is possible to take a guided walk through the Ngorongoro forest, visit a real rainforest and waterfalls. Walking or biking around the 
Tloma village is the best way to meet the local people.
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Gibbs Farm
Gibbs Farm is a working farm located in a beautiful area surrounded by rolling hills. Built in the early 20th century by the Germans, Gibbs Farm is one of the oldest 
coffee farms in Tanzania. It is spread over 30 acres of quality organic coffee, 10 acres of organic vegetables, fruits, 5 acres of flowers, herbs and a working dairy. There 
is a tree nursery on the farm where hundreds of young saplings are grown to encourage the growth of native tree species in the area.

The historic farmhouse and its 17 cottages are still today the heart of this historical African farm. Each cottage, nestled in its own secluded flower garden, has spacious 
interiors with panoramic windows, private veranda, a wrap-around fireplace, and garden bathroom with indoor and outdoor showers, generous bathtub as well as a 
garden fireplace. There are resident naturalists, guides, artists and indigenous healers at the African Living spa. You can wander through extensive floral & medicinal 
gardens, a private forest reserve and explore the coffee plantation. Gibbs Farm is also very famous for its amazing home-cooked meals.

Kitela Lodge
Kitela Lodge is a small and exclusive lodge situated on a hill, overlooking a coffee plantation as well as the eastern wall of the Ngorongoro Crater and a beautifulwaterfall. 
It is surrounded by lush and beautiful landscaped flower gardens. The 20 charming cottages are built in the style of an old colonial farm. They offer large and tastefully 
decorated suites, each with a fireplace and their own stand-alone bathtub. The lovely heated swimming pool is the ideal place to relax after your wildlife activities, 
whilst still embracing the surrounding landscape. All meals are prepared with fresh organic products grown on site and served in the elegant restaurant or alfresco 
on the deck. Kitela can organise guided walks into the Ngorongoro forest, visit Masai villages, coffee farms and local traditional brick makers.

Kisima Ngeda Tented Camp (Lake Eyasi)
Kisima Ngeda Tented Camp is not a luxurious camp but it is situated within a spectacular landscape. An intimate tented camp set under the shade of a grove of doum 
palms naturally gives a feeling of being within an oasis on the eastern shore of Lake Eyasi.

Kisima Ngeda offers stunning views over the seasonal soda lake looking up to the Ngorongoro Conservation Area on one side and across to the Alipi escarpment. 
From the camp you can experience the daily life of the last few remaining hunter/gatherers, the Hadzabe as well as their pastoralist nomadic counterparts the Datoga.

There are seven tents, each of which are built under a thatched structure, ingeniously made almost entirely of palm and with scrupulous attention to the use of 
ecologically sound materials. Each tent has a private veranda overlooking the lake. The cosy lounge area is the perfect place to relax before or after dinner.



Ngorongoro Conservation Area - The Crater
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A UNESCO protected World Heritage Site and an International Biosphere 
Reserve, The Ngorongoro Conservation Area is situated some 190 kilometres 
west of Arusha, between Lake Manyara and Serengeti National Park. Covering 
approximately 8,288 square kilometres, the Ngorongoro Conservation Area 
consists of the Ngorongoro Crater itself, the Olduvai Gorge, Ndutu, the Empakai 
Crater and the Oldonyo Lengai Mountain. The Ngorongoro Conservation Area 
is a pioneering experiment in multi-purpose land use where people (the Masai), 

their livestock and wildlife co-exist and share the same protected habitat.

Wildlife in the Ngorongoro Conservation Area is protected and both the 
Ngorongoro and Empakai Craters are reserved exclusively for the resident 
animals, whilst people, wildlife and livestock share the rest of the conservation 
area. The Masai, who are the main residents of Ngorongoro, are pastoralists 
who move widely with their herds of cattle, sheep, goats and donkeys in search 
of pasture and water. In recent years the Masai have been encouraged to work 
within the land and supplement their traditional diet of milk, blood and meat.

The Ngorongoro Crater, which is the central attraction in the area, is the largest 
caldera in the world that has its walls intact. The crater floor, a sheer drop of 
610 metres below the crater rim has an area of 265 square kilometres, with a 

diameter of 19 kilometres. The sight of the crater is simply breathtaking.

The crater floor is covered with plain animals, to include wildebeest, zebras, 
gazelles, elands, rhino, and a large predator population of lions, cheetahs, 

leopards, hyenas and jackals. These can all be viewed at close quarters.

The altitude at the crater rim is about 2286 metres above sea level and 
temperatures can really drop in the evening.

Activities in Karatu & Lake Eyasi: 

Private bush lunch on the crater floor

Nature walks around the crater rim

Trekking to Empakai Crater and Olomoti Crater

Visit the Olduvai Gorge: The most famous archaeological site in Africa

Visit Masai villages
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& Beyond Ngorongoro Crater Lodge
& Beyond Ngorongoro Crater Lodge is a unique property occupying a spectacular spot right on the rim of the crater. In this place of dramatic contrasts, where 
the exuberance of Versailles meets the ancestral Masai culture, anything is possible. Nowhere else on earth can you wake up among all the trappings of an elegant 
baroque chateau, brocade sofas, gilt mirrors, beaded chandeliers and panelled walls, and be instantly transported into one of the most famous African landscapes 
with just one glance out the window.

The Ngorongoro Crater Lodge comprises of three discrete and separate small camps. Even though the lodge has 30 suites altogether, each camp has its own 
separate dining and lounge area, which helps to maintain the exclusive feel.

All the suites are essentially the same. They are adorned with graceful antiques and elegant African treasures. The bedroom, sitting room and en-suite bathroom 
boast floor-to-ceiling glass windows overlooking the magnificent crater below. In each room, a fireplace sits in the corner, and is usually lit in the evenings. A personal 
butler discretely caters for each guest’s need, offering bed tea, stoking fireplaces and drawing luxurious bubble baths. The attention to detail makes the rooms 
incredibly cosy and a great place to relax at the end of a long day out on safari. There is no spa but in-room massages can be arranged.

Lemala Ngorongoro Tented Camp
Lemala Ngorongoro Tented Camp is an intimate camp set in a delightful ancient acacia forest on the rim of the crater, next to the quiet Lemala access route. A key 
advantage of staying at Lemala Ngorongoro is the quick and easy access into the crater floor. Game drives from the camp may start as early as 6.15am and there is 
no time-wasting at the gate as you can drive straight down to the floor within 10 to 15 minutes. It is a good spot for walking amongst the forests and the hills of the 
crater rim, or to visit the local Masai village of Irkeepusi.

The camp has 12 spacious canvas tents to ensure intimacy and minimal impact on the pristine forest environment. Throughout the tent, a wooden floor has been 
laid on top of the canvas floor. The tents accommodate two queen beds with winter weight duvets and hot water bottles. They are warmed in the evenings by a gas 
heater, ensuring a cosy night’s sleep. The spacious en-suite bathrooms contain a dressing area, flush toilet and a large safari shower.

The mess tent is beautifully furnished with grand sofas, lamps, bookshelves, chests, rugs, and corner cabinets in old wood. In the evening, guests gather around the 
campfire to exchange tales of the day’s safari followed by a sumptuous hearty meal.

Ngorongoro Crater| Our Selection Of Camps & Lodges
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The Highlands
The Highlands is set on the edge of the mountain forest hugging the Olmoti volcano some 40 kilometres to the north of the Ngorongoro Crater. It is an amazing new 
property, striking a perfect balance between a true wilderness experience and a high style, contemporary escape. The camp has jaw-dropping views spanning east 
and west, with stunning sunsets and sunrises framed by the Gol Mountains in the northwest, the Empakaai Crater in the east and the Olmoti Crater rim to the south, 
one can be sure to have an amazing scenic experience. The region is a botanist’s dream, showcasing a landscape of mountain forests, open grass plains and swampy 
marshland, each with a splendid variety of vegetation and fern species.

Reflecting the traditional Masai bomas that dot the surrounding landscape, eight incredible domed suites offer king-sized beds with floor-to-canvas-ceiling bay 
windows opening out to the spectacular views. These domes are efficient to heat and much easier to keep warm throughout the night than a traditional Meru tent. 
The large windows offer a 180-degree view straight from the bedroom and allow for a spot of stargazing in the evening. Carefully positioned for maximum privacy 
high on the slopes of the volcano, all guests enjoy sweeping views all the way to the Serengeti.

The Highlands use state-of-the-art technology to minimise the ecological footprint of the camp. This includes a full solar plant, a biogas digester that produces the 
methane used for cooking, rainwater collection off all tents and a reverse-osmosis plant for producing pure drinking water, thus cutting down on plastic bottles. 
The Highlands gives the opportunity to do some great walks and cultural activities such as: The Olomoti climb, which follows an ancient Masai cattle trail through 
mountain forest, grasslands and rocky outcrops. Make the most of outstanding bird watching opportunities and the chance to see a vast array of butterfly species. 
At the top, you are rewarded with a magnificent view of the crater below. Visit the Empakaai Crater, famous for the pink flamingos that congregate on the shores 
of its sparkling soda lake. Spend some time in the neighbouring Masai villages to learn about the traditional way of life, and of course enjoy a game drive within the 
famous Ngorongoro Crater.

Sanctuary Ngorongoro Crater Camp  
Sanctuary Ngorongoro Crater Camp is set on the rim of the crater with spectacular views. A major advantage of this camp located on the eastern rim is that guests 
can leave their tent and be at the crater floor taking photographs during the beautiful morning golden light within 15 minutes. It is the perfect place for a nature walk 
with a ranger or a visit to a Masai boma.

The camp offers 12 luxury safari room tents, each with its own en-suite bathroom and indoor bucket shower, with a personal tent attendant filling your bucket showers 
to the perfect temperature from outside whenever required. The tents feature hairdryers, plug points and a small sitting area, where early morning coffee and biscuits 
can be enjoyed before starting the day’s incredible game viewing.

The three large and comfortable communal tents provide a dining area where scrumptious meals are served, a lounge area perfect for afternoon relaxation, and 
lounge bar where pre-dinner drinks are served. All of the main areas include breath-taking views of the spectacular forest scenery and large trees surrounding this 
intimate camp. The lounge is the perfect place to sit and relax with your favorite drink soaking up the unparalleled views of the Ngorongoro crater. You can decide 
to warm up around the campfire sharing stories and adventures of the day during a sundowner.



Ngorongoro Conservation Area - Lake Ndutu & Olduvai Gorge

Ndutu is located in the Ngorongoro Conservation Area, 
within the south-eastern plains of the Serengeti ecosystem. 
The plains around Ndutu are the main holding ground 
for migratory animals where vast herds congregate and 
linger for more than four months before they start moving 
across the Serengeti in search of greener pastures and 
water.

There are two lakes in the area, Lake Ndutu and Lake Masek, 
which form shallow basins where water accumulates from 
the nearby areas of slightly higher altitude.
The water in both lakes is extremely saline, too saline 
for human consumption but perfect for wildebeests. 
Surrounded by the woodlands and the short grass, the 
lakes become alive with animals during the migration 
providing ample cover and food.

Ndutu area forms an important part of the Serengeti 
ecosystem, in particular the short grass plains, which 
provide calving grounds for wildebeest and other 
migratory animals, usually taking place between January 
and March. “This is their home pastureland, the only place 
of any protracted residence,” wrote David Martin in his 
Ngorongoro guidebook. Almost 400,000 wildebeest 
calves are born in Ndutu during a 6-week period usually 
between late January and mid-March.

Airstrip: Ndutu (1hr flight from Arusha)

Activities 

Off-road game drives

Nature walks

Balloon safaris

A visit to the Olduvai Gorge - the most famous archaeological site in Africa

Big herds of migratory animals in their hundreds of thousands can be seen here from December before they start 
fanning out into central Serengeti in April/May, with predators including lions, cheetah, hyenas, and jackals closely 
following. Ndutu is famous for its resident game, including a significant lion and cheetah population to include leopards, 
genets, striped hyena, elephants, impala, hartebeest, giraffes, dik dik, and reedbucks, which are viewed throughout the 
year. There is good bird life around the lakes. Lake Ndutu is specially visited by large numbers of the lesser flamingos 
regularly.

A stopover in Ndutu is highly recommended en-route the Serengeti or on the way back to the Ngorongoro Crater.

40

S i g n a t u r e  b y  L e o p a r d  T o u r s



OLDUVAI GORGE

Olduvai Gorge is the most famous archaeological site in East Africa. It was created about 30,000 years ago by the erosion of an incised valley draining water from 
the Ndutu Lake into the Olbalbal depression located at the foot of Ngorongoro. The gorge is part of the Serengeti migratory ecosystem. Erosion has carved its way 
through different geological strata spanning two million years from the emergence of the Genus Homo to the appearance of our species Homo sapiens.

The gorge contains one of the richest and finest-preserved archaeological and paleontological records for the study of human evolution.

During the 1930s, British paleoanthropologists Louis and Mary Leakey found hundreds of fossilised bones and stone tools in the area dating back millions of years, 
leading them to conclude that humans evolved in Africa. They unearthed a fossil hominine skull of an Australopithecus Boisei there in 1959. Dated at 1.8 million years 
old, it was, at that time, the oldest known human ancestor.

Visit the museum founded in 1970 by Mary Leakey before walking down the gorge with a guide from the museum.
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& Beyond Under Canvas
& Beyond Under Canvas is a luxurious semi-permanent tented camp that moves around the Serengeti bringing guests within close range of massive herds of the 
Great Migration. This is the ultimate in luxury camping, complete with a private butler service, chandeliers, silverware, crystal and comfortable beds with fluffy duvets. 
Experience a classic Tanzanian safari in spectacular solitude and soothing comfort - with only the canvas walls of your tent separating you from the wonder of the 
Serengeti. Carefully positioned for close proximity to the wildlife herds of the Great Migration, the two & Beyond Serengeti Under Canvas camps provide the ultimate 
viewpoint for this amazing spectacle. With nine tents nestled at each private campsite, enjoy the indulgence of complete comfort combined with the authenticity 
of nights spent in the African bush. 

A dedicated sitting and dining tent provides deep sofas from which to contemplate the vastness and peace of the surrounding landscape. Custom made Indian rugs 
and polished brass samovars add a touch of elegance and romance. Relax under the dark velvet night sky and sample hearty cuisine served on sparkling crystal and 
silver that reflects the twinkling light of millions of shining stars. Cluster around a roaring campfire to share stories of the day’s magic and listen to the African night 
come alive.

Lake Masek Tented Camp
Lake Masek Tented Camp is situated in the Ngorongoro Conservation Area overlooking Lake Masek, one of the two saline lakes in the Ndutu area. This unique location 
is witness to the annual Wildebeest Migration which takes place from December to April each year but there is the resident big five all year round in the area. Lake 
Masek tented camp has 20 spacious tents each built on a raised wooden platform with a veranda from which guests can observe the wildlife visiting the lake. The 
bedroom area has ample space and is tastefully furnished. The bathroom area with twin washbasins, a standalone bath and an outside shower is separated from the 
bedroom by way of a screen. Guests can enjoy a relaxing bath or take a shower under the stars. 

The main thatched building is taken up by a large lounge and dining area which opens out onto a sizeable wooden deck. It has good views over Lake Masek, broken 
by the occasional flat-topped acacia. The camp can organise escorted hikes with Masai guides. It is an extraordinary opportunity to walk together with a very 
experienced guide who will introduce guests to his culture and everyday activities.

Ngorongoro Conservation | Lake Ndutu  
Our Selection Of Camps & Lodges
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Lake Ndutu Luxury Tented Lodge
Lake Ndutu Luxury Tented Lodge is located within the Ngorongoro Conservation Area, in the Ndutu region. This small property was built to blend into the natural 
environment dominated by acacia trees with a clear view of Lake Ndutu. All natural vegetation is preserved and the wildlife has a natural undisturbed stroll to the site.

The area is a prime location to view the resident game and an ideal stopover to the neighboring Serengeti National Park (35 minutes drive). From December to March 
sometimes up to April, the Great Migration literally congregates and lingers around the lodge in search of greener pastures and water.

The lodge is beautifully designed with the major element of design ‘space’ in mind. It has twenty large and well-appointed permanent tent structures cleverly built 
on stilts offering the true African safari experience.

The airy and spacious (70sqm) tents feature a large bedroom with wooden floors and oversize floor- to-ceiling glass panels at the front affording guests a wide view 
from inside to the natural scenery outside over the balcony. Fresh colours and natural carvings with the traditional African culture are used as the central theme 
of interior decor. The en-suite bathrooms include two wash hand basins, a flush toilet and two separate showers one of which is an open-air shower, with hot and 
cold running water. All the 20 guest rooms including the family suites feature hardwood beds with mosquito netting, bedside tables, sofa seats with a coffee table, 
a writing desk with a chair, wardrobe, dressing table, hair dryer, safe deposit box, a mini fridge, ceiling fan, mosquito spray and wipes, luggage rack and a private 
balcony with chairs and a coffee table. All the tents are provided with 24 hours electricity and free Wi-Fi access.

Each of the two sets of family suites has three en-suite tented rooms interconnecting through a bridge-like deck sharing the same platform. They include a ramp for 
the physically challenged to provide easy access and mobility.

The in-house restaurant features a large wooden deck of its own overlooking views of the stunning African savannah. One of the finest bush chefs and his team of 
waiting staff have a variety of cuisines on offer to cater for the diversity of guests visiting. These include continental with a blend of Chinese, Italian and Indian. The 
Masai boma at the lodge is an exciting new feature introducing guests to the Masai way of life. The chefs use the boma to host social barbeque evenings with an array 
of foods to get the gastronomic juices flowing. The local Masai sometimes arrive and entertain the guests with their traditional dances over a bonfire. The boma was 
built by commissioning the neighbouring Masai people to promote and encourage a source of income for the local community. The Masai women have additionally 
enhanced the boma by adding their creative art on the clay cladded walls.

Private game drives can be conducted by the lodges highly qualified safari driver-guides in specially designed safari vehicles. Each car is open on the sides (rolled-up 
canvas) to maximize game viewing and photography, with a high canvas roof for shade. Walking safaris can be organised with the lodge naturalists and a park ranger.

It is a great opportunity to learn fascinating facts about wildlife, nature, birds, reptiles, insects and medicinal use of plants.



Empakai Crater, Lake Natron, Oldonyo Lengai 
 t h e  u lt i m at e  a d v e n t u r e  d e s t i n at i o n s

Lake Natron is located in the north of the Ngorongoro Conservation Area in Africa’s Great Rift 
Valley. It lies on the base of the spectacular Oldonyo Lengai (Mountain of God in Masai language), 
an active volcano. The area around Lake Natron is often described as having a desolate and 
almost lunar beauty. Walks around the lake and to the streams and waterfalls along the nearby 
escarpment make for a fantastic adventure off the beaten track. The lake is quite shallow, less 
than three meters deep, and varies in width depending on its water level. The temperatures in 
the lake mud can reach 50 degrees celsius where evaporation causes high alkalinity. It is said the 
lake’s high alkaline environment is a barrier against predators trying to reach the flamingo nests.

The soda lake is believed to be the only breeding area for the endangered Lesser flamingos 
that live in the valley and it is said to be the world’s most important breeding site for these 
flamingos, accounting for 75% of the global population. There are around 3 million flamingos 
in the world, with between 1.5 and 2.5 million located in East Africa’s Rift Valley lakes. There are 
only 4 confirmed breeding sites in the world, namely Lake Natron in Tanzania, Great Rann of 
Kutch in India, Sua Pan in Botswana and Etosha Pan in Namibia.

THE EMPAKAI CRATER 
This is one of the most beautiful craters in the Ngorongoro Conservation Area. Empakai is in 
fact a collapsed volcanic caldera situated on the eastern side of the UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, an hour and a half drive from the Ngorongoro Crater. The Empakai Crater offers walking 
adventures in a beautiful natural amphitheatre. It covers approximately six square km at the 
altitude of 3280m above sea level, overlooking Lake Natron and the Oldonyo Lengai volcano 
lying below the Great Rift Valley Wall.

Due to the high altitude, the area is often shrouded in mist and combined with the emerald 
colour of the lake, which creates an atmosphere straight out of a fairy tale. The crater floor 
is covered with a deep soda lake, which supports varieties of birds including flamingos. It is 
also inhabited with waterbucks, buffalos, bushbucks, leopards, monkeys, sunbird, turaco, flower 
plants, herbs and trees.

From Ngorongoro Crater you can drive up to the outer rims of the Empakai Crater, before 
taking (depending on your fitness), the 45-minute walk down the path through the forested 
slopes to the crater floor. The views from the rim over the crater to Oldonyo Lengai are thought 
to be some of the most spectacular in Africa. On clear days you can see Mount Kilimanjaro.

OLDONYO LENGAI | “THE MOUNTAIN OF GOD”
Located at the southern end of Lake Natron, Oldonyo Lengai is an extremely fascinating volcano 
as it is the only active volcano known to produce carbonatite lava. This type of lava is very 
unique because the temperature is around 500°C, about half the temperature of normal basalt 
lavas, and it flows with a viscosity almost as fluid as water. The symmetrical, steep classical 
strato volcano rises majestically about 2000m from the East African Rift Valley depression to 
a summit elevation of 2890m. The volcano has more than one active centre and most of the 
recent eruptions were from its northern crater. Subsidiary cones extend out from the centre 
and down its sides.

The fertile foothills and slopes are cultivated by the agricultural Iraqw ethnic group in to citrus 
fruit plantations. The steep higher slopes are covered with oak, birch and beech. Above 6,500 
feet a few plants are found scattered among ashes, sand and fragments of lava and slag.
It is possible to organise the climbing of the Lengai even though it is known as a physically 
demanding climb. Its steep slope makes it a challenge to climb up as well as to climb back down 
as the day time heat is unbearable. The best time to climb is at night when the temperatures are 
lower. The climber witnesses the amazing sunrise at the summit and tracks back down before 
the scorching heat kicks in.
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Lake Natron Camp
Lake Natron Camp overlooks the Oldonyo Lengai volcano and is set in a dramatic location surrounded by the most breathtaking scenery in East Africa. It is a simple 
and special camp designed to be extremely eco-friendly. All structures are removable, the toilet systems are the composting type and the operation is extremely 
easy. All waste is removed from the site to a sand trap far away from any water source. The natural springs in front of the dining and lounge tent provide year round 
supply of water. It has a number of natural swimming pools complete with relaxation zones with shade netting. The area is warm all year round so the ten tents have 
been carefully designed to deal with the extreme habitat. Each tent has its own view of the exquisite scenery with vistas of the Rift Valley volcanoes and Lake Natron. 
There is a screened area at the front of each tent complete with chairs and a table for watching the sunrise with a drink.

As there are a number of activities offered, a minimum two-night stay is recommended for this ultimate adventure destination.

Swimming: Cool off in any one of the natural plunge pools in front of the camp. There is a larger natural pool nearby suitable for swimming.

Flamingo and bird watching: The Lake flats surrounding the water’s edge contain small streams, lakes and hills that provide a variety of hospitable environments for 
birds that thrive in the alkaline oasis. The camp can organise evening or morning walks to the lake, pond and/or marsh for bird watching.

Hominid footprints: Walk to hominid footprints found within the camp’s private concession. New research has confirmed these track-ways to be 120,000 years old, 
making them the oldest Homo sapiens track-ways yet discovered.

The Ngare Sero River: Arises in the Ngorongoro Highlands and travels northeast for 3-4 kilometres, descending in a series of picturesque waterfalls that are a tranquil 
location for post- climb relaxation. The warm mineral-rich water forms a series of pools that are ideal for bathing and the easily forded rapids allow a pleasant walk 
up to the first of the waterfalls. For the adventurous, there is a second set of waterfalls further up the river that can be reached after a day’s journey. 

Ngare Sero source adventure hike: Is a full day hiking deep into the Ngare Sero gorge to see the source of the river. A picnic lunch is taken and at least 3 liters of 
water is required.

The Great Rift Valley hike: This adventurous hike (6 hours) is a great alternative to climbing Lengai. The trek leaves at dawn from the camp with a transfer to the 
base of the rift valley wall. Guests will scale the wall on foot, ascending close to the Ngare Sero gorge to enjoy the dawn. Once on top it will be the perfect place to 
enjoy a picnic breakfast with views over the most dramatic landscapes of the region.

Sundowner with a view: Take a 10-minute drive to the top of a nearby hill and enjoy a beautiful sunset overlooking Lake Natron, the majestic Lengai and Gelai 
mountains and watch the sun go down behind the escarpment of the Great Rift Valley.

Special expeditions: Participate in a two nights trek from the Ngorongoro Highlands, climbing Oldonyo Lengai volcano then trekking to the Gol mountains, biking 
from Klein’s gate to the lake. As well as the amazing scenery all these adventures are a fantastic way to witness the changing lives of the Masai in both Ngorongoro 
and the Natron region.

Empakai Crater, Lake Natron, Oldonyo Lengai  
 Our Selection Of Camps & Lodges
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Loliondo Game Controlled Area
Loliondo game controlled area is located in between the Ngorongoro Conservation Area, Lake Natron 
area and the Serengeti National Park. These vast open landscaped and rocky outcrops, visited by a small 
percentage of tourists, offers stunning panoramic views. Loliondo is an important part of the Serengeti 
ecosystem and is roughly a third of the size of the Serengeti National Park. As there are no fences, the 
game controlled area is home to a significant amount of resident wildlife population, including zebras, 
wildebeest, elephants, buffalos, impala and all the big cats that depend upon these mammals for food. The 
southern plains of Loliondo are home to the herds of the Great Migration from December to March, when 
wildebeest and zebras migrate into the area and in Ndutu to start their calving season.

Loliondo has a huge Masai community area with several vibrant Masai settlements in Olosokwan, which 
is in the north near the Kenyan border, and in Piaya, based in the far south of the area. For guests looking 
for something more than game viewing, Loliondo gives opportunities to add great cultural experiences 
with the Masai. The walking safaris are very special. Accompanied by a Masai tracker you learn about the 
use of local trees and plants in their traditional society, as well as identify tracks, small critters and insects. 
All game drives are in open-sided vehicles and the safari camps offer night game drives to spot nocturnal 
animals.

Klein’s Camp
Klein’s Camp is a small luxury lodge set in its own private concession, an area famous for its enormous prides of lions, as well as some of the best leopard viewing 
in Tanzania. Perched on the edge of the Kuka hills, the lodge boasts magnificent views on this exclusive wilderness landscape that borders the vast Serengeti plains. 
Klein’s camp is both personal and intimate with just ten thatched stone cottages made of local stone and makuti thatch. The camp overlooks a popular route used by 
the herds of the Great Migration when moving between north and south so twice a year, the valleys below are filled with a jostling throng of zebras and wildebeest.

Buffalo Luxury Camp
Buffalo Luxury Camp is set on a private concession, 5 km from Serengeti National Park’s Klein’s gate. Set on a hillside, the views from the camp are spectacular. The 
camp has 15 canvas tents uniquely designed to embrace the beauty of the Serengeti and create an intimacy with the surrounding environment and wildlife. Each 
split-level suite tents has a veranda, comfortable lounge area, bedroom and bathroom. As well as being a base for game drives into the Serengeti, Buffalo Camp can 
offer unrestricted off-road driving, night drives, guided nature walks and a fascinating insight in to the culture of the local Masai tribesmen and women.
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Mwiba Wildlife Reserve | Mwiba River Lodge
Mwiba Wildlife Reserve is a privately managed reserve bordering on to Maswa Game Reserve in the north, 
the south of the Serengeti National Park and the Ngorongoro Conservation Area. The wildlife reserve 
which is about 134,000 hectares was originally established with the aim of improving conservation efforts 
and expanding the wildlife viewing areas to the south of Serengeti National Park. 

The landscape is characterised by rolling hills, kopjes, thickets, waterholes and rivers where pools form the 
contained water all year round. The constant supply of water acts as a magnet for wildlife in the dry season 
when southern Serengeti and the Ngorongoro Conservation Areas dry out. The Great Migration reaches 
into this area when at its southernmost point between December and March. 

Wildebeest and zebras will travel for weeks between Ndutu, Loliondo area and Maswa/Mwiba, bringing 
with them a throng of predators. Mwiba clearly targets low-volume, high-end safaris where guests have 
almost exclusive use of a large area of wilderness.

Mwiba Lodge
Mwiba Lodge is a stunning property in a spectacular location, set inside the Mwiba concession. Overlooking a rocky gorge on the Arugusinyai River, the lodge is set 
amongst massive stone boulders, ancient coral trees and acacias. Safaris are excellent all year round due to 33 freshwater springs situated on the concession. A guest 
at Mwiba lodge will experience the unique and remote scenery where you hardly meet any other travellers. The main building housing the library, lounge, bar and 
dining room, a collaboration of both traditional and modern design elements feature layers of textured creams paired with tans and accents of black and charcoal. 
Soft linen sofas, ornately carved tables and cascading lighting stand in contrast to dressed stone pillars and mantles.

Absolutely immaculate in its design, the lodge offers eight warm, cosy and romantic suites. They are gorgeously appointed and placed in perfect seclusion on timber 
platforms overlooking the splendid views of the gorge and African savannah. The vast interiors feature a pale palette of cream and tan, incorporating a lounge and 
bedroom area leading out onto a spacious private veranda. Fans and the evening breeze air-conditioning system cool the king-sized beds swathed in netting at night. 
The adjoining en-suite bathrooms feature indoor and outdoor showers, as well as enormous bathtubs with spectacular views.

The grey slate-lined infinity pool overlooks three springs where guests can enjoy their drinks around the pool and take in the sights and sounds of the wildlife beneath 
them. In-room spa treatments and a gym room allow you to work off the indulgences of a decadent menu served up by the chefs.

From December to March the Great Migration and the calving season can be witnessed on a daily basis from the lodge. Day and night game drives, bush walks with 
the knowledgeable Mwiba guides will introduce the happy few to magical experiences.

An added must is the fact that one can interact with local tribes while staying at Mwiba. Forage with the Hadzabe hunter-gatherers, consult the wisdom of a Sukuma 
medicine man and join the warrior-pastoralist Masai and Datoga tribes for a sunset tradition.

Mwiba Lodge is definitely the ultimate luxury bush destination. It is an exclusive retreat mixing both traditional and modern design elements. The most sophisticated 
Tanzanian hideaway!

Access: You can drive to Mwiba or fly to the lodge from Arusha, Lake Manyara or Serengeti. Mwiba Lodge is a two-hour game drive from the Ndutu airstrip. From 
Ngorongoro, Mwiba Lodge is a three- hour drive from the crater.



The Serengeti National Park
Covering an area of 14,763 square kilometres, the 
Serengeti is the largest and the oldest National 
Park in Tanzania. It is a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site and recently proclaimed 7th place as a World 
Wild Wonder.

The park is located about 320km (6hrs drive) to 
the northwest of Arusha, lying in a high plateau 
between the Ngorongoro Highlands and the 
Kenyan/Tanzanian border and extends almost to 
Lake Victoria to the west. Aptly named “endless 
plains” by the Masai people, an immediate feel of 
this vastness is experienced upon entering the 
southeastern plains of the park from Ngorongoro.

The principal features of the Serengeti are the 
short and long grass plains in the south and east, 
the acacia Savannah in the central areas, the hilly 
and densely wooded areas in the north and the 
extensive woodland in the west.

There is a variety of scenery, which includes the 
plains, lakes, hills and the rocky outcrops called 
kopjes. The main game drive areas in Serengeti 
are the Seronera Valley, the Western Corridor, and 
Lobo or Northern Serengeti. The Seronera Valley in 
central Serengeti
 
endowed with permanent surface water attracts a 
large concentration of wildlife throughout the year.

According to UNESCO and Frankfurt Zoological 
Society, Serengeti is home to some 2 million 
wildebeests, 900,000 Thomson’s gazelles and 
300,000 zebras as the dominant herds. Other 
herbivores include 7,000 elands, 27,000 topis, 
18,000 hartebeests, 70,000 buffalos, 4,000 
giraffes, 15,000 warthogs, 3,000 waterbucks, 
2,700 elephants, 500 hippopotamuses, 200 black 
rhinoceroses, 10 species of antelope and 10 species 
of primate. 

Major predators include 4,000 lions, 1000 leopards, 225 cheetahs, 3,500 spotted hyenas and 300 
wild dogs. Of these, the black rhino Diceros bicornis, leopard Panthera pardus, African elephant 
Loxodonta africana and cheetah Acynonix jubatus are listed in the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List of threatened species.

There are over 500 species of birds that are perennially or seasonally present in the park, of which 
five species are endemic to Tanzania. The Park has the highest ostrich population in Tanzania and 
probably Africa, making the population globally important.

What gave the Serengeti its “Outstanding Universal Value” is certainly the spectacular Great 
Migration of two million wildebeests plus the vast numbers of gazelles and zebras - followed by 
the predators in their annual migration in search of pasture and water. This annual 1,000km long 
circular trek takes place in Tanzania and in the Kenya’s Masai Mara where the herd spends about 
three months. During the other nine months, the animals travel across the Serengeti and in Ndutu, 
inside the Ngorongoro Conservation area.
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Important facts about the Serengeti:
Most animals reside permanently in the park, which makes the Serengeti 

great for safaris all year round

The route and timing of the Great Migration is absolutely unpredictable 
but the map below will give some indication on where to spot the natural 

phenomenon

There are several airstrips inside the park making it very accessible 
Experience the Serengeti with a highly recommended balloon safari
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Sanctuary Kusini Camp
Sanctuary Kusini Camp is set in the remote and unspoiled southern part of the Serengeti and is built around a spectacular rocky outcrop. The camp overlooks 
the path of the wildebeest migration and the plains where the game is a common sight all year round. It is an ideal location to spot cheetahs and wildebeest that 
congregate on the grassy plains during the calving season from mid December to March. The twelve tents are shaded from the sun by acacia trees and all are 
positioned carefully with thought out views of the surrounding plains. Each tent has a large private wooden veranda, which is the ideal spot to relax for a sundowner 
or after a hot restorative shower. Sanctuary Kusini Camp is renowned for its incredible sundowners and cosmic safaris on top of the kopje with 360-degree views. A 
unique activity has been developed at Sanctuary Kusini where you can contribute to the Serengeti Cheetah Project by monitoring the cheetahs of this vast national 
park. Your guide will introduce you to the cheetah’s habitat and teach to correctly identify and photograph the cheetah you manage to spot and further learn how 
to record their behaviour and location. Access: You can drive or fly. The nearest airstrip is Serengeti South/Kusini.

Namiri Plains Camp
Namiri Plains Camp is a comfortable, elegant and exclusive camp where one can explore the remote big cat territory. The cheetahs roam the area in pursuit of prey 
and lions and leopards hunt undisturbed. With the Ngare Nanyuki underground river creating pockets of permanent water, the area supports high concentrations of 
resident plains game. The camp is a small haven of eight tented suites with sweeping 360-degree views of the plains. Each tent features king-sized beds, spacious 
en-suite bathrooms with indoor and outdoor showers. Namiri offers twice daily game drives with knowledgeable guides. Guests can study and photograph the 
big cats of the area and absorb the astonishing sight of masses of herds of wildebeest appearing over the plains. A walking safari from Namiri Plains is one of the 
most intimate and amazing ways to experience the bush. The pace is easy and is forever memorable. Scientists and zoologists are currently operating in this region 
of the Serengeti. Guests can meet up with them and compare notes and learn more about the endangered big cats. For almost two decades, the grasslands of 
southeastern Serengeti were closed to allow the cheetah population to replenish itself. In the mean time, the Frankfurt Zoological Society has been using the area for 
comprehensive big cat research projects. The region re-opened in 2014. Access: You can drive or fly. The nearest airstrip is Serengeti Seronera.

Lemala Ewanjan Tented Camp
Lemala Ewanjan Tented Camp is set within the game-rich Seronera Valley affording lovely views of the sun setting over the plains. This small and intimate tented 
camp has 12 tents, some of the most spacious and comfortable tents in Tanzania. Each wooden floored tent is fitted with a king or two queen size leather beds, warm 
duvets, a large safari shower and 24-hour solar lighting. The mess tent is beautifully decorated with leather sofas, chandeliers, side cabinets, rugs and chests and 
offers a separate bar, living and dining area. In the evening, guests gather around the campfire for sunset cocktails before dining under chandeliers or starlit skies. Like 
all Lemala camps, the emphasis is on understated luxury and service in a fabulous location. For guests travelling with children, Lemala has created great adventures 
for them through the ‘Lemala cubs’ program with dedicated guides. The activities are fun, educational, interesting and ensure that children are well entertained whilst 
the adults can truly relax. It will be an opportunity to introduce children to the wonders of the bush and to show the future generations the need for conservation 
and preservation of Africa’s wildlife. Access: You can drive or fly with the nearest airstrip being Serengeti Seronera.

Sserengeti National Park | South To CentralSserengeti (Seronera)  | Our Selection Of Lodges & Camps
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Serengeti Pioneer Camp
Serengeti Pioneer Camp is nestled within a slope of a granite out-cropping that overlooks a stretch of open savannah. It is one of the finest camps inside the national 
park. In the south central Serengeti, the famous Moru Kopjes area, the game drives are superb all year long. The Great Migration passes by twice a year consisting 
of resident elephants, big cats and antelopes abound. Built over a gradual incline, Serengeti Pioneer Camp evokes the very best of an era long-gone but certainly 
not forgotten. Comprising of twelve tents (inclusive of a 2-bedroom family tent) the canvas- covered floor is adorned with throw carpets, luxuriant soft furnishings, 
a writing desk and stationary set. Each tent has en-suite facilities including queen size beds, vanity basin, and period- style hot showers. The design idea behind this 
camp reflects the early explorers’ mobile camps of the 1930s. The nicest spot at Pioneer Camp is its lounge that offers commanding views across acacia woodland, 
open plains and the Moru Kopjes. When it comes to dining you can enjoy your bush meals in the dining tent, which lies in a small natural valley between the rocky 
outcrop and the main kopje.  Access: You can drive or fly with the nearest airstrip being Serengeti Seronera.

Four Seasons Safari Lodge
Four Seasons Safari Lodge is a luxury lodge located in the centre of the Serengeti just north of the productive wildlife area of Seronera. It is the perfect place to 
experience the wonders of the famous national park with all modern conveniences. The Four Seasons boasts 72 guest rooms and suits, 5 villas, an elegant spa and 
infinity pool promising a luxurious stay. Raised wooden walkways will take you to your room. The savannah rooms and terrace suites (with a small plunge pool) are 
located on the ground floor, whilst the horizon rooms are found on the second floor.  The villas that have been built a discreet distance away have private plunge pools 
too. All the rooms are spacious, built to a high level of comfort, beautifully appointed and completed with top-quality linens and luxurious bathrobes. Each room has 
a TV channel, which transmits a live feed from the floodlit water hole. For the ultimate in privacy and luxury the presidential villa is incredible complete with a private 
butler and its own animal watering hole makes it the perfect choice for an exclusive stay in the Serengeti. Dining is an exceptional experience at the lodge with African 
inspired cuisine offered in three restaurants, two bars and a well-stocked wine cellar to complete the superb cuisine. Adventure begins at the on-site Discovery centre 
where wildlife research programs, cultural exhibitions and educational activities unravel the mysteries of the Great Migration, Serengeti wildlife and Masai culture.
Access: You can drive or fly with the nearest airstrip being Serengeti Seronera.

Soroi Serengeti Lodge
Soroi Serengeti Lodge is set high on a natural plateau in the western corridor of the iconic Serengeti National Park and its unique architecture has commanding views 
over the surrounding Musabi Plains. The 25 magnificent thatched chalets and suits (each boasting hardwood floors, Turkish baths and outdoor showers) are linked to 
the main lodge pathways by raised timber walkways. With soft comforting furnishings, combining fabrics and finishes with traditional earthy tones, the chalets feature 
large expanses of glass and spacious viewing decks for better game viewing. Each chalet comes with a writing desk and chair, mini-fridge and en-suite bathroom 
with a stand-alone bath, an outside shower for the more adventurous and a full range of guest amenities. The suites enjoy an extended lounge area with Wi-Fi and 
satellite TV. The main lounge and dining area offers ample seating with several decks as well as a small library. One of the main features is the unique infinity rock pool 
where one can lounge whilst enjoying the game scattered on the plains. The lodge’s large open fireplace deck, overlooking the plains, creates an inviting ambience. 
Tantalizing meals are served from an interactive open plan kitchen or under the star-filled skies and the exceptionally high standard of service adds to the delight of 
this tranquil spot.  Access: You can drive or fly with the nearest airstrip being Serengeti Seronera.
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Serengeti Makoma Luxury Tented Lodge is expected to open in 2017.

It will be a beautifully designed tented lodge set in the prime location of the Makoma Hills. The area is famously renowned as a hunting ground for lions, cheetahs and 
hyenas located west of Seronera in central Serengeti. There is a tremendous conflict in the Makoma Hills region between lions, hyenas and cheetahs as they compete 
with each other for food in a small but prey rich area. The wooded Makoma Hills are a good spot to view giraffes, elephants and buffalos. Directly in front of the hill 
lies a small but idyllic plain, which is used extensively by cheetahs and hyenas. The centerpiece for these grounds are the beautiful thatch kopjes, a den site for the 
local lion pride.

The lodge will offer 25 luxurious elevated tented rooms resting on wooden platforms and nestled under makuti roofing (palm fronds) for shade and protection 
against the elements. Each suite will feature a large bedroom with wooden floor and oversize floor-to-ceiling glass panels at the front affording guests a wide view 
from inside to the natural scenery outside. The rooms will include hardwood beds with mosquito netting, bedside tables, sofa seats with a coffee table, a writing desk 
with chair, wardrobe, dressing table, hair dryer, safe deposit box, a mini fridge, ceiling fan, mosquito spray and wipes, luggage rack and a private balcony with chairs 
and a coffee table. Each tent will have its own private viewing deck. Fresh colours and natural carvings with the traditional African culture will be used as the central 
theme for the interior decor. The en-suite bathrooms will include a bathtub, two separate showers one of which is an open-air shower.

Two units will be dedicated to families or friends travelling together. Each unit will have a private living room and two bedrooms.

The lodge will have an indoor and outdoor restaurant. The venue will be thatched with makuti palms and will stand on a raised platform with spectacular views over 
the Serengeti plains. Dinner will either be served in the restaurant or boma under the stars. The boma will be a place to learn about the Masai tribe while enjoying an 
authentic African feast.

To experience the unforgettable beauty of a sunset in the Tanzanian bush, guests will have the choice between the lounge, the bar and the infinity pool.

Serengeti Makoma Hills Luxury Tented Lodge will be able to offer walking safaris with armed rangers, shared or private game drives with personal resident guides. 
Visitors to the lodge will have the option to arrive in their own private vehicles with their own safari guides.

Serengeti Kuhama Tented Lodge is expected to open in 2017.

Set on the Kimarishe Hills, Serengeti Kuhama Tented Lodge will be a luxury property with endless views over the vast plains of Musabi. The central Serengeti and 
the Seronera Valley, which are known to be one of the richest ecosystems in the park, are nearby. The Western Corridor is a few kilometres ahead. Last but not least, 
every year, between May and July, the Great Migration will surround the camp for a good few weeks in search of pastures and water.

The lodge will offer 23 spacious and comfortable tented suites with king size beds, indoor and outdoor showers and a private balcony overlooking the endless plains 
of the Serengeti. For families and friends, two family units with two bedrooms, private bathrooms and a lounge will be the perfect choice.

The main facilities will include a reception, a cosy lounge with a bar, and a viewing deck. The restaurant with indoor and outdoor seating will serve international 
cuisine. A large deck will complete the main area with a swimming pool and sun loungers. It will be a great location for a light lunch or a sundowner cocktail.
Serengeti Kuhama Tented Lodge will be able to offer walking safaris with armed rangers, shared or private game drives with its own resident guides. Visitors to the 
lodge will have the option to arrive in their own private vehicles with their own safari guides.
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& Beyond Grumeti Serengeti Tented Camp
& Beyond Grumeti Serengeti Tented Camp is a high standard tented camp set in a quiet area of the Western Corridor of the Serengeti, hugging the banks of the 
Grumeti River. It has the perfect vantage point to watch the Great Migration in May and June but because the river is perennial, there is always a good variety of 
wildlife to be found in the area. Black and white colobus monkeys are known to appear in and around the camp. A resident pod of hippo grunts and grumbles from 
beneath a layer of luscious green water weeds in the tranquil pool in front of the camp. Rustic yet sophisticated, the intimate safari tents blend perfectly into their 
environment with their cool grey colour scheme and bleached cypress construction. Elegant, all 10 of the tented suites look out onto the Grumeti River, while sliding 
doors open out onto shaded private decks. Discrete butler’s hatches add to the aura of intimate exclusivity. Stone shower towers are open to the sun and stars. Local 
sculptured furnishings and lively décor bring alive the excitement and romance of Africa. Meals can be enjoyed on an extensive deck with beautiful views towards 
the river, while the dining area opens up to a traditional African boma, where dinner is served beneath a billion stars. The camp’s rim- flow swimming pool provides 
a view of the hippos lazing in the river. Access: You can drive or fly to the camp. The nearest airstrip is Serengeti Grumeti.

Kirawira Serena Camp 
Kirawira Serena Camp a member of the small luxury hotels of the world is a high-end, colonial- style tented camp. Atop a high hill, Kirawira has an incredible location 
as it looks down over the plains of Serengeti National Park’s Western Corridor. The views from the lounge area are spectacular and can make game viewing possible 
without having to leave the camp! All year round, there is some resident game in the area, and between May and July, the Great Migration that is heading north 
across the Serengeti plains and the Grumeti River pass through the Western Corridor. Designed in typical Edwardian style, this exclusive safari camp features an 
elegant central lounge tent evocatively furnished with a tasteful selection of chintz-covered chaise lounges, Persian rugs, antique escritoire, wind-up phonograms, 
leather-bound travelling cases, brass shooting sticks, carved rocking chairs, and stud-backed smoking chairs. In keeping with the theme of colonial opulence, 
the elegant twin dining tents feature Edwardian-styled dining furniture, sprung floors, crisp-starched napery, delicate blue and white china and weighty silver 
accouterments, whilst the staff are attired in classical colonial ‘mess’ uniform of white Swahili robes. The 25 widely spaced luxury tents are raised on timber platforms, 
each with a glorious view of the plains. Each tent has a spacious furnished deck leading to a bedroom furnished in antique Edwardian style with steamer- trunks, a 
writing desk, brass lamps, rugs, sepia photographs and four-poster bed with a patchwork quilt and its own personal valet. Access: You can drive or fly to the camp. 
The nearest airstrip is Serengeti Grumeti.

Serengeti Migration Camp
Serengeti Migration Camp has beautiful views over the Grumeti River and the Ndasiata Hills. Charming with its colonial touch the camp has 20 luxurious and spacious 
elevated tents, each surrounded by its own 360-degree veranda deck. The rooms are furnished with highly polished wooden floors, comfortable beds covered in 
crisp white linen, a dark African-print throw, and a lounge area with a wide leather armchair. Gauze windows let in plenty of light and breeze, while fans add an extra 
boost in hot weather. Double doors lead onto a wide outdoor deck with two canvas chairs and a table. The tents are located at the bottom of the hill and everything 
is done to create your very own private sanctuary. It is made sure that guests enjoy the constant game sightings and the ever-present sounds of the bush. The main 
tent has a split-level lounge, a swimming pool, restaurant and viewing platforms that offer views across the river and the rugged landscape beyond. The views are 
spectacular, the sunsets and cocktails on the sunset deck takes the experience of this camp to an altogether higher level. Access: You can drive or fly to the camp. 
The nearest airstrip is Serengeti Lobo.

Sserengeti National Park | Western Corridor to Northern Serengeti  | Our Selection Of Lodges & Camps
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Roving Bushtops
Roving Bushtops is mainly located around the Moru Kopjes. It is encompassed by huge granite rock formations, which burst through the grass plains, creating vistas 
of stunning beauty beneath rolling hills. In this part of the Serengeti, the land traps water, attracting abundant wildlife and ensuring fabulous game viewing throughout 
the year. What makes Roving Bushtops very special is the emulating pioneering spirit of early explorers roving after the herds. The camp is semi- permanent, with 
wheels allowing it to move should wildlife patterns change. Some camps are set in magnificent fixed surroundings whilst others offer game viewing on the move, 
with five star facilities.  As its name implies, Roving Bushtops offers the best of both worlds. The six luxurious and contemporary tents have 24-hour power and butler 
service, as well as canvas walls that can be opened on three sides during the day for panoramic views. Two tents can be wheeled closer to each other to form a family 
unit (7 years and above aged children are welcome). A la carte dining options under the stars, in the elegant mess tent, or in the privacy of your own tent are available. 
At Roving Bushtops each guest has their private 4x4 vehicle for all game drives. This means that the guests are in total control of tailor-making their game drives. If 
you’d like to pack a bush breakfast and leave for an early morning safari with your expert ranger and return to camp for an indulgent lunch – it is completely up to you.
After a hard day in the bush, simply relax during your downtime. Nothing can quite match an expert massage enjoyed in the privacy of your deck, whilst watching 
the ever-changing magic of the Serengeti weave its spell on you. Please note, due to the remote location, both wireless and mobile phone connections can be slow 
and intermittent. Access: You can drive or fly to the camp. The nearest airstrip is Serengeti Seronera

Serengeti Bushtops 
Bushtops Serengeti is an oasis of beauty with its stylish tents set in the breathtaking Wogakuria Hills and Kopjes. 
The Mara River is in close proximity so from June to November it is right in the thick of the wildebeest migration corridor. 
The camp has been designed to blend in to its natural surroundings. At the heart of the camp is an elegant open-sided 
mess tent and contemporary lounge completed with a bar and a library. The entire camp is completely under canvas, with 
private paths from a shared space leading to thirteen spacious and luxury tents. Bushtops tents are simply extraordinary and 
unforgettable because of the amazing design. Each 120sqm tent boasts ample room to wander at leisure. Choose to sink in 
to a deck lounger, soak in your private hot tub or gaze out at the passing wildlife. There are two tents perfect for friends or 
families, which are interlinked by a short bridge to create a private suite. Children from 7 years up are welcome. Each tent 
guarantees a view of the sunset over the Serengeti. Your private butler is available at your service 24 hours a day and can 
assist with bringing refreshments, filling your hot tub, or anything else you require. Explore the vast plains on game drives in 
open converted 4x4 vehicles with the camp’s excellent guides. The camp manager can arrange bush picnics and enchanting 
sundowners. Enjoy A la carte gourmet meals served in the open-sided mess tent or dine in the privacy of your own tent. The 
camp offers aromatherapy and/or deep tissue massages. At the end of each day, spend time around the campfire discussing 
the day’s sightings with rangers and fellow guests. Access: You can drive or fly to Serengeti Bushtops. The nearest airstrip is 
Serengeti Kogatende.

& Beyond Serengeti Under Canvas
& Beyond Serengeti Under Canvas are two luxurious tented camps that move around the park all year round, bringing guests 

within reach of the Great Migration and exploring remote beautiful corners of the Serengeti with excellent resident game.
Using private campsites, these migratory camps with a private butler service, chandeliers, silverware, and crystal are the 
ultimate in luxury camping. A sitting and dining tent provides deep sofas from which to watch the vastness and peace of 
the surrounding landscape. A campfire every night offers the opportunity to share the experiences and sights of the day 
while admiring the bright stars in the African sky. Each camp features nine tents in order to remain intimate and exclusive. 
Following a recent revamp, the camp now boasts more spacious tents, each with a double bed, en- suite bathroom, separate 
toilet and alfresco bucket shower. With an additional two metres (almost seven feet) in length, each tent features an indoor 
sitting area, thus giving guests more privacy. The day bed in the sitting area converts into a comfortable bed for children 
under the age of 12. Carefully planned according to the projected movements of the migration inside the Serengeti, two 
camps rotate between the Central Serengeti, the Western Corridor and in the North near Kogatende. Access: You can drive 
or fly to camps. Depending on the period of the year, the nearest airstrip is Serengeti Seronera, Grumeti or Kogatende.

Sserengeti National Park | Enroute Northern Serengeti |  Our Selection Of Lodges & Camps
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Lamai Serengeti
Lamai Serengeti sits tucked amongst the rocks of Kogakuria Kopjes with panoramic views of the surrounding landscape, just a few miles from where the wildebeest 
cross the Mara River. Each of the rooms has been designed to fit in to the complex geometry of the kopjes and to make the most of this sensational location, its views 
and its natural space and light. The lodge has 12 rooms. These are split between two entirely separate lodges, the main lodge of 8 rooms and our smaller private lodge 
of 4 rooms. Each camp has its own bar and dining area, library and swimming pool built into the rocks. The outstanding decor is a contemporary style mixed with 
tribal art, modern sofas covered with tribal patterned cushions, and quirky touches such as bar stools made from tractor wheels.
All the tents have their own private and spacious verandas spread within the rocks with spectacular views. They are extremely spacious, elegantly furnished, with 
en-suite bathrooms that have hot and cold running water, and flushing toilets. The lodge has three family rooms, which have a second bedroom suitable for children. 
It is the epitome of a luxury safari experience.

Mkombe House 
Mkombe House comes highly recommended for large families, or a group of friends travelling together. It accommodates a family of up to ten (4 adults, six children) 
with four en-suite bedrooms. The beauty of Mkombe house is the freedom and privacy guests have allowing families to enjoy the lounge areas, swimming pools, game 
drives, and dining options all at their convenience. It is infused with enthusiasm for sharing the African bush with families and children. There is no minimum age and 
you will find everything you might require from cots and high chairs to car seats for game drives. Dedicated staff will be on standby to ensure needs are met with a 
chef on hand to cook meals whenever required, a butler on call and additional assistance provided by a personal guide, guard and, if required, a babysitter. At Lamai 
and Mkombe House, activities focus around game drives, guided walks, bush picnics and sundowners. Between July and October, during the migration period in the 
north of the Serengeti, there are good chances of witnessing the spectacular river crossing of hundreds of wildebeest and zebras. 
Access: You can drive or fly to the camp. The nearest airstrip is Serengeti Kogatende.

Lemala Kuria Hills
Lemala Kuria Hills is located in the scenic Wogakurya hills, close to the Mara River within the main corridor of the world-famous wildebeest migration. The landscape 
in this northern part of the Serengeti is absolutely beautiful. Large boulders and kopjes form the prominent features of the site and each guest tent has been carefully 
positioned amongst these to ensure privacy and spectacular vistas over the gentle grassed slopes, open woodland and tree-lined watercourses. Sandy paths lead 
either side from the main areas to the 15-tented suites. The space, the light, the comfort and the view, these are the key words to describe the suites. Each suite boasts 
a sublime combination of glass, wood and canvas for an extremely comfortable bush experience. They all have a private plunge pool. Magnificent kopjes dominate 
the public areas, with superb views from the bar, swimming pool, the decks, sitting and dining areas. Guests can enjoy several dining options in the camp or out in the 
bush with a choice of freshly cooked starters, main course, desserts and house drinks. Tea is served in the afternoon before your game drive and cocktails at sunset 
on one of the kopjes overlooking the Isuria escarpment. A separate tent in the wild forms the Melengali spa where you can indulge in massages and manicures in a 
peaceful natural setting. Access: You can drive or fly to the camp. The nearest airstrip is Serengeti Kogatende.

Sserengeti National Park | Northern Serengeti  | Our Selection Of Lodges & Camps
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Sayari Camp
Sayari Camp is a luxurious permanent camp set close to the banks of the Mara River, boasting dramatic views out across the wide plains of the northern Serengeti. 
The Kogatende airstrip is a 20 minute drive away. Thanks to the river and the variety of vegetation the area is home to permanent game all year round. Staying at 
the Sayari camp offers an exclusive window and unparalleled access to the greatest migration on the planet.

Sayari camp is split into two different wings, six tents in the smaller camp and nine in the bigger camp. Each wing has its own peaceful lounge and romantic dining 
room. The separation helps to retain the feeling of being in a small and intimate property. A central swimming pool overlooking the game-rich plains connects the 
two wings with a generous deck. The remote and starkly beautiful landscape forms the inspiration for Sayari’s 15 expansive tents. Indoors, rich mahogany floors and 
delicate tones of sand, stone and acacia reflect the views washing in through the floor-to-ceiling windows. Fine linens and safari-chic décor offset the wilderness that 
lies just beyond the canvas walls, with king-size beds and private verandas to complete the world-class experience.

Sayari offers the rare opportunity to experience the Serengeti on foot during the early morning and late afternoon hours. Tracking wildlife on foot with an expert 
guide is an utterly thrilling experience. Access: You can drive or fly to the camp. The nearest airstrip is Serengeti Kogatende.

Singita Mara River Tented Camp 
Singita Mara River Tented Camp is located in the Lamai triangle, the northernmost tip of the Serengeti National Park, on the world-renowned Mara River. The camp is 
orientated to maximize endless views of the Mara River providing intense closeness to nature. Despite being renowned for the ‘crossing’ of the Great Migration, the 
Lamai triangle offers consistent and abundant, year round concentrations of resident game. As the Lamai triangle forms part of the Serengeti Mara ecosystem, you 
will experience concentrations of plains game, big cats, elephant and enormous populations of crocodile and hippo in the Mara River.

Singita Mara is intended to have a minimum environmental impact and complement its remote and isolated location. In keeping with this philosophy, the camp 
operates ‘off-the-grid’ and relies entirely on a custom designed solar system for its power and the use of recycled and natural materials wherever possible. Inside the 
camp, bohemian chic sets the tone for cool relaxation, where spun natural fabrics, canvas, stone and raw leather blend with Masai primary colours and elegant art 
pieces by young African designers and craftsmen. The functional East African design encourages guests to embrace the outdoors and connect with nature.

The camp consists of six luxury canvas tents. Four of these tents sleep two guests with the remaining two set up as luxury double tents. The double tents sleep up 
to four people in two tents joined by a short walkway and a shared terrace. These double tents are suitable for any two couples travelling together, or for a family. 
Children aged 10 and over are welcome. Each tent has an en- suite bathroom with shower, as well as a private open-air tub overlooking the river. There is a communal 
lounge, dining area, bar and a splash pool with a sundeck, bringing resort-style comforts to this untouched wilderness. In line with preserving unspoiled pieces of 
land, guests share Land rovers for game viewing. In order to minimize environmental impact, private vehicles are not available at Singita Mara River Tented Camp.
Access: You can drive or fly to the camp. The nearest airstrips are Serengeti Kogatende or Lamai.
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Singita Grumeti Reserve
Spanning over 350,000 acres of untouched wilderness, Singita Grumeti is a private concession bordering 
the Western Corridor of the Serengeti, forming part of the extraordinary Serengeti Mara ecosystem. Ensuring 
the continued protection of Singita’s concessions is essential to the future sustainability of the ancient 
pilgrimage that defines these lands. Through the application of a holistic adaptive management approach 
that takes into account the complex interactions between the various elements of this savannah system, 
Singita’s team has largely restored its natural function. The result is a magnificent wilderness experience 
that captivates visitors and empowers Singita’s tourism model to support the ongoing conservation 
work and community engagement. The success of this operation is borne out by the incredible growth 
in numbers of resident large mammals. To illustrate, the elephant population has quadrupled, giraffe and 
topi have almost trippled and there are ten times more buffalo than there were 11 years ago. The Grumeti 
Fund Community Outreach Program works with residents of the 21 villages bordering Singita Grumeti to 
realise their development goals. The fund partners with these communities to address issues of education, 
natural resource management, water management and enterprise development. Singita encourage all its 
gueststo visit these communities and experience the success of these projects firsthand. All the following 
lodges of Singita are intimate and stylish. Guests will be assured of 5-star luxury and service in addition to 
great game viewing.  Access: You can drive through the Serengeti to reach these lodges or fly using the 
Serengeti Sasakwa airstrip

Singita Sasakwa
Singita Sasakwa is set atop the Sasakwa hill with a spectacular view of the Sabora plains. It is a stunning lodge built in the style of a classic East African house of the 
colonial era with the décor being inspired by an English manor house. Sasakwa Lodge holds special appeal for those with a passion for refined splendour, ensconcing 
its guests in comfort, luxury and old-world elegance. Sasakwa’s main house is fronted by a wide shady veranda, furnished with wicker furniture and comfortable 
chairs. Swarovski binoculars and telescopes are dotted around the property and you are free to use them for wildlife viewing from the lodge. Inside the house, the 
drawing room is an impressive lounge and bar – with high ceilings, comfortable sofas, antique furniture and a grand piano. The spacious Dining room is very British 
with its high ceilings, dark wooden floors dotted with Persian rugs and gold Victorian wallpaper. There is a billiard room and a children’s playroom. The suites are set 
within nine large cottages and a private villa. They all vary in size. Six cottages have one-bedroom suites, two others have two bedrooms and one cottage has three 
bedrooms. The exclusive villa has four bedrooms. All the accommodations are incredibly private and spacious with each having a private plunge pool, a veranda and 
a lounge area. Singita’s equestrian centre is situated near Sasakwa lodge. Guest staying in the other Singita property can of course book a ride. There is an easy riding 
track for less experienced horse-riders, while experienced riders can ride out onto the plains of the reserve and enjoy a horseback safari.

Singita Serengeti House
Singita Serengeti House is located on the slopes of Sasakwa Hill with breathtaking views of the endless open plains of the Serengeti. The Serengeti House is Singita’s 
response to a growing demand from discerning travelers for privacy and flexibility. It is an exclusive-use retreat designed for families and friends. It’s a two-bedroom 
house, flanked by two guest villas, with vast sitting, dining rooms and open fire in each. It can accommodate eight guests in four suites, two of the suites are based 
in the main house and the garden villa/suites are linked to the pool deck by connected pathways. Warm interiors are accented with traditional wooden sculptures 
and wide, plush beds. Mirrors throughout the house maximise light while stone floors and raw timber foster a sense of all-natural simplicity. All suites feature large 
and private terraces with outdoor showers. Daily onsite to ensure guests get the most out of their experience are managers, staff and a private chef who will interact 
directly with the guests throughout their stay. Activities are tailored specifically to suit each family and babysitting services are available so children of all ages are 
welcome. Children’s activities include the mini ranger’s course, tennis, archery, swimming, baking with chefs, arts and crafts, wildlife DVDs, board games, butterfly 
capture, identification and release, and spa face painting. In the interest of safety, participation of children in any game activities is at the discretion of their guide.
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Singita Faru Faru
Singita Faru Faru is built on a gently sloping hill. It is a riverine lodge surrounded by countless acacia trees. Positioned on the renowned migratory route the lodge 
also looks over a watering hole, which is popular with the resident and passing wildlife. With such close proximity to the river and plains, guests have the unique 
opportunity to experience a very close connection with the wilderness.

Faru Faru, which means ‘rhino’, has been based on a 1950s style botanist camp. It has an elegant and natural feel to it, which is reflected, largely in the lounge, dining 
and bar areas and in the library. In this mix of contemporary and organic style the interiors have exposed stone floors, canvas roof and the walls are constructed 
with large nuggets of rock layered on top of each other. The decoration is minimalist and contemporary with natural fibres and muted colours. The design of the 
nine rooms takes in shades of warm woods and bamboo detail, along with brown, white and khaki that fuse beautifully with the outside world. There are seven one-
bedroom suites, one family suite, and one villa with two-bedrooms and its own private pool. Each room has its own private, wooden veranda overlooking the bush 
and the waterhole.

What makes these suites unique is that you can bring nature closer to your bed by simply using a remote control. The huge front viewing window will glide smoothly 
aside. Then, when night falls, you are able to use your private telescope to star-gaze from the comfort of your bed.

Singita Sabora Tented Camp
Singita Sabora Tented Camp lets you embark on an adventure that lives up to the romanticised vision of a classic African safari. The camp meshes colonial-era 
elegance with the highest standards of luxury. Steeped in character, Sabora Tented Camp surprises guests with an opulence that is delightfully out-of-place with the 
rugged terrain of the surrounding savannah plains of the Grumeti Reserves.

The main lounge and dining area are divided between two large luxurious tents, with an additional outside lounge positioned on the deck between them. All are 
lavishly furnished with wooden campaign furniture, Persian rugs and pieces of African art. Raised on a wooden platform, the nine en-suite tents are incredibly 
spacious and luxurious.

The colonial décor takes in a range of influences with original, one-off furnishings from the 19th century and a range of artifacts and antiques. Brass Zanzibarian 
chests with intricate carving detail sit alongside Arabic coffee pots, which create an opulent, exotic, feel while the crystal decanter of port teases you to take a 
nightcap on your private deck.

Daily game drives with professional guides provide the perfect opportunity to get up close to Africa’s incredible animals, while evening drives reveal the elusive magic 
of nocturnal Africa.

Similarly, walking safaris are encouraged here (they’re not usually offered in the national park), and so are horseback safaris – which run out of the superbly equipped 
equestrian center at the nearby Sasakwa Lodge.

Guests can simply relax in the large swimming pool, set into a wide wooden deck or try the Sabora bush spa. The place is a heaven where nature provides its 
own special calm, present the ultimate escape, sure to restore equilibrium and peace to body and mind. Body treatments such as massage, polishing scrubs and 
nourishing masks can be enjoyed there or in the comfort of guest suites.



The Indian Ocean | Pangani & Saadani National Park
SAADANI NATIONAL PARK
Saadani is the only coastal wildlife sanctuary in East Africa, which consists of relaxing on the Indian Ocean beaches after a safari and provides the opportunity to 
observe Africa’s big game and birdlife interacting with the sea. Located about 130km north of Dar es Salaam and directly to the west of Zanzibar, the park, which is 
about 1000 square kilometres in size, is dominated by acacia woodland and coastal thickets. It protects a large area of mangrove swamps and includes several species 
of palm including the mysterious looking ‘walking palm.’ The extraordinary Wami River forms the southern boundary of the park. Boating into the river mouth from 
the open sea is an amazing experience as you pass pods of hippos and crocodiles basking in these waters. The entire eastern boundary of the park is set along the 
Indian Ocean where sandy beaches stretch to the horizon in both directions and sand islands off the shore offer snorkelling and swimming activities. Saadani has a 
diverse population of mammals and birds. About 30 species of larger mammals are present as well as numerous reptiles and birds. Elephants, leopards, lions, buffalos, 
giraffes, wildebeest, zebras, colobus monkeys, hippos, crocodiles and the rare Roosevelt sable can be seen. There are many species of fish, green turtles, humpback 
whales and dolphins in the ocean.

PANGANI
Pangani is located about 50km south from Tanga. It was once a very powerful city beside the Indian Ocean. The town is believed to have been established before the 
6th century BC and played an important role during the slave trade era. Pangani was a trading port dealing mainly with ivory and slaves. Several historical sites in and 
around the town serve as reminders for the strong Arabic influence, which later led on to become a German and British colonial era in Tanganyika. Today, Pangani is 
mainly a fishing town providing beautiful beaches with coconut trees that stretch both north and south from the town. If you are looking for a quiet vacation with 
a blend of African culture untouched by modern tourism, Pangani is the answer. With modest amount of tourism in recent years, Pangani’s beaches remain one of 
Tanzania’s best-kept secrets.

Activities in Saadani:
• Day and night game drives

• Boat safari at the delta of Wami River and the ocean, where you can see mangrove vegetation, water 
loving birds, hippos and Nile crocodiles

• Walking safari on natural trails to get close to nature

• Visit the green turtle breeding site in the Madete area

• Full day excursion in the Indian Ocean begins at the Mafui sand bank Island for snorkelling in caves with 
colourful fish and green turtles. An incredible place to have a picnic lunch before sunbathing

The best time to visit Saadani:
• June to March: For safaris (dry season)
• July to October: Flamingo watching in the salt pans

Access:
• By air: From Arusha, Dar-es-Salam or Zanzibar, there are daily flights with Coastal Aviation to Pangani 
and Saadani.

• By road: From Dar-es-Salaam it takes 4 to 6 hours.

Places of interest in Pangani
• The waterfall near Pangani River provides electricity to Tanga, Arusha, Moshi 
and Dar es Salaam. It has a number of birds and crocodiles

• Maziwi Island is a nature reserve, which provides ground for snorkelling 
opportunities and dolphin tours

• A walking tour through the town allows you to see buildings that are over 200 
years old, as well as visits to former slave labour camps and the slave market 
site. This is where the Arabs traded slaves to India and Arabia. The tour includes 
visiting the Freedom grounds, Islamic and German graves, ancient mosques 
and traditional houses

• Visit the local people selling their goods on the streets, some of who are 
carpet makers, woodcarvers, painters, basket weavers and other artisans selling 
a wide variety of handmade cultural items

Places of interest near Pangani
The Amboni caves are a day’s excursion from Pangani. Located near Tanga, 
about 60km from Pangani, they are the most extensive limestone caves in East 
Africa extending for 900 metres through a total area of 234 square kilometres. 
The caves date back to around 150 million years and were formed during 
the Jurassic period. The system was underwater 20 million years ago when 
liquid may have polished the walls to their present state. The 10 caves have 
a religious significance among the locals. A number of local people pray and 
make offerings in any one of the caves. They believe the caves are home to 
supernatural habitations of spiritual powers and used some of them as sacred 
chambers for worshipping and seeking healing. There is a lake deep within, 
which some believe was a place for the sacrifice of children born with defects. 
Every evening at sunset there is a sudden flurry of excitement as bats lift their 
wings and fly out into the night in search of supper.
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Sanctuary Saadani River Lodge
Sanctuary Saadani River is a relaxing and stylish river retreat built on the southern shore of the Wami River close to the 
Saadani National Park. This is the ideal location for boat trips to see the local wildlife including hippos, crocodiles and colobus 
monkeys. The main ethos of the lodge is to reconnect with nature and enjoy the beautiful surroundings as nature intended. The 
lodge has a covered lounge area where guests can exchange safari stories enjoying the river view. The open kitchen affords 
guests the opportunity to chat to the chef while watching gourmet meals being prepared right in front of them. The dining 
area is set on raised decking overlooking the beautiful Wami River. The lodge definitely blends in with the surrounding foliage. 
The 17 stilted suites of Sanctuary Saadani River Lodge are the epitome of luxury naturally. Connected by wooden walkways, 
the suites are built from pinewood, mtondoro hardwood and teak wood and are covered in traditional thatching. With en-
suite bathrooms overlooking the river and private balconies, guests are never far away from nature. Four of the suites feature 
air-conditioning. For the ultimate secluded escape, the Wami suite is a private villa hidden within the lush jungle, with its own 
infinity pool, two bedrooms and bathrooms, a living room and dining room. There is a swimming pool to relax by in the heat of 
the day and the main area of the lodge is under thatch with oversized chairs and sofas, which is the perfect place to read away. 
The lodge features an in- house spa providing indulgent massages. Saadani River Lodge offers guests a range of activities 
including game drives and river excursions, foot, boat or bike excursions ensuring a high quality safari experience. The boat 
safari is the most popular. It takes guests up and down the river, where kingfishers, flamingos, hippos and crocodiles can be 
spotted. Elephants and giraffes from the Saadani National Park can sometimes be seen drinking at the water’s edge.
Access: Sanctuary Saadani River Lodge is 45 minutes by road and boat transfer is from the Saadani Airstrip.

Sanctuary Saadani Safari Lodge
Sanctuary Saadani Safari Lodge is located inside the national park on the shores of the Indian Ocean. What makes this lodge 
a unique destination is being able to study animal tracks in front of your room on the beach. Nocturnal regulars like the civet 
cat and genets are often spotted as they amble past the lodge at night. You can go on a game drive in the morning and spend 
the rest of the day on a sandbank in the Indian Ocean. The main lodge building, grass-roofed and perched on stilts, houses a 
bar and restaurant with gorgeous views of the golden sands. Meals are served in the spacious restaurant, set on stilts above 
the beach with amazing views of the Indian Ocean and a cooling breeze. Recent refurbishments include an expansion to the 
coffee lounge and library, two swimming pools, one a secluded rock pool and the other a 24-meter infinity pool on the beach. 
A couple of minutes stroll from the lodge, there is a hide overlooking a waterhole where you can see the animals come to drink 
while you enjoy afternoon tea or watch over a sundowner. At Sanctuary Saadani Safari Lodge all the suites have ocean views 
opening on to the beaches of the Indian Ocean. There are five standalone ‘Maridadi suites’ perched on short stilts directly on 
the beach. The roofs are covered in traditional thatching and floors are made from striking teak wood. Their deck provides an 
excellent viewing platform of the expansive sea. The ‘Siri suite’ set apart from the other rooms on top of a sand dune offers 
ultimate privacy and stunning views of the ocean. It is the perfect choice for honeymooners. Nine other classic bandas are 
seated on the beach under the fringes of the casuarina trees. With their wooden frames supporting grass roofs, the polished 
wooden floors and a large Zanzibar-style carved bed, the classic bandas are simple but elegant.

Activities:
• Game drives in the morning and late afternoon in open sided vehicles
• River safaris along the winding green banks of the Wami River passing hippos, crocodiles, flamingoes and pelicans
• Walking safaris with a professional guide in areas where you can travel by foot through the natural scenery, watch the local 
wildlife and study animal tracks
• Boat trip to a deserted sand island where the cool ocean is the perfect place to visit the underwater world

Mawimbi Villa
Mawimbi Villa is a private oceanfront retreat situated within a tranquil and unspoilt beach, about 16 kilometres south of 
Pangani. This two-story house with exceptional views of the Indian Ocean, built by local craftsmen, is the perfect retreat for a 
large extended family or friends of up to 12 wanting complete privacy and exceptional levels of service.

The villa is decorated in modern coastal style that exudes comfort, indulgence and wellbeing. Mawimbi Villa has 6 bedrooms 
all benefiting from air-conditioning and en-suite facilities. Tastefully furnished in contemporary style, it is the epitome of 
high-class accommodation. A mix of locally made and imported furniture including artwork adorns every room. Mawimbi is 
totally self- contained, with a huge living room, a terrace on the first floor where guests can decide to have their meals, a salt-
water swimming pool set in landscaped gardens, fronting the beach. A dedicated team of staff including a chef, butler and 
housekeeping will be at your disposal. Mawimbi offers an all- inclusive stay. Your private chef will prepare fresh meals tailored 
to your specific needs. The chef can additionally accommodate any dietary requests. The meals are prepared sourcing the 
best of ingredients as our chefs have access to the freshest seafood, which comes daily from the local fishermen. There are 
plenty of activities to get involved in, some of which are, in-shore and off-shore fishing charters, snorkelling and scuba diving 
at Maziwe Island Marine Reserve. Other water sports include kayaking, paddle surfing, laser dinghy, cultural walking tours of 
Pangani, escorted village walks, bicycle hire and dhow sails.

Access: The villa is located 8km from Pangani Mashado airstrip (transfers provided) and 60km north of Saadani National Park.
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Western Tanzania | Lake Tanganyika & Mahale Mountains
MAHALE NATIONAL PARK
On the extreme west of Tanzania on the shores of Lake Tanganyika lies the most 
unexpected natural wonder, the Mahale Mountains National Park. This amazing 
jewel lies 120 kilometres south of Kigoma town, on a peninsula that cuts out 
into Lake Tanganyika. This remote National Park (1,613 square kilometres) is 
dominated by the Mahale Mountains chain running from the northwest across 
the middle of the park, the highest peak being 2,462 metres above sea level. 
The park vegetation is mainly miombo woodland with narrow strips of riverine 
forests. 

The lakeshore is a beach of the finest powdered white sand, behind which is a 
range of imposing mountains, cladded in verdant tropical vegetation.
Mahale enjoys the habitat of a variety of animal species from elephants, 
warthogs, giraffes, zebras, roan antelopes, buffalos, hyenas, wild dogs, 
hippos and crocodiles. The park provides ornithologists with an outstanding 
opportunity to view the more than 340 species that have been sighted. Mahale 
is famously known for its chimpanzee population. Sitting in the forest, watching 
chimpanzees in their natural habitat is an unforgettable experience. According 
to a recent census, there are approximately 800 to 1000 chimpanzees in about 
15 communities/groups.

The best time to visit Mahale: June to October is the most appropriate time. 
Trekking for the chimps can take between one hour and the majority of a 
strenuous day but during this period, chimpanzees are likely to be seen in big 
groups. It is the time of the year when the sunshine illuminates the water of Lake 
Tanganyika. Other activities include nature walks in the forest, kayaking on the 
lake and relaxing on the beach. From November to February a visit to Mahale 
Mountains National Park can be a memorable experience, with remarkable views 
of Congo across the water. Incredible lightning storms that light up the lake at 
night are quite an exhilarating sight. Chimpanzees can be viewed, however it 
may require a little bit more walking. From March to May, the lodges usually 
close because of the rainy season.

Access to Mahale: During the dry season, the camps based in Mahale operate 
shared charter flights twice a week from Arusha. 

LAKE TANGANYIKA
The second deepest fresh water lake in the world is situated in the Great Rift 
Valley on the western border of Tanzania. Holding 18% of the world’s fresh 
water, the lake provides part of the habitat for the endangered primates the 
chimpanzees in Mahale Mountain National Park and Gombe Stream National 
Park in western Tanzania. The Lake is shared by Tanzania, Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Burundi and Zambia. The first Europeans to find the lake were British 
explorers Richard Burton and John Hanning Speke in 1858, while searching for 
the source of the Nile River. Speke continued up north alone and established the 
source of the Nile to be Lake Victoria. Lake Tanganyika boasts over 350 species 
of fish of which most are endemic. 

It is a wonderful spot for sport fishing. The Sangala Pamba can grow to over 
2 metres in length and weigh over 100kg. Common catches are Nile Perch (up 
to 50kg), Lake Salmon (up to 25kg), Nkupi or yellowbelly (up to 4kg). Less 
common but still occasionally caught are the rare golden perch and the giant 
goliath tiger (up to 30kg).
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Kungwe Beach Lodge
Kungwe Beach Lodge is situated on the shores of Lake Tanganyika on the western border of Mahale Mountains National Park 
- one of the most remote areas in Africa, giving visitors a true sense of wilderness. Kungwe has ten safari-style tented rooms, 
all spread out along the beach and overlooking the lake. The lodge is found in an area famous for its habituated chimpanzees. 
Each day you can venture out into this wonderland to observe the M Group as they groom, squabble noisily, or bound into the 
trees to swing effortlessly between the vines. The length of the tracking depends on the movements of the chimpanzees but 
there is no limit on time spent observing the chimps. Other primates are often encountered. The forest is home to leopards 
and the bush pig. All safaris in the forest are on foot and require a general level of fitness.
The lodge has a lounge area with a small library and a dining area, which is built in the shape of a boat and is shipwrecked 
at one end of the beach. Accommodation is in light spacious safari rooms, furnished in imitation of the surrounding lakeside 
villages. Ten tents have been strategically placed at the edge of the cooling forest canopy of the Mahale Mountains national 
park. All rooms are under thatch on raised platforms and have a private deck providing views of Lake Tanganyika and the 
beach. All guest rooms are within easy walking distance along the beach to the main lounge and dining areas. The lake’s sandy 
beach is a great place to relax and swimming is possible at all times of the day, with good snorkelling opportunities at one 
end of the beach. Every night a campfire is lit, which is the perfect way to end the day watching the sun set over the distant 
mountains of the Congo. Chimpanzee viewing is limited to a maximum of 6 people per group for 1 hour at a time. Children 
under the age of 12 years are not permitted on treks.

Greystoke Mahale
Greystoke Mahale is reached by means of a large wooden dhow after flying into the Mahale Mountains. The cruise on Lake 
Tanganyika will be about an hour. On reaching the camp, the unmistakable thatched roof of its main lodge on a white sandy 
beach overlooking the turquoise water of Lake Tanganyika, with the forested slopes of the 8000ft Mahale Mountains rising 
behind is in the vicinity. The main mess is the only structure on the beach and it is the focal point of the camp. The huge 
thatched construction is completely open sided to let in the breeze and make the most of the verdant views. It houses the 
main dining area, and a small seating area where you can read up on the local bird and wildlife, as well as detailed information 
about the chimpanzees that can be tracked. Upstairs, is a relaxation area with board games, a book swap, and some extremely 
comfortable beanbags – set right in the peak of the thatch, with a great view and a welcome breeze. Raised up on the rocks 
on the far corner of the beach where the lodge is located there is the ‘Sunset’ bar, where guests normally gather for drinks 
before dinner. The views are fantastic. The six bandas have been set up back into the forest line. They are entirely made from 
sustainable materials sourced around Lake Tanganyika. Well spaced, the rooms are very open, encouraging ‘barefoot luxury’ 
with wooden walkways to the bathroom and to the top deck which has a relaxing area with great views out over the lake. The 
top floor of the banda is reached via a flight of steep stairs carved from an old wooden canoe. There is a day bed to relax on, 
and in one of the bandas there is an extra bed for families. The main activity at Greystoke is professional chimp trekking. You 
can additionally hike the forest paths looking for birds and butterflies, as well as the other shy mammals. Swimming in ice-cold 
pools up in the mountain waterfalls, kayaking out for a dawn paddle towards the middle of the lake, cruising on the old wooden 
dhow, lazily following the shoreline and stopping to fish along the way, or relax on the warm sands of the beach with a drink 
in hand are a few activities that might spark an interest. Evenings end with sundowners on the rocks of the headland, where 
drinks are served around the lamp-lit bar whilst the mountains, rising behind the camp, disappear into the darkness.

Lupita Island
Lupita Island is a remote unspoiled private island nestled in a cluster of small islands on Lake Tanganyika. Overlooking the far 
horizon and miles of crystal clear water, the island is 4km from the shore and the nearest mainland village is the tiny fishing 
village of Kipili. Lupita Island, with its secluded forests and pristine beaches is Tanzania’s ultimate luxury retreat. The lodge has 
13 exquisitely crafted cottages (1800 square feet each) with breathtaking lake and mountain views. They are all open, which 
ensures balmy breezes, and memorable sunsets. Designed to be as comfortable and private as possible, they all have gracious 
living areas with a bar, sitting rooms, separate and spacious bedchambers, and large open verandas. All cottages have their 
own private plunge pool and sun decks. Hot waterfall showers spring from the wall and a large outside bath adds that extra 
comfort to each bathroom. Children aged 5 years and plus are welcome at Lupita Island. The Livingstone and Stanley suites 
cater for families both having an additional sleeping area and bathroom, and the option of private dining. The suites have 
their own plunge pools too. Lupita’s dining room and bar can be found at the island’s highest point, better to catch both the 
breeze and the view. Chefs utilise local fish, produce, and fresh baked goods to create dishes that celebrate modern Africa 
and please all palates. Beyond the resort, the 130-acre Lupita Island and the waters of the lake are prime areas for exploration. 
Hiking with the local guide, visiting local fishing villages on other islands, visiting the ancient monastery on the mainland built 
in the 18th century by the Christian fathers, snorkelling around the island’s many hidden coves, and kayaking are all available 
activities. Enjoy a romantic sundowner on the beach or go fishing using one of the lodge speedboats or with local fishermen 
in their wooden boat and a hand line. Access: Lupita’s private airstrip is situated on the mainland near the village of Kipili. It 
will take a short 15minute boat ride to reach the island. 
Best time to stay here:
• June to November: With its own eco system the wonderful temperature at Lupita is barely different throughout the year.
• November to January: Short rain season. Although the rains at these times are not constant it is a good idea to bring a light 
rain jacket for those sporadic showers.



Western Tanzania | Katavi National Park
Katavi National Park, Tanzania’s third largest national park (4471 km2), is the 
heart of one of the biggest and richest wildlife areas in the country. Located 
along the Rift escarpment in western Tanzania, it offers incredible scenery 
including immense wetlands, roaring waterfalls and original woodlands. Katavi 
is a fabulous savannah safari reserve, made up of three interlocking flood plains 
that, in the rainy season form Lake Katavi, Lake Chada and the Chemchem 
springs. Between each of these runs the Katuma and Kapapa Rivers that supply 
the park with water in both the dry and wet season. Water makes Katavi one 
of the biggest and richest wildlife areas in Tanzania. The volume of game here 
is outstanding, with researchers believing that the concentrations are even 
higher than in the Ngorongoro crater. Huge herds of buffalo and vast lion 
prides duel daily, whilst hippos and crocodiles gather in pods and nests not 
found anywhere else in Africa. There are two seasons in Katavi, green and dry. 
During the dry season, huge herds of buffalo, zebras and impalas gather with 
elephants, waterbucks and duikers around the drying water reserves of Lake 
Katavi and Lake Chada. You can observe many animals along the remaining 
pools of the Katuma River, which are bursting with hippos and crocodiles. At 
these remaining water sources, the lions, leopards and wild dogs are found 
searching for their prey, watched patiently by vultures who share the trees with 
fish eagles, storks and vervet monkeys. As soon as the first rains start, Katavi 
transforms into a flowering paradise with enormous swamps, lakes, rivers and 
waterfalls, attracting an incredible diversity of bird life.

Due to the remoteness of the park, more activities are permitted in Katavi than 
in other Tanzanian national parks. Some of these are: 

• Off–road game driving

• Night game drives

• Guided walking safaris 

What can you expect to see in Katavi?
• Katavi’s hippos provide the most singular wildlife spectacle. It is not rare to see more than a hundred hippos in the same pool flopping together in any riverine pool 
of sufficient depth

• There is nowhere better to see crocodiles digging caves out of the dried riverbanks to sleep inside

• The park is home to some endangered and some unusual species such as wild dogs, cheetahs, roan and sable antelopes and elands

• Scenic landscapes with escarpments, rugged hills, flat alluvial plains, marshes, lakes and rivers, hot springs and waterfalls

• Spectacular large herds of cape buffalos, zebras, topis and elephants

The best time to visit Katavi
• November to May: It is hot and humid but wet in most months. Travel is challenging over flooded and marshy grounds and the two favourite camps are closed during 
the wettest months of November through to May

• Katuma Bush Lodge will remain open until the end of February. It is more demanding to spot game around as it is widely scattered in the woodland enjoying lush 
grazing and plenty of water in comparative safety. This is the best time for bird lovers. Migratory species also visit Katavi at this time giving recorded totals of over 
400 avian species altogether

• During the dry season, from June to October, the animals congregate in herds of thousands around the remaining water bodies and can be reached easily

Access to Katavi:
Katavi’s location has helped it to remain untouched and largely unvisited, with only a few hundred visitors per year. However, there are flights operating from Arusha 
or Dar-es-Salam. During the dry season, Safari Air Link and the camps based in the park operate regular and/or shared Charter flights. It takes three to five hours to 
reach the park.
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Chada Katavi
Chada Katavi has a great location as the camp is spread out among the shade of trees, with views peeking through the plains that look out onto the Chada floodplain. 
Chada is for those who want a traditional safari experience. Everything has been made simple to replicate the exploratory nature of Katavi and to immerse the happy 
few guests in the most remote and wild parks of Tanzania.

Whilst on the flight, looking carefully, the tents are hard to spot as they blend well into the surroundings. Elephants are frequent visitors, attracted to the fruit trees 
and vast herds of buffalos graze on the flood plain.

The camp has six tents with wide-open fronts and lots of shade, net windows to let in the passing breeze. All the tents are slightly raised on wooden platforms 
and enjoy a great degree of privacy due to the generous spacing between the tents. Each tent is decorated with subtle natural fabric, palm matting and features 
comfortable beds. The en-suite bathrooms are reached via zipped flaps and all have eco-flush toilets and an urn of cool refreshing water. Safari style bucket showers 
are enjoyable as the area can be quite hot. The main mess tent has great views onto the plains. Additionally, the outside dining area is perfect for evenings under 
the stars. Chada’s knowledgeable safari guides will conduct game drives in open sided 4x4 vehicles. Half or full day safaris can be arranged accompanied by picnic 
lunches and perhaps a picnic breakfast too. Katavi is renowned for its thrilling walking safaris, which are accompanied by armed game rangers.
To make your stay more adventurous, Chada can organise your own ‘fly camp’ where you can spend a night out under the stars. Fly camping is staying in the bush 
at night, looking up at the night sky through your tent netting listening to the animal sounds, which differ immensely from those during the day. You sleep inside a 
mosquito netted tent, small but with enough room for a bedroll kitted out with a soft mattress, sheets and a feather pillow. For dinner, enjoy a three-course candlelit 
meal and create a memorable experience in Katavi.

Chada Katavi is known for vast numbers of game in and around the camp, especially during the dry months. As a result we insist on a minimum age of 12 years, unless 
the camp is booked exclusively and an adult or guide is willing to take responsibility of the children.

Katuma Bush Lodge
Katuma Bush Lodge is seated in the heart of Katavi National Park, with breathtaking views over the vast plains of Katisunga and blends seamlessly into its natural 
surroundings. The main lodge built from wood and thatch, boasts a comfortable guest lounge, a veranda and a spacious dining room. The central fireplace on the 
main deck creates a warm and inviting ambience allowing guests to arrive as strangers but leave as friends. The lodge is the only camp in Katavi with a swimming 
pool. It is a real asset during the hot dry season in the bush.

Katuma Bush Lodge consists of 11 canvas tents raised on large wooden platforms. They are spacious and well designed. Each room includes hardwood floors, a four-
poster bed surrounded by mosquito netting, fine linens, and en-suite bathrooms with step-in showers. Out in the front of each room, your own private patio with a 
hammock and some deck chairs to relax in or enjoy a morning cup of hot tea accompanied by stunning views.
Katuma Bush Lodge has a family room made from a conjoined double and twin tent on a shared platform. Due to the wild nature of Katavi, we would recommend 
the park to families travelling with children of 12 years and over.

Morning and afternoon game drives in open sided 4x4 vehicles provide the best opportunities for guests to see the abundant wildlife of Katavi National Park. Usually 
game drives tend to begin at dawn. You will leave the lodge with a breakfast hamper and on-board refreshments to sustain you until you return to the camp for lunch. 
You might like to have a short nap or freshen up at the pool before heading to another safari drive in the late afternoon.
An early morning walking safari with a highly trained guide and tracker comes with our recommendation. It is by far one of the most amazing ways to discover Katavi’s 
magnificent fauna.



Southern Tanzania | Selous Game Reserve
THE SELOUS GAME RESERVE
With an area of about 50,000 square kilometres, Selous is the largest well-
watered wildlife sanctuary in Africa and one of the largest protected areas in 
the world. Its size is bigger than Switzerland, almost four times the size of the 
Serengeti, uninhabited and little touched by human interference. It is perhaps 
the most pristine wilderness still remaining in Africa, with a wide variety of 
wildlife habitats, including open grasslands, acacia and miombo woodlands, 
swamps and riverine forests in the many tributaries of the mighty Rufiji River, 
which flows through the reserve. Due to its unique ecological importance, it was 
designated a World Heritage Site by the United Nations in 1982. Named after 
Captain Frederick Courtney Selous, a legendary 19th century naturalist, explorer 
and hunter, the Selous Game Reserve was founded in 1905. It is situated in the 
southern part of Tanzania, bordered by Mikumi National Park to the northwest, 
Udzungwa Mountains National Park and Kibasira Swamp to the west.

According to UNESCO, its wildlife is spectacular, with some of the mammal and 
reptile populations being the largest in Africa. These include buffalos, elephants, 
hippos, wild dogs and crocodiles. Other wildlife includes the wildebeest, impala, 
waterbucks, zebras, elands, the greater kudu, sable antelopes, giraffes, baboons, 
the vervet and blue monkeys and the black and white colobus monkeys, which 
can be seen in certain riverine forests moving from tree to tree in family groups. 
There is a large population of predators including lions, leopards, cheetahs and 
the spotted hyenas including 440 species of birds, both resident and migratory. 
Along the Rufiji River, the greater part of northern Selous, the area is reserved 
for photographic safaris, as it is one of the most beautiful and game rich areas in 
the whole ecosystem. This area makes up 8% of the greater Selous eco- system 
and boasts luxury lodges and camps along the river, which are mainly accessible 
by road or small aircraft.

The Selous wilderness meets the kind of dream visitors have of Africa of the 
early European explorers like Dr. Livingstone and Henry Stanley.

What makes the Selous so unique?
• With its grasslands, acacia trees, wild savannah, swamp and wetlands, riverine forests and miombo woodlands, the reserve offers a wider variety of game viewing 
opportunities including the thrilling experience of a foot safari through game inhabited bushes accompanied by an armed ranger

• The many waterways in the reserve provide an excellent natural setting for boat safaris, both for game viewing and bird watching. This is in addition to the game 
drives in 4x4 vehicles which, combined with boat and walking safaris, offer an exciting and richer game viewing itinerary unique to the Selous Game Reserve.

• In the dry season an ancient migration of elephants takes place between the Selous and Mozambique’s Niassa Game Reserve. This is one of the largest natural trans-
boundary eco- systems in Africa and at the last consensus it was estimated that 64,400 elephants roam the two parks, with 84% on the Tanzanian side.

• More than half of Tanzania’s elephant population can be found in the Selous as well as over 120,000 buffalos, 40,000 hippos, 4,000 lions and the planet’s largest 
population of rare wild dogs.

The best time to visit the Selous
• June to November: it is the hot and dry season and the best time for game viewing along the rivers. Elephants come out of the bush at that time and predators are 
more commonly seen.

• The rainy season sets in during January to April, In January and February the game viewing is still good even though the animals tend to migrate to more fertile 
feeding grounds but it is the beginning of the phenomenal bird-watching season.

• From March to May many roads become impassable after heavy rains therefore the safari lodges are closed.

Access to Selous:
By air: There are 7 airstrips in the greater part of northern Selous reserved for photographic safaris. The park is daily served by light aircraft flights from Dar-es-
Salaam. It takes about 45 minutes. You can fly to the park from Arusha in the north of the country but it is a longer journey. We would recommend an overnight stay 
in Dar-es-Salaam before proceeding to Selous in the morning. 

By road: From Dar-es-Salaam, it takes roughly 5 to 6 hours depending on the location of your camp.
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Serena Mivumo River Lodge
Serena Mivumo River Lodge has without any doubt the most impressive location. Standing high on the banks of the slow, 
brown Rufiji River in the heart of Selous Game Reserve, with glorious views down to the plunging torrents of Stieglers gorge 
and is widely spread along the Rufiji River. Each chalet is hidden in the bush and has access to the stunning views. Mivumo is 
a sophisticated and elegant lodge. Overlooking the Rufiji River, the spacious central dining room, lounge, library and bar each 
have their own spacious timber and thatched chalets, which are interconnected by broad wooden walkways offering excellent 
views of the hippos and elephants of the riverbank. 

High on the riverbank is a spectacular infinity pool and sundeck. The lodge is made up of 12 chalets traditionally thatched, with 
high vaulted ceilings. The rooms are spacious and luxurious with chandeliers, antique safari furnishings, dark leather sofas, 
rattan chairs, air conditioning and a large double bed. En-suite Edwardian bathrooms feature dark black and white marble 
washstand with a decorative gilt garlands mirror, a magnificent hip detached bath and modern flush toilet. French doors lead 
out onto a private terrace with a Jacuzzi bath and outdoor shower. 

Children under 7 years are not permitted. For families or friends travelling together the exclusive villa set on the banks of the 
river could be a very interesting option. This unique retreat features a private inside and outside dining area, spacious lounge 
and a private pool. The villa offers three double bedrooms, each with an opulent bathroom and private sun-deck. Each room 
has its own private viewing deck, sun loungers, plunge pool and rain shower. The central area features a king- sized bed, 
writing desk, river-view lounge with LCD TV, double bathroom with dressing area and Victorian claw-foot bath. The villa has a 
dedicated team including a private chef and a sommelier. The Guides of Mivumo River Lodge are on hand to offer an unrivalled 
selection of exclusive game- viewing safaris, boat safaris, ornithological tours, guided walks, picnics on a sandbank and fishing. 
Visits to the hot springs and a number of historical sites can be arranged. Access by plane: Selous Stieglers airstrip

Sand Rivers Selous 
Sand Rivers Selous offers the most extraordinary scenery. Located deep inside the Selous Game Reserve along the picturesque 
Rufiji River and looking both east and west, following the escarpment up and around a lazy bend, the camp enjoys a privileged 
position, away from the central region of Manze and Siwandu. It has 8 stone and thatched cottages raised off the ground and 
open-fronted to allow a view of the river. Sleeping in open-fronted rooms and being close to nature while enjoying all the 
comforts of a conventional lodge and being completely safe is an amazing experience. 

The cottages are divided into 5 Riverside rooms and 3 Hillside suites. The principal furnishings in all cottages are massive 
wooden four-poster beds, ceiling fans, plus a set of easy chairs for enjoying the view. The huge bathrooms have no bath, but 
rock cascading waterfall showers. The 3 Hillside suites have all the above with a large living space with sumptuous sofas and 
a small plunge pool. The view from above is simply outstanding. It is a bit of a walk to the main areas but definitely worth the 
exercise. The main mess situated on the edge of the Rufiji River is spacious, open-fronted and cool. 

The decor creates a relaxed atmosphere with a mix of white washed stonewalls, carved wooden furniture and African 
sculptures. There is a chill-out area near the library and then various dining spots around the main pool, privately tucked away 
in a quiet corner of the mess. Immediately adjacent is the open air curved swimming pool, which sits under a large baobab 
tree. Whilst you are swimming and relaxing during the heat of the day you can enjoy the panoramic views of the river and 

Kiba Point
Kiba Point is a private camp, which has taken on an exclusive basis. Standing about a mile away from its sister-camp Sand 
Rivers, It has four open-fronted rooms set back from the river in the forest line, each with a plunge pool. The camp has its 
own team and feature private guides and activities that are not tied to the main camp. It is definitely the perfect solution for a 
group travelling together. Days at Sand Rivers are about exploring with cars, boats and your feet to explore the hidden gems 
that define this exceptional part of Selous. 

In the morning guests usually go for a walking safari or a classic 4x4 safari, which explores the plains and lakeshores. An 
afternoon safari will head out at 4pm. Other options include a spot of fishing, or a relaxing soak in the Tagalala hot springs. 
Sand Rivers Selous can organise an adventurous fly camping experience with just a mosquito net between you and the vast 
African night sky. Children over the age of 8 years are most welcome but they must be 12 years and over to participate in 
walking safaris.

Southern Tanzania | Selous Game Reserve | Our Selection Of Camps And Lodges
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Siwandu 
Siwandu is a luxury-tented camp perfectly situated to fully experience the breathtaking landscape and abundant wildlife of 
the Selous Game Reserve. Sheltered in a grove of palms on the shores of Lake Nzerakera, part of the watery byways of the 
Rufiji River system, Siwandu is in fact evenly divided into two more intimately sized camps, the North and South camp. Each 
camp has its own lounge, dining and bar raised on a viewing platform. With large sofas, it is the perfect area to relax, watch the 
excellent birdlife in the area, or try the traditional African bao board game. No movement between camps is required as each 
has its own host, guides, swimming pool, game vehicles and jetty for boat safaris. Each camp has its own kitchen where the 
chefs produce delicious meals. The table d’hôte dining makes the most of African influences with local fresh fruit, vegetables 
& spices. The 13 spacious octagonal tents of canvas and secure mosquito netting are topped in thatch and have a pleasant 
view of Lake Nzerakera. A comfortable sofa and a spacious veranda enable guests to gaze upon the animals as they saunter 
past. Observe the wildlife while reclining on the majestic king sized bed under the overhead fan or from the open-air stargazer. 
The solar-heated showers adjoin the en-suite bathrooms. Game drives are in open-sided 4-wheel drive vehicles and are led by 
expert guides. Other activities include river safaris in boats with outboard motors and fishing trips on the mighty Rufiji River 
for catfish and tiger fish catches. It is possible to undertake game walks from the camp or for the more adventurous, walking 
safaris in pristine surroundings can be arranged. With its wonderful location, Siwandu is a paradise for bird lovers. The guides 
are knowledgeable and there is a wide variety of species. Children over 6 years are welcome to stay, however, they must be 16 
years old to participate in a walking safari. Access by air: Selous Siwandu airstrip

Azura Selous  
Azura Selous is a luxurious tented camp situated in a fabulous location on the bank of the Great Ruaha River. The area is known 
to be very remote so you might be alone enjoying the regular hippo sightings from the camp as well as other game coming for 
a drink. At Azura Selous guests feels like they are in a private concession as it is unlikely to see other cars during their entire 
stay. At the heart of the camp is the stunning large infinity pool overlooking the river. The main areas consist of a comfortable 
open sided lounge, ideal for an after dinner drink and there is a second open dining area where breakfast and lunch are served. 
Both the lounge and dining area are on raised platforms overlooking the pool as well as having fantastic views out to the Ruaha 
River. Azura Selous has certainly not compromised on luxury or style and offers one of the most exclusive safaris imaginable. 
It brings sophistication and style in complete contrast with the rawness of its natural surroundings. The 12-tented villas have 
differing animal themes and all have private plunge pools overlooking the river rapids. The unique ‘eco-chic’ design offers 
guests something very different and fresh compared to other lodges in southern Tanzania. They feature handmade items from 
community-based projects in line with Azura’s ‘designed to give’ principles. Being part stone and part tented, linked with a large 
reception area designed to mimic a huge termite mound, these unique tented villas give you the best of both worlds and have 
all the luxuries you can imagine for a bush stay. The villas are air-conditioned and offer over 90sqm of internal space. The tented 
bedrooms are large and offer very comfortable custom made beds. Large opulent stone bathrooms give all the comfort needed 
and come with wonderful indoor and outdoor showers where you can shower under the elements in privacy. The camp features 
a spa for all your relaxation needs. Activities at Azura Selous include game drives with very knowledgeable and patient guides. 

Beho Beho  
Beho Beho is an intimate and luxurious wilderness retreat situated high on a hill in an area dotted with baobab trees. It was the 
first camp to be sited in The Selous Game Reserve, some 40 years back. Designated as a private camp it has fiercely protected 
its individuality and privileged location as one of the most magical places to visit for a safari in Africa. The central lounge and 
bar area has a mix of comfortable sofas, Persian rugs from the owner’s family home and African carvings. The whole area is 
open sided with fantastic views across the valley and down to a small floodlit waterhole. Near the cocktail bar and billiards 
room is a sophisticated setting for post safari relaxation. The swimming pool and deck are the ideal place to cool off before an 
afternoon safari. You can often spot game from here. The 8 stone bandas at Beho Beho are spacious and airy and have been 
designed to capture the slightest breeze - at seven degrees south of the equator this is an important consideration. The bandas 
are strategically placed with wide-blade ceiling fans to assist nature if required. This feeling of space is accentuated by the fact 
that the main suite area has no front wall or windows, but is totally open on to the front veranda of each banda. The veranda 
itself reveals what must be one of the most magnificent views in Africa. Each banda comes equipped with huge comfy chairs 
large enough to curl up in, a truly king-sized mosquito netted double bed, a Zanzibari day bed to laze away the odd hour in 
the afternoon, Persian carpets and a tripod mounted telescope for private game spotting. A separate dressing room leads to a 
spacious fully equipped bathroom and an open- air shower with game viewing benefits. The newest addition to the Beho Beho 
family is a private house - Bailey’s banda, your home in the Selous. This private villa positioned on the hillside overlooking the 
main camp enjoys stunning views into the valley and the hippo pools, which are certainly wild Africa at its very best. With two 
very spacious Beho Beho style en-suite bedrooms, Bailey’s banda is ideal for friends travelling together, or families.

Like most of the other lodges in Selous, boating cannot be guaranteed. The water levels of the Ruaha River, which the lodge is beside, varies considerably due to a 
dam upstream - so guests coming here should know that there is a high chance they won’t be able to participate in this activity. Walking safaris offer guests the rare 
chance to get up-close and personal with the ‘little five’, as well as learn about the relationship between flora and fauna and the medicinal values of the plants that 
thrive in the reserve. A highly educational and uniquely enlightening experience is walking safaris where you follow the tracks, sights, smells and sounds of animals 
big and small into the wilds of Africa. Other activities are the night game drives, birding and fishing. Azura Selous is a family friendly camp and welcomes children 
over 6 years of age. It is the only camp in the Selous with a dedicated children’s program. Children with the guides can participate in nature walks around the camp, 
or if over 12, can go for a walking safari with their parents and our guides. They can try their hand at fishing in the Great Ruaha River in front of the lodge. Children 
under 17 years must share a tent with an adult. Access by air: Selous Sumbazi airstrip

The open-plan and open-sided main areas are perfect for dining and relaxing together with a plunge pool and sunbathing/game viewing deck. The accent is on 
privacy and enjoying quality private time with dedicated staff, its own kitchen (complete with chef) and exclusive safari vehicle. Game activities are tailor-made to suit 
each guest and are guided and guarded by some of the most qualified guides in East Africa. It is not always necessary to leave the camp to witness excellent game 
viewing, as the camp appears to be on a crossroads of animal migratory routes. Game drives are best taken early in the morning or at dusk. It is possible to visit Lake 
Tagalala & Maji Moto hot springs, where you can undertake boating safaris. The lake is surrounded by a number of natural springs, which attracts amazing birdlife as 
well as a large hippo and crocodile population. Children under 12 are not permitted for this type of property or game experience. 
Access by air: Selous Beho Beho airstrip



Southern Tanzania | Ruaha National Park
Located in the heart of Tanzania, Ruaha National Park is almost a hidden gem, 
which many are not aware of. The park gets far fewer tourists than the Selous 
and less than any comparable park in the Northern circuit. Ruaha National 
Park is part of the Rungwa-Kizigo–Muhesi ecosystem, which covers more than 
45,000 square kilometres. In 2008 Usangu Game Reserve and other important 
wetlands in Usangu basin have been annexed into the park, making it the largest 
park in Tanzania and East Africa with an area of about 20,226 square kilometres. 
No other national park in Tanzania has the diversity of Ruaha and its dramatic 
scenery including rolling hills, large open plains and groves of skeletal baobabs. 
This unspoilt wilderness is rich in flora and fauna (about 1650 plant species) and 
contains a wide variety of animals. The Great Ruaha River, like other rivers such 
as Mwagusi, Jongomero and Mzombe, plays an important role in the ecosystem 
of the park and provides sanctuary to a large number of hippos and crocodiles. 
During the dry season, these rivers become the main source of water for wildlife. 
There are a few natural springs serving the same purpose. In the thick of the dry 
season, it is incredible to see how elephants obtain water from dry sand rivers 
using their front feet and trunks.

During the dry season the river attracts great numbers of game including the 
greater and lesser kudu, roan and sable antelopes, which are rarely seen in other 
game parks especially in Northern Tanzania. Ruaha is famous for its incredible 
herds of elephants, buffalos, impala, waterbucks, warthogs, giraffes and elands. 
In the plains, ostriches, cheetahs and grants gazelles can be seen. The National 
Park is a paradise for predators. Lions are big and healthy and their prides tend 
to have bigger numbers, which can go up to 20. Cheetahs can often be seen 
hunting on the open plains and the park has a particularly good reputation for 
leopard sightings. It is one of the last major strongholds for African wild dog 
populations with more than 100 found here. Black-backed jackals and spotted 
hyenas are both common and easily seen and the rare striped hyena, though 
seldom observed, also lives here.

The main activity in Ruaha is daytime game driving and boat safari (only at Jongomero). Night safaris are not permitted in this park. All visitors must return to the 
camps before 7pm.

The best time to visit Ruaha:
• The best time for game viewing is during the dry season, from June to December

• The short rainfall season begins November to February and the bush is green and game viewing is quite good and it is the peak season for bird lovers

• During the long rainy season, from March to May some tracks become impassable and lodges are usually closed

Did you know that there are eight species of baobab, one in mainland Africa, six in Madagascar and one in Australia? The one in Tanzania is Adansonia digitata and 
it is the largest at up to 30m tall. For those wishing to see and photograph this very iconic African tree, Ruaha, with its beautiful landscape of baobab forest is the 
best place to visit in southern Tanzania. For the north side, the baobabs are found in Tarangire National Park.

Access to Ruaha: The best way to reach the park is by air. Scheduled and chartered flights into the park mainly from Arusha and Dar-es-salaam exist. Airstrips are 
located inside the park at Msembe and Jongomero.

Ruaha is a paradise for bird lovers. More than 500 species can be spotted and some of them are known to be migrants from within and outside Africa. Migrating 
species from Europe, Asia, the Australian rim and Madagascar have been recorded in the park. The resident birds of Ruaha national park are the crested barbet, 
Dickinson’s kestrel, pale-billed hornbill, violet-crested turaco, racket-tailed roller, plovers, kingfishers, and hornbills. The national park is inhabited by birds of prey such 
as pel’s fishing owl, the African hawk, the bateleur, and eagles such as the long-crested, martial and snake eagles. The recently annexed wetland, the Usangu basin is 
one of the country’s important bird areas as recognised by Birdlife International.
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Jongomero
Jongomero is gloriously isolated under the magnificent shade trees, on the banks of a seasonal river in the remote southern 
sector of Ruaha National Park. In these southern boundaries of the park it is extremely unlikely that you will come across any 
other vehicles while on safari. This secluded idyll offers a chance to discover true unadulterated wilderness. Jongomero is the 
definition of style and luxury. It is intimate and perfect for those who are dreaming of a true African bush experience without 
compromising on comfort. The camp is spread along the banks of the Jongomero River, which flows strongly during the rainy 
season. During the dry season the river becomes a natural sandy pathway for animals in search of water. You can sit in the 
comfort of the veranda in your tented suite and watch as a variety of animals, especially elephants, walk along the dry riverbed. 
Positioned on one of the meanders with sweeping views of the bank beyond lies the camp bar, lounge and restaurant. This 
impressive locally crafted structure is an open wooden terrace shaded by a high thatched roof and filled with sumptuous sofas 
and striking furniture made of reclaimed dhow wood. It is an inviting spot to relax with a cup of tea while leafing through one 
of the camp’s library reference books or socialise with camp managers and fellow guests around the bar. Alternatively, on warm 
days, laze around the pool and enjoy the sights and sounds of being so close to nature. Jongomero has eight stylish tented 
suites beautifully designed to offer the   highest standards while still feeling absorbed by the nature around. Each tent is raised 
on a wooden platform, which encompasses a large private veranda that overlooks the riverbed. Spacious and well furnished, 
the rooms contain vast king size beds, a writing desk, fan, dressing room and an en-suite shower room. The activity options 
available at Jongomero are diverse. The normal game drives go out twice per day, in the morning and afternoon in open 4x4 
vehicles. A game walk through this magnificent park is a must if you want to get as close to nature as possible. There are daily 
bush walks through this great wilderness accompanied by an armed guide & a park ranger (offered to guests aged 16 or over). 

Kwihala Camp 
Kwihala Camp is located in the northern part of the park, near the Mwagusi sand river, on the edge of the escarpment in a 
beautiful game rich area. It is one of the best locations in the Ruaha famed for very rare sightings of other safari vehicles 
despite the fact that the animals congregate here all year round. A stay at Kwihala camp gives you the opportunity to 
experience Africa in its most raw form, while enjoying all the comforts of luxury accommodation. The surroundings are wild 
and the camp blends nicely into it. The main lounge/dining area is a wonderful open-sided tent, which faces the bush. It is 
the social heart of the camp where guests love to relax on the comfortable sofas. Pottery, vases and bowls are dotted around 
the tent all featuring the signature Kwihala baobab. Meals are shared either under canvas or in the alfresco dining area beside 
the campfire, accompanied by the stirring night sounds of the bush. This intimate camp consists of six 40sqm large sand 
coloured canvas tents. Each tent is lovingly furnished combining simple and practical furniture with a stylish flair. Bathroom is 
en-suite with a bucket shower and flushing toilet. Large gauze-screened windows allow the beauty of the surroundings to take 
centre stage and shaded private verandas provide the perfect spot to watch the game as it passes through camp. Families 
with children aged five and older are warmly welcomed at Kwihala. The camp has a family tent that sleeps four, however, 
Kwihala do not offer specific activities for children or personal guides. Game drives and walking safaris are organised by highly 
experienced guides and are undertaken during the early mornings and late afternoons, when the animals are at their most 
active. Access by air: Selous Msembe airstrip

Kigelia Camp
Kigelia Camp takes its name from the grove of sausage trees, Kigelia africana, where it nestles on the banks above the Ifuguru 
sand river. The sausage tree is one of the most distinctive on the continent, with its pendulous pods that erupt into brilliant 
scarlet flowers. This area of Ruaha has an utterly unique ecosystem as it is where southern Africa meets East Africa, with an 
unusual overlap of animals and plants found nowhere else. With six ample tents blending the surrounding landscape, Kigelia 
camp is a dream for those who want to totally immerse in the day-to-day rhythms of Ruaha’s charm and simplicity. Falling 
asleep under the canvas to the calls of leopards and waking in the dappled light of the sun as it peers through the bush is simply 
magic. Each of the six individual airy tents provides shelter from the elements without detracting from the beauty of the natural 
bush setting. They are spacious and well furnished with natural and locally crafted pale wood furniture, en-suite bathrooms with 
a hot safari-style bucket shower under the stars and a flush toilet. Each has a makuti-thatched roof to keep it cool during the 
hotter months. Kigelia is family friendly with its generous family tent comprising of two bedrooms with en-suite bathrooms and 
a connecting living area. This option is ideal for parents travelling with children aged eight years and over.
The camp encourages guests to design their own activities program in consultation with their guide so as to best exploit the 
park’s potential. They can decide to leave with a picnic lunch on an extended game drive or sundowners on the sandy banks of 
the Ifuguru River, in the lengthening shadows of baobab trees. Access by air: Selous Msembe airstrip

Southern Tanzania | Ruaha National Park | Our Selection Of Camps

For those with a truly wild heart, Jongomero run an excellent fly-camp. During the day, walk and discover the hidden depths of Ruaha National Park while overnight, 
sleep under a canopy of stars after sharing stories around the campfire. This is the perfect idyllic adventure! In our opinion Jongomero tends to appeal more to 
couples than families, however, the camp accepts children from six years old with a limit of two aged between 6 and 11 in the camp at any one time. Children in the 
camp are the responsibility of the parents or guardians at all times. Access by air: Selous Jongomero airstrip
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Southern Tanzania | Dar Es Salaam & The South Coast

Southern Tanzania | Dar Es Salaam | Our Selection Of City Hotels

From a small Swahili town in the middle of the 19th century, Dar es Salaam (meaning the haven of peace in Arabic) has grown into a large metropolitan centre with 
a population of over 3,500,000 dwellers. Located on the Indian Ocean coast Dar es Salaam’s architecture is a legacy of Swahili, colonial and Asian influences. The 
city population represents over 120 tribes of Tanzania with their different cultural backgrounds coming together, alongside the oriental civilisations, the Middle East, 
Europeans including early Portuguese visitors in the 16th century, the Germans and later the British. All cultures at one time or another passed through Dar es Salaam. 
It is necessary to visit Dar es Salaam to understand the secret of letting different cultures live together in absolute harmony. A tour of the city will take you to the 
national museum, the Nyerere cultural centre, the village museum, Mwenge carvings market, and the Magogoni fish market, among other interesting spots.

Climate: Dar es Salaam is located 6 degrees south of the Equator, therefore has an equatorial climate with high humidity. The rainy seasons between March to May 
and November to December can bring dramatic torrential rain but it is usually of short duration followed by sunshine.
Being the commercial capital of Tanzania, Dar es Salaam is the main gateway to the nature reserves of southern Tanzania. These include Selous, Saadani, Mikumi, 
Ruaha and Udzungwa mountains. It serves as a convenient connection for travel to Mafia Island and Songo Songo Archipelago, Zanzibar, Pemba Island

The Oyster Bay
The Oyster Bay facing the Indian Ocean is an intimate African boutique hotel located in a residential area. Overlooking the beach, Oyster Bay offers more places to 
enjoy a break after your safari and a few nights of relaxation before heading back to the hustle and bustle of daily life. The landscaped gardens offer seating areas, a 
pool and writing desks with scenic views. The lounges and dining areas flow out on to a covered veranda and a gazebo to enjoy the space. All areas are air conditioned 
for the hotter more humid months but also have French doors to allow the flow of the natural tropical breeze. Meals are served on the veranda, in the dining area and 
on the pool deck depending on the time of day and weather conditions. Oyster Bay has eight suites spread out on three floors. The ocean facing suites are spacious 
measuring around 70sqm with luxurious bathrooms, air-conditioning and decorated with fabulous contemporary African style furniture. Bedrooms have king sized 
or twin beds, a private lounge as well as writing desks and plasma screen televisions. Oyster Bay welcomes children and can arrange extra fold-up beds to allow a 
child to stay in the same suite as the parents.

The Hyatt Regency Dar es Salaam - The Kilimanjaro
The Hyatt Regency Dar es Salaam - The Kilimanjaro, is an eight-story luxury hotel offering a stunning view over a picturesque lagoon and the city’s islands. Situated 
on the seafront of Dar es Salaam, beside the harbour, known fondly as “The Kili”, this iconic hotel has been a landmark in Dar es Salaam since the mid 1960s serving 
travellers and dignitaries for many years. It has hosted many famous people from pop star Michael Jackson to world leaders such as Nelson Mandela. The 180 rooms, 
amongst the largest in Dar es Salaam, are well appointed offering a combination of elegance, comfort and luxury. A warm blend of African and European décor sets 
the stage for each stay, while abundant en-suite bathrooms, freestanding bathtubs, separate rain showers, satellite televisions, wireless Internet access and floor-
to-ceiling windows looking out over Dar es Salaam city or the Indian Ocean round out the luxuriously modern experience. The sea facing rooms and suites offer 
magnificent views of the harbour, while the royal and presidential suites have been home away from home for the most distinguished travellers. The hotel also boasts 
an incredible outdoor infinity pool on the 1st floor with a deck and superb views overlooking the Dar es Salaam harbour. There is a grand shopping arcade on its lobby 
level with an impressive collection of African ethnic art, custom jewellery, handicrafts and African clothing. The hotel’s Anantara spa offers facials, beauty treatments 
and in-room massages as well as a sauna. While staying at Hyatt Regency, guests can look forward to delicious dining in the hotel’s two renowned restaurants, the 
Palm and Oriental, where an international team of chefs offer a wide choice to meet your tastes from European specialties and classic Swahili dishes, to fresh sushi 
and sashimi and other Asian classics. Do not leave the hotel without spending some time at the amazing rooftop bar on the Level 8.
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Dar es Salaam Serena Hotel
Dar es Salaam Serena Hotel is a Tanzanian landmark and has been a symbol of luxury and elegance over the years. Encircled by tropical gardens and minutes away 
from the broad sweep of the Indian Ocean beaches that characterise this vibrant city, the hotel offers world-class professionalism and 5 star facilities. Stylish yet 
relaxed, Serena hotel is one of the capital city’s most popular rendezvous venues with its attractive swimming pool set aside in private gardens overlooking the city’s 
best golf course. The 230 air-conditioned rooms and suites are spacious and well-appointed, with large double beds, hairdryers, coffeemakers, and wide-screen 
televisions with a full cable selection. Business travellers will appreciate the work desks and fast Wi-Fi connection. 

The breakfast is served in a sunny, air-conditioned dinning room overlooking the gardens, or on the shaded outdoor tables. For dinner, there’s the choice of a themed 
dinner buffet at the main Serengeti restaurant, Italian cuisine at the trendy but intimate Jahazi restaurant or pub fare at the ever-busy Kibo sports bar.

Ras Kutani
Ras Kutani is an idyllic barefoot hideaway that you can easily combine with a safari in the Southern parks of Tanzania. Set in a remote location, this small lodge lies 
between the deserted shores of the Indian Ocean and the quiet inlets of a freshwater lagoon. Surrounded by a coastal forest, the soul of Ras Kutani emanates from 
the never-ending stretches of creamy white sand, broken only by footprints and the lapping of the cool blue waves. This sought-after beach solitude is the foundation 
of pure relaxation. The lodge constructed from locally sustainable natural materials emerges out of the trees and almost feels part of nature. In the heart of the 
retreat lies the lovely lounge with its large open-sided thatch structure. For greater relaxation, it has plenty of low sofas, with an abundance of colourful cushions. 
The accommodation blends seamlessly into Ras Kutani’s exquisite environment, offering alfresco luxury living with a Swahili twist.

Nine beach cottages are scattered on either side of the main building, all with ocean views and gentle breezes. Under the thatch, a spacious veranda unfurls with 
comfortable kikoy seating and lazy-making hammocks. Perched on the hillside, four secluded suites with private pools take guests deeper into the coastal forest 
offering definitive privacy. For friends and family holidays we recommend the Hill house situated above the main camp with blissful sea views. The house comprises 
of two spacious en-suite rooms, linked by an expansive terrace with built-in seating. It is an ideal space to swap holiday stories and enjoy each other’s company.

The main emphasis at Ras Kutani is pure relaxation on the sun loungers by the cool waters of the swimming pool or on the deserted beach but various activities are 
offered to compliment its unique location.

• Between the months of July to October guests may have the chance to witness the awe-inspiring humpback whales

• Snorkelling equipment is at your disposal to explore the shipwreck of the Chyko, a cargo vessel built in the 1900s, which lies just off shore. Although this side of the 
coast is not a marine park, the waters do offer a snapshot of the beautiful Indian Ocean, with strikingly coloured fish and intricate corals

• Seasonally, each year green turtles return to the sheltered beaches of Ras Kutani to nest, which offers guests the opportunity to behold in wonder as baby turtles 
hatch and make their first journey towards the ocean. This activity is organised in conjunction with Sea Sense, a Non Government Organisation that works closely 
with coastal communities in Tanzania to conserve and protect endangered marine species. This humbling and charming experience is not to be missed

Access by road: the lodge is located 25km south of Dar es Salaam



Zanzibar & Other Tanzanian Islands
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Zanzibar Island | Stone Town
Set like a jewel in tranquil coral waters, Zanzibar is one of the world’s most 
beautiful islands. Its name evokes a romantic past. To the shores of these 
islands came Summerians, Assyrians, Hindus, Egyptians, Phoenicians, Arabians, 
Chinese, Malaysians and the Portuguese, all sailing in on monsoon winds. From 
these shores the great European explorers Burton, Speke, Livingstone, Krapf, 
Rebman and Grant set out on their voyages of discovery into the east and 
central African hinterland.

Zanzibar is the birthplace of the fascinating Swahili culture with its elegant 
architecture, full of balconies, courtyards, hand-carved doors and mosques. 
The impact of the different cultures can be seen on the buildings and in the 
faces of the locals while walking around Stone Town. Coral and stone houses 
boast imposing wooden Zanzibar doors, set with brass studs to defend against 
charging elephants, intricately carved with scripts from the Quran. Indian houses 
have courtyards behind shop fronts and delicate and beautiful carved balconies. 
Arab homes are characterised by white washed walls, flat terraces and small 
windows. The ‘House of Wonders’ and the narrow streets of the old Stone Town 
are just some of the vivid reminders of the island’s long and coloured history. 
To understand Zanzibar’s history one cannot ignore that for decades the island 
had been in the middle of the slave and ivory trade route. This tiny island 
was one of the main slave-trading ports in East Africa. It was the base from 
which its opponents, such as David Livingstone, conducted their campaign of 
suppressing slavery. When the slave market was closed in 1873, the missionaries 
bought the site and built an Anglican cathedral, the oldest Christian church of 
its kind in East Africa.

According to UNESCO, Stone Town has brought together and homogenised 
disparate elements of the cultures of Africa, the Arab region, India, and Europe 
over more than a millennium. The city is now a World Heritage Site.
Fascinating history, exotic spices, sandy beaches and hospitable people, this is 
the enchantment of Zanzibar.

Different excursions can be arranged before or while in Zanzibar.
• A spice tour: Detailed descriptions of the spices are given, and their uses 
in cooking and cosmetics. Since ancient times, a flourishing sea-going trade 
has existed between the nations surrounding the Indian Ocean. Goods from 
Indonesia, Malaysia and India have been arriving on the coast of East Africa for 
centuries, borne on wooden dhows sailing the monsoon winds that blow across 
this region. With the demise of the slave trade in the late nineteenth century, 
spices became Zanzibar’s main source of income. Your guide will take you on 
a walking tour of the villages and plantations, picking bunches of leaves, fruit 
and twigs from bushes and inviting you to smell or taste them to guess what 
they are. Some of the spices are cloves, cinnamon, turmeric, ginger, garlic, black 
pepper, nutmeg and vanilla among many others

• Another popular excursion is the Zanzibar Stone Town tour, which is literally 
a travel into history of this old capital of the Omani Sultans. Ask your guide to 
pass-by ‘Tamu’ for a delicious and refreshing Italian ice cream!

• Other excursions will include the old slave cave, Prison Island, ruins of what 
was the palace of the Sultan Said, the old slave market and many other historical 
places

• Dolphin safari in the south of the island

• Diving excursion in the north of the island

• Jozani forest, which is a habitat for many species of animals, and birds, is 
famous for its Red Colobus monkeys

Golf in Zanzibar:
Sprawling over 100 acres and only 30 minutes away from Stone Town, the 
magnificent golf course designed by Peter Matkovich, consists of an undercover 
driving range, practice greens, 9 holes and 18 tees. With soft to undulating 
movement, the course showcases many natural features of the island by 
meandering through tropical bush, past indigenous trees, coastal dunes and 
a mangrove area. One of the most special features is that two of the finishing 
holes plays alongside the Indian Ocean and although the course is 9 holes, the 
variation in distance and direction that is encountered on both the front and 
back 9 allows the golfer to feel that they have played a full 18 holes.

Zanzibar beaches:
The beaches in Zanzibar are some of the best beaches in the world, interspersed 
with picturesque fishing villages, where people have been living a simple way 
of life for centuries.
Although there are many fantastic beaches in Zanzibar, the sand and surf can 
vary depending on what side of the island you’re on.

• Up north, ocean swimming is much less susceptible to the tides. It is the best 
place for smooth beaches and white sands. The north is the dhow building 
capital of Zanzibar Island. It is a good place to see and chat with traditional 
craftsmen at work. It offers a variety of water sports and has a fully equipped 
dive centre, which specialises in trips to the spectacular Mnemba Atoll. Essque 
Zalu Per Aquum and & Beyond Mnemba Island Lodge are located in the north 
of Zanzibar

• The east coast of Zanzibar is known for its expansive, white-sand beaches. The 
waves break over coral reefs and sand bars offshore and low tide reveals small 
pools of starfish, small minnows and anemones. The tidal range can make ocean 
swimming difficult during certain parts of the day but the tides are a part of the 
natural rhythm of the island

• People rely on the sea for their livelihood and the shores bustle with fishermen, 
seaweed farmers and people going about their daily lives. Melia Zanzibar is 
located on the East coast

• If you are looking for a relaxing and authentic getaway, the southeastern coast 
of Zanzibar is known for being calm and quiet. It is a great place to experience 
authentic island living. On the beaches, you will see seaweed farmers cultivating 
along the shore, fishermen bringing in their daily catch, as well as kids splashing 
in the water or playing football. The white-sandy beaches and crystal blue 
waters are astonishing. Like most of the beaches on the eastern coast, the tidal 
range here can make it difficult to swim at low tide. Baraza Resort & Spa and 
White Sand Luxury Villas & Spa are located on the Southeastern coast

• Southwest Zanzibar is a friendly and quiet area with its low tourist traffic 
and minimal development. The coastline here is unique, marked by coral cliffs 
sitting above the water giving way to secluded alcove beaches. It is a unique 
experience as it is the best place to see and swim with dolphins at Kizimkazi. 
You can visit in the same village one of the oldest buildings on the Swahili Coast 
of East Africa, the Kizimkazi Mosque. The Residence Zanzibar is located in the 
Southwest coast of the island

Access: Most visitors will combine Zanzibar with a safari.

• There are daily flights from the northern parks of Tanzania (Serengeti, Ndutu, 
Manyara) and from Arusha or Kilimanjaro International Airport

• From Dar es Salaam you can fly (20mins flight) or take a speedboat for a two 
hours cruise on the Indian Ocean
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The Park Hyatt Zanzibar
The Park Hyatt Zanzibar is the place where contemporary comforts meet 17th-century style. Located in the heart of the World 
Heritage-listed old district of Stone Town, set right by a white sandy beach and the Indian Ocean, this amazing luxury hotel 
is housed in two buildings, one of them Mambo Msiige, a building steeped in history, grace and mystique with a story dating 
back to the 17th century. A typical Zanzibari mansion, centered around a peaceful courtyard, Mambo Msiige is a unique gem 
with architecture that embraces Swahili culture alongside Arab, Persian, Indian and European elements. The new and purpose 
built Zamani residence connects to Mambo Msiige, blending old with new, historic with contemporary. Inside, the beautiful 
reception is an open courtyard, with marble floors, a fountain, chandeliers and ceiling fans. All bar and dining areas have their 
own oceanfront terrace facing the local beach and magnificent unobtrusive views of the dhow harbours and the Indian Ocean.
There are 67 rooms, including 11 suites. All are modern in their design and spacious. The smallest room is 45sqm. The Park view 
and Park deluxe categories are oceanfront and enjoy lovely sea views, whilst all of the suites enjoy a private balcony with ocean 
views. With its perfect location, guests staying at Park Hyatt will be steps from Forodhani gardens, the House of wonders, the 
Arabian fort and the harbour. They can swim in the sea from the hotel, walk along the beach and explore the old town without 
needing a car. The excellent in-house Anantara spa is located in the oldest part of the building. It features 3 large spa suites, 
including a couple’s spa suite with a private outdoor relaxation area. You will love indulging in a spa treatment before relaxing 
by the infinity pool. There is a fitness centre and two luxury boutiques selling a lovely range of gifts and souvenirs.

The hotel offers a range of activities and excursions, which includes an experience not to be missed, a dhow sunset cruise and 
scuba diving.

Zanzibar Serena Hotel 
Zanzibar Serena Hotel is a haven of tranquility and opulence amongst the bustle of one of Africa’s most ancient and enchanting 
towns. Splendidly situated on the sea-front of ancient Stone Town, and flanked by an exotic mix of sultan’s palaces, Portuguese 
forts, ancient dhow harbours, bright bazaars and a member of the prestigious small luxury hotels of the world, it has the 
panache to represent the epitome of Swahili style, ethnic elegance and Arabic opulence, setting it apart as one of the finest 
hotels in Zanzibar.

Designed so the dhows sail right past its windows, the Baharia restaurant offers all-day international and Swahili cuisine, while 
the Terrace seafood restaurant is a romantic rooftop restaurant overlooking the bay.

Each of 51 rooms and suites at Zanzibar Serena Hotel are designed in traditional Swahili style with high ceilings, arched niches, 
shuttered windows and white walls. Antique plates and lamps meld with carved wooden furniture with basket weave and 
ceramic inlay. Spread on three floors, all are sea facing, have romantic four-poster beds and include a spacious balcony with 
a large freestanding hammock. There is a lovely pool terrace overlooking the ocean and a short stretch of public beach in 
front of the hotel where you can watch as locals go about their daily life. The hotel has a private beach club with a restaurant 
and a bar located on the un-spoilt northwest coast of Zanzibar. Backed by coconut palms fronted by secluded white sandy 
beaches and rocky coves, looking out over an expanse of translucent turquoise waters, the Mangapwani Serena beach club is 
the ultimate island paradise.

The Mashariki Palace Hotel
The Mashariki Palace Hotel is in the heart of Stone Town and lies in an amazing historical building that was built 200 years 
ago by the first Sultan of Zanzibar. The palace is located in an enviable location near the House of Wonders, a short walk from 
Forodhani, the mosque and Palace museum and the seafront. It makes Mashariki Palace an excellent choice to explore the charm 
of Stone Town. The place once home to Omani princes and the Sultan of Zanzibar is now converted into a small luxury boutique 
hotel. The architect who worked on the project adhered to the original architecture and kept the high ceilings in place providing 
a peaceful home for guests. Each room is different in terms of layout, but all have a coherent style. Rooms have balconies, sea 
views and large living areas and/or mezzanine floors. All are enclosed in this original historic palace with cool thick walls, Arabian 
beds, and carved doors. The decor is neutral creams, sand and charcoal and there is enough detailing to avoid the tedium of 
minimalism-by-numbers.

Mashariki Palace has 20 rooms, 11 of which are the Darajani superior rooms about 30sqm in size, 7 Forodhani deluxe rooms, 3 
of which are more than 35sqm that conserve the real interior architecture of the palace, with ceilings, which are about 5 metres 
high. Some rooms include a living area. There is one family suite for four people with a mezzanine floor and restored wooden 
stairs. In order to meet all kind of expectations, the two ‘garçonnières’ seated at the top-roof of the palace are like a chest and 
offer a stunning view of the Indian Ocean and rooftops of Stone Town. The restaurant and Kusi bar are conveniently located 
on the top-roof terrace with breathtaking views of the ocean, Forodhani gardens, House of Wonders and spectacular sunsets.

Zanzibar Island |Stone Town |Our Selection Of Hotels
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Baraza Resort & Spa
Baraza Resort & Spa lies on the south eastern coast of the island of Zanzibar, along the award winning Bwejuu beach, recently 
voted by the prestigious top travel magazine, Conde Nast Traveller as one of the top 30 island beaches in the world. The Resort 
is situated on a 240m stretch of fine sand, with a coral reef facing the ocean that runs down the eastern shore of Zanzibar.
The 30 villas are spread around a beautifully manicured garden filled with bright bougainvillea flowers. The resort evokes the 
heritage of Zanzibar dating back to the era of the Sultans. A fusion of Arabic, Swahili and Indian design, with Swahili arches, 
intricate hand carved cement décor, beautiful antiques, handmade furniture and intricate brass lanterns, Baraza is sure to offer 
unparalleled standards of luxury on the Island of Zanzibar. There are 14 one-bedroom villas and 15 two-bedroom villas, as well 
as one two-bedroom presidential villa. All the accommodation villas are designed to characterise classic Swahili architecture 
featuring dramatic arches, cement Baraza benches and intricate hand carved cement decorations. The spacious villas feature 
luxury interiors, beautiful fabrics, hand-carved furniture, brass lanterns, large bathrooms with luxury fittings as well as a spacious 
terrace and a private plunge pool. For an all-inclusive stay, dining at Baraza focuses on fresh produce and menus inspired by 
Arabic, Indian, Persian, Asian and Swahili flavours. 

The Ocean lounge bar & restaurant offers buffet-style lunches from its tandoor oven, salad bar, pizza oven or daily chef’s special 
menu, as well as afternoon tea. Dinner is either alfresco at the Livingstone terrace or in the stunning Sultan’s dining room. The 
candle-lit Frangipani spa is a tranquil sanctuary complete with an outdoor relaxation area, Sultan’s bath and lap pool with 
underwater music. The resort has a fitness centre with a fully equipped gym with instructors on hand to guide you. A tennis 
court is available for use all day and evening. A coral reef faces the shore for snorkelling straight from the beach. Activities such 
as kite surfing, sailing and paddle boarding from the water club centre on the beachfront can be arranged. Diving courses are 
available from the PADI 5 star dive centre.

Melia Zanzibar 
Meliá Zanzibar is a luxury all-inclusive resort situated on the northeast coast of Zanzibar. Built on a 40-acre estate, the hotel 
decided to locate its private beach at the very end of the property. It is a beautiful beach of pearlescent white sand lapped 
by warm ocean waters, 300m long. Meliá Zanzibar offers a collection of private villas ranging from one to three bedrooms 
completed with their own beautiful gardens and breathtaking infinity pools. All rooms are decorated with ornate Zanzibari 
beds, large exquisite bathrooms, outdoor tropical rain showers with sky views and private terraces, most of them overlooking 
the Indian Ocean. Our favorite options are the ‘Romance Pavilions’ - only seven’, ideal for couples or honeymooners, perched 
on the cliff side with the most amazing ocean front views and built with the local ‘makuti’ roof. Everything at the luxurious Meliá 
Zanzibar is about elegant living from personalised service, the divine tropical scenery to the retreat facilities and emphasis on 
healthy yet delicious food. 

The resort boasts five restaurants and four bars in various locations where you can order excellent multi-cuisines served in 
splendid settings. One of the landmarks of the hotel is the stunning jetty that brings you within the heart of the Indian Ocean. 
Meliá is open for cocktails and dinners, and a pleasantly surprising real journey through international tastes. For beach lovers, 
The Gabi beach club, hidden in a small cove, boasts private rattan loungers on which to enjoy snacks and drinks from the 
beachfront restaurant, a beach volleyball court, kayaking and chilled tunes to bliss-out by. At Melia Zanzibar you can explore 
a range of spa journeys and healing treatments inspired by the raw beauty of the savannah at the Anantara spa. Natural 
elements from Africa are used for purity and cultural authenticity. Other activities include tennis, ping-pong, aqua aerobics, 
stretching classes, kayaking, snorkelling, diving and kite surfing.

Essque Zalu Per Aquum
Essque Zalu Per Aquum is a charming and intimate boutique resort nestled in a natural cove on the island’s northeastern coast. 
Overlooking the Indian Ocean, Essque Zalu feels more like a private residence than a resort. The emphasis is on luxury and high 
levels of service. The hotel itself has been carefully constructed to make the most of the breath-taking views that include an 
idyllic turquoise lagoon, with the tranquil ocean, and the expansive flourishing gardens. The 40 suites have picturesque views 
over the lush tropical gardens or the ocean’s turquoise blue. You can try one of the eight expansive luxury villas ideal for friends 
and families. Each villa features its very own private pool, in room dining, a private massage area, spacious living room and 
kitchen. As expected, the villas boast either a terrace or balcony, with exquisite sea views, upon which to laze. Across the board, 
this Zanzibar resort makes use of a neutral colour scheme and traditional artwork – embracing the simplicity and serenity of an 
island lifestyle. Watch the lagoon from the jetty, as high tides come and go. You can kick back with a refreshing cocktail, indulge 
in fresh seafood dishes and gaze at the sunset. There are three restaurants and three bars including the gourmet deli-style 
market kitchen, fine-dining an A la carte restaurant and alfresco. They serve cosmopolitan fare, from a gastronomic spread of 
crisp salads, cured meats and the freshest seafood, to breads straight from the oven and mouth-watering desserts and cheeses. 
Dishes are accompanied by carefully selected vintages, exemplifying chef Jussi’s belief that wine from the same hemisphere 
complements local ingredients, whilst minimising food miles. 

The small beach of Essque Zalu is submerged at high tide but you can enjoy a large infinity pool. There are steps into the lagoon 
for swimming from the long pier. Water sports and excursions can be organised by the resort. There is a watersports & dive 
centre nearby. For children, The Tinga club offers complimentary innovative and creative fun activities. The blissful hotel spa 
provides a haven of calm with a range of signature Africology facials and treatments, made from natural and organic ingredients.
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& Beyond Mnemba Island Lodge
& Beyond Mnemba Island Lodge is the place for you! Set on a private island off the north eastern tip of Zanzibar, the romantic 
& Beyond Mnemba Island Lodge is an award-winning barefoot beach paradise. If you have ever harboured the secret wish 
of finding yourself the sole inhabitant of a beautiful tropical island, but without the effort of having to lift a finger to fend for 
yourself, It is the perfect destination to get away from it all, a place where the simple pleasures become the most treasured of 
memories for many years to come. The island itself provides a nesting ground for the threatened green turtle, as well as many 
bird species, including the rare crab plover. The tiny and very shy Suni antelope roams the forest in the centre of the island and 
the recently introduced and highly endangered Ader’s duiker can be spotted on a walk around the island. The open thatched 
sitting area provides the perfect place to watch the sun set. Deep pillows and low wooden tables open up onto majestic views 
of the white beach. With just ten palm-frond guest bandas on the entire island, the only intrusion may be a visit from a curious 
Suni antelope or two at sundown. Each thatched wooden banda is open-sided, floored in rattan and cooled with whirring 
fans. They all have their own private shaded veranda and a beach sala on the creamy powder sand. Furnishing is comfortable, 
cool and contemporary with armchairs covered in cream canvas, Zanzibari chests adorned with rattan-shaded lamps and bird 
books and tables hewn from logs. Four-poster beds, made up in crisp linen and swathed in mosquito netting, look out to sea. 
The spacious bathroom has double basins, a bath and double shower curtained in Kenyan glass beads and a dressing area. For 
families and friends travelling together, the lodge has two bandas situated within close proximity to one another. The central 
dining room and adjoining bar are airy and open- sided, with some tables set on the sand for barefoot dining. Romantic candlelit 
dinners can be served on the beach. Part of the enchantment is the way the food gets here – fresh fruit and seafood are sailed in 
daily on traditional dhows. An all-inclusive stay at & Beyond Mnemba Island Lodge includes water sports like paddle boarding, 
snorkelling, windsurfing and kayaking. As the lodge is situated in a coral atoll in the Mnemba Island Marine Conservation area, 
the island and its surrounds boast a wealth of sea life and marine species. Diving in Mnemba is always spectacular.

White Sand Luxury Villas & Spa 
White Sand Luxury Villas & Spa is situated on the southeast coast of Zanzibar on a magnificent white sand beach at the back 
of a stunning coral lagoon. The exclusive and eco-friendly hotel is powered by wind and solar energy and relies on its own 
water source and desalination plant. The 11 villas are very private and tucked away by wooden fencing and lush gardens. They 
are all beautifully designed in a minimalist way and really spacious with huge sliding doors to let the sea breezes flow through. 
Each villa has a main living area with a comfortable lounge and dining area. Five one-bedroom villas are set right on the beach 
with uninterrupted sea views, a private pool and a spectacular roof terrace. Five other villas with two bedrooms are perfect 
for families and are set on two levels with a separate living area with their own private pool. For larger groups and friends 
travelling together the presidential five-bedroom villa is ideal with its huge private pool and direct access to the beach. The 
stylish restaurant overlooks the central pool and gardens and serves fresh seafood and locally inspired dishes. The cuisine is 
tasty home-cooking rather than international fine dining. In the summer months the rooftop bar is the perfect spot for dinner 
under the stars. The resort is purposely located on Paje beach, one of the top three kite surfing spots in the world. The hotel 
has its own kite surfing club, which offers lessons to suit all abilities. Other activities include snorkelling and fishing. The coral 
reef located near Paje beach some 1.2 miles from the coastline is accessible via boat for snorkelling. There is a tropical spa in a 
tranquil area with waterfalls, a steam room and sauna, where therapists use local products from coconut to spices in the wide 
range of treatments.

The Residence Zanzibar 
The Residence Zanzibar is a sophisticated, world-class escape. Located in the island’s southwest corner on a stunning stretch 
of palm tree-lined coast, the hotel blends seamlessly with the untouched beauty of Zanzibar. The open-air lobby provides a 
seductive arrival with its mesmerising views of the infinity pool and ocean beyond. With excellent service and attention to 
detail, the 66 private villas at the Residence Zanzibar are elegantly designed to reflect the island’s Swahili, Omani and European 
heritage. Indulge in the privacy of the spacious villas, attended on if you wish by your own personal butler. Each of the one 
and two bedroom colonial-style pool villas, including a magnificent two bedroom presidential villa, boasts generous outdoor 
space with relaxing wicker chairs, day-beds and a private pool with garden, beach or ocean views. Attended on by a personal 
butler and equipped with spacious living areas, each villa comes complete with its own bicycles so you can explore through 
the forested grounds. Whether you dream of a quiet couple’s retreat or fun in the sun for the whole family, this is the perfect 
choice. It is a modern and very comfortable resort, which will enable you to embrace all the delights of island life. Dining here 
is exceptional. The Persian-inspired Dining Room gives opportunities to experience international cuisine using hints of Zanzibar 
spices overlooking the ocean. At the modern Pavilion restaurant guests will be introduced to some amazing Mediterranean and 
Middle Eastern flavours. For the ultimate in comfort opt for in-villa dining on your sun deck. The star attraction, for those in 
search of rejuvenation, is the spa, which blends harmoniously into the natural landscape and provides the perfect spice island 
escape for revitalising the mind, body and soul. There is a 150m jetty leading out over the sea where you are able to practice 
yoga at sunset. A few times a week it turns into a cocktail bar where you can enjoy breathtaking sunsets. A stay at The Residence 
includes activities such as kayaking, tennis and snorkelling. You can board a traditional sailing dhow and enjoy an opportunity 
to swim with the bottlenose dolphins and humpback whales. For families, there is a professional kids club.



Pemba Island
Separated by the Pemba Channel from its larger sister Zanzibar, Pemba is part 
of the Zanzibar archipelago. Located in the northeast of Zanzibar, it is a smaller 
island with a gentle hilly landscape that Arab sailors once named Pemba as ‘El 
Huthera’, meaning the Green, due to her dense and lush vegetation. There are 
more natural forests and plantations than on Zanzibar Island, and in fact Pemba 
grows more cloves than Zanzibar. The mosaic of forests, swamps, mangroves, 
hidden beaches and lagoons are scattered with the ruins of mosques and tombs 
(mostly reclaimed by the forest) that date back to the Arab domination when 
Pemba Island was seized by the Sultan of Muscat (Oman) in the 17th century. The 
earnings derived from the clove crops are supported by agricultural products, 
fishing and cattle grazing, which are an important source of livelihood. Travelling 
across Pemba you are immediately struck by the number of rural farming and 
fishing villages, women in their bright kangas attending to crops whilst over the 
turquoise seas, wooden pirogues and dhows glide gently. 

The interesting point about Pemba is its wealth of natural resources. The coral 
reefs surrounding the island protect a massive amount of marine species and 
offer some of the best diving spots in the world. The Pemba Channel is famous 
for very large sea fish, which include barracuda, tuna, sharks, and even whales. 
Visibility is generally very good and there are some spectacular pinnacles. While 
much of the coast is lined with mangroves, there are a few amazing stretches 
of shoreline and enough attractive offshore islands with pristine clean beaches 
and interesting bird-life to keep someone busy for a while. Pemba is surrounded 
by many small offshore coral islands with sugary white sands where turtles 
come ashore to lay their eggs at night. The rural Pemba Island is definitely one 
of the most beautiful hideaways even though it remains relatively unknown to 
most travelers. It is a relaxing island, full of exciting things to explore.

Main activities in Pemba are:

• Diving: Pristine reefs, plunging walls, drift dives and stunning wrecks are the 
venues
for bright tropical reef-fish, crustaceans and starfish. Going deeper, tuna, 
barracuda, giant groupers, manta and eagle rays, hawksbill and green turtles 
are some of the species you will come across

• Guided walking tours with a ranger through the ancient Ngezi forest home 
to the Pemba Flying Fox and to a variety of endemic bird species such as the 
Pemba sunbirds, green pigeon, and scops owl to name a few. You will spot the 
vervet and black and white colobus monkeys 

• Dhow trips and snorkelling excursions: Experience the vast numbers of marine 
life and reefs through the clear blue waters of Pemba Island in our carefully 
selected snorkelling spots. Accompanied by a guide you will be shown the 
colourful and vibrant world that exists under the ocean surface

• Sand Bank trips from The Manta Resort: At low tide a sandbank protrudes to 
offer a walk on the purest white coral sand surrounded by azure blue waters. 
This excursion relies heavily on the tides, currents and weather conditions and is 
therefore not always possible

• Kayaking along the mangrove-lined coast: In flat-water canoes you will discover 
a unique mangrove environment, habitat to exotic bird and marine life. Passing 
by locals in their dugouts and dhows, is a great way to get a feel for this sea-
based community. You may even bump into a pod of spinner dolphin on the way

• You can undertake sunset cruises on a traditional sailing vessel called Ngalawa, 
which is used by fishermen on the island

• Fishing parties: Local dhow hand line fishing with a local fisherman and a deep 
sea fishing experience using a sport fishing boat (catch and release only).

Best time to visit Pemba?

• As with Zanzibar, the dry season from June to October is a popular time to 
travel, however, most times of year are worthwhile, with balmy temperatures and 
sunshine being the normality

• During the short rains in November and December downpours are followed by 
blue skies

• April and May are very wet months so most hotels are closed in Pemba

Access: The main town of Chake Chake sits right in the heart of the main island 
and is the location for the small airport.

• There are daily flights from Serengeti and from Arusha to Pemba

• From Dar es Salaam, you can fly to Pemba via Zanzibar. It is a one hour flight

• Pemba can be combined with Zanzibar. There are daily flights between the two 
islands and some speedboats will make a stop in Pemba before heading back to 
Dar es Salaam
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The Manta Resort 
The Manta Resort – known as the underwater room, is a heart stopping experience! Imagine yourself encapsulated within a turquoise blue bubble, watching shoals of 
reef fish swimming lazily by - sometimes in three or four layers of different species above the reef floor. You are at the Manta Resort, in their one and only underwater 
room. The resort is situated in a stunning location, at the northern tip of the island, overlooking the Pemba Channel. With its idyllic beach, the resort offers an intimate 
atmosphere together with adventurous island exploration and fantastic water based activities on one of Tanzania’s finest island sanctuary. The Manta has an open 
plan design that makes the most of the wonderful views and the cooling sea breezes. The focus of the resort is around the elegantly designed swimming pool. A 
spacious lounge, bar and restaurant area, outdoor veranda with the Fuzi bar provides stunning views onto the Pemba channel. The Kipepeo spa offers a range of 
beauty and massage treatments. There are several types of accommodations at The Manta from simple makuti roofed garden rooms (with fans) to splendid front 
sea villas (air-conditioned). What makes the resort famous is its floating room in the middle of the Indian Ocean. The floating structure, Swedish engineered, provides 
three levels; those above the water clad in local hardwood, and each an experience in itself. The landing deck, at sea level, has a lounge area and bathroom facility. 
A ladder leads up to the roof which has a lounging area - for sun worshipping by day and by night you can lie back in the starlight and wonder at the extraordinary 
clarity of the stars, planets and above all, the edge of our own galaxy - the wonderful Milky Way - all seen without any light pollution. Sleep under the stars to the soft 
murmuring of the sea. Downstairs, the magical feeling of lying on a soft double bed surrounded by panes of glass affording almost 360 degree viewing, watching 
colourful reef fish and rarely seen specimen visiting your windows. Some have taken up residence around the room, which affords them some protection from 
predation. For instance, three bat fish and a trumpet fish called ‘Nick’ are always swimming around and seemingly looking in! By night, the underwater spotlights 
beneath each window around the room attract the shyer and more unusual species, for instance the squid. Coral is already establishing itself on the anchoring lines 
and around the underwater structure. Octopus and Spanish dancers (a very large and colorful sea slug) have been seen attaching themselves to the glass panes. Of 
course with its PADI centre, the Manta resort is a diver’s paradise but aside from the diving and water sports, there are a range of activities on offer including fishing, 
kayaking, bird watching, nature trails and cultural visits.

Fundu Lagoon
Fundu Lagoon is a small and stylish boutique hotel set on a stretch of sandy beach fringed by forest on the southwest coast of Pemba Island. It is definitely one of the 
most romantic retreats on the East African coastline. Getting to this small gem is not easy but it is really part of the experience. After landing in Pemba, there is a 45 
minute drive from the airport and a ten-minute ride by speedboat. Walking down the jetty gives you a wonderful panoramic view of the lodge, with all of the rooms 
discretely tucked into lush tropical greenery. Wooden walkways and sandy paths link the safari-style bungalows to the main communal areas, which are thatched, 
spacious and airy, offering wonderful views over the ocean. Comfort and luxury is balanced with the lodge’s rustic atmosphere, with bleached wooden boards and 
strings of shells giving it the feel of a much-loved beach house.

The 18-tented bungalows are set under makuti thatched roofs on wooden decks, either on the beachfront or perched on the hillside. Stylish and spacious, they all 
offer ocean views, large double beds or twin beds, mosquito nets, ceiling fans, mini-bars and both indoor and outdoor seating areas. The en-suite bathrooms have 
hot showers and flush toilets. The suites situated by the beach or in the forest are more spacious and offer private plunge pools and decks. The superior suites are 
located on the beach and feature larger decks, plunge pools, queen sized beds, tea/coffee making facilities, stone bathrooms, an outdoor shower and a separate 
shady lounge/dining area with daybeds. Despite its remote location, the food at Fundu Lagoon is one of its outstanding services. Meals are served in the open-sided, 
palm-thatched restaurant which takes full advantage of the ocean views. A daily fisherman’s catch and unusual tropical fruits add an exotic twist to the Zanzibari 
menu. Delicious picnics and romantic candlelit dinners under the stars can be arranged. There is a weekly beach barbecue and on Sunday nights, the jetty plays 
host to a feast of Swahili cuisine and music. Fundu’s softly curved infinity pool is set on the hillside, fringed by natural forest, offering superb views over the coast. A 
few steps away, the Fusion spa combines the ancient healing philosophies of both Africa and Asia. Water sports include sunset dhow cruises, windsurfing, kayaking, 
mangrove canoe safaris, superb fishing and trips to the pristine beach in the neighbouring Misali Island – a jewel in Pemba’s crown - for exceptional snorkelling. The 
resort has its own PADI-certified dive centre, offering a range of courses for all experience levels and trips out to some of the best diving spots.

Pemba Island |Our Selection Of Resorts



Maf ia Island & Fanjove Private Island
Part of the Zanzibar archipelago, Mafia Island is located 160km south of Dar es Salaam, a short twenty-minute flight across the great Rufiji River delta. The name 
Mafia is probably derived from the Arabic “morfiyeh”, meaning ‘group’ or ‘archipelago,’ or from the Swahili ‘mahali pa afya’ meaning ‘a healthy dwelling place’. 
Its history goes back to the 8th century where it played a key role in the East African trading routes between Kilwa and Zanzibar. Mafia is in fact an archipelago 
consisting of one large island and several smaller ones. The largest of a score of islands, atolls and tidal sandbars, Mafia itself is approximately 50km long by 15km 
across, and is surrounded by a barrier reef teeming with marine life. The Tanzanian Government has classified almost half of the Mafia coastline (about 822 square 
kilometres) as a marine park. To date, over 50 genera of corals, more than 460 species of fish and five different species of turtles have been recorded in the waters 
around Chole Bay. The World Wide Fund for nature supports Mafia Island Marine Park. The reefs offer a range of corals and fish like no other in the Indian Ocean, 
and diving and snorkelling sites are a short boat ride away. Isolated islets and beaches, lagoons, coves and channels provide many private swimming and picnic 
hideaways. Chole Bay is perfect for windsurfing and laser sailing. Bird watching is excellent and very different to the mainland parks that guests may have visited. 
The tidal flats and mangroves are always alive with coastal and sea birds and there are many colourful woodland and forest species.  There are roosts of the unusual 
and fascinating giant Madagascan fruit bats to see in the nearby Chole Island.  Mafia is a timeless island, where local people go about their traditional life apparently 
completely detached from the outside world. It is large and flat, with a sandy landscape that is more similar in character to the mainland than to the coral rag of 
Zanzibar or the hilly fertility of Pemba. The natural vegetation on Mafia ranges from magnificent baobabs, tidal mangrove thickets and scrubby coastal moorlands to 
palm-wooden grassland and lowland rainforest. Patches of coastal high forest remain on the island. One of the most picturesque, the Chunguruma forest, is a dense 
tree canopy interlaced with palms, creepers and epiphytes and has an abundant floor covering of ferns.  

Mafia is a perfect beach destination, the ideal spot to relax and unwind after a great African safari. The sand is white and pure and one can always swim, despite tidal 
changes and the complete isolation from any other tourist facility or commercial activity of any kind. The major activities are:

• Scuba diving & snorkelling: Mafia Island is a world-class diving destination. It has some of the richest reefs in the world, with an unparalleled variety of hard and soft 
corals and diversity of tropical fish. Being a breeding ground the bay is always full of shoals of fish. The terrestrial and reef ecosystems are fascinating. Snorkelling 
and scuba trips grant visitors an unforgettable experience

• Whale watching: Humpback whales migrate past Mafia every year from their feeding grounds in the Antarctica to the warm waters of the tropics and the Red Sea, 
where they calve. The best months to see these up to 40 tons and 15m creatures are between July and October with peak sightings around Mafia in August

• Whale sharks: It is one of life’s great privileges to swim along one of these gentle giants and the 
season when these magnificent animals aggregate here is longer than anywhere else on the East 
African coast. From October to March these beautiful giants are found a few hundred metres 
offshore near Kilindoni harbour. Whale sharks are fascinating creatures, they can live more than 
100 years, reaching lengths of up to 20m and weighing in at 15 tons, yet they are totally harmless, 
feeding on enormous quantities of plankton that they induce up as they swim

• Guided walks and nature trails to enjoy the native trees, animals, birdlife and cultural visits to 
villages to understand local life and watch skilled craftsmen at work, sailing in traditional dhows 
and ngalawas, and fantastic day picnic trips to outer islands, sand banks and beaches can be 
arranged

The Songo Songo Archipelago
What an exotic name and so remote that it could be named Robinson Crusoe Islands.Located 
to the southwest of the Mafia Islands, a 20 minute flight from Mafia Island, the Songo Songo 
archipelago is made up of a collection of five tiny islands surrounded by amazing reefs. The 
islands themselves boast white sandy beaches and palm trees and are a haven for marine birds. 
Turtles nest on the beaches here and can be seen floating gracefully through the turquoise 
waters. The reefs offer a good variety of corals and marine life to explore and having the reefs 
so close allow snorkelling straight off the beach – nearly impossible elsewhere in Tanzania. The 
archipelago is so difficult to put on a map and is not a surprise that the wonderful Fanjove Private 
Island is still almost unknown. It is definitely Tanzania’s best-kept secret.

Access to Mafia Island by air:
• Daily from Dar es Salaam • Daily from Arusha via Zanzibar and Dar es Salaam • Daily from 
Zanzibar via Dar es Salaam

Access to Songo Songo & Fanjove by air: to Songo Songo main island and then clients will 
board a traditional dhow for a 30/40 minute cruise to Fanjove Island.

• Daily from Dar es Salaam.

• Daily from Arusha (via Zanzibar and Dar es Salaam)

• Daily from Zanzibar (via Dar es Salaam)
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Chole Mjini 
Chole Mjini is a life-changing experience standing on Chole Island at the heart of the Mafia Island Marine Park, where the waters 
hold some of the most extraordinary and unaffected reefs in the world. Situated just five minutes east of Mafia Island by boat, 
Chole is one of the most historical islands of the archipelago, once being its capital. Built amongst lush jungle, overgrown 
orchards and mangrove forest, Chole Mjini is a very unique lodge offering just six rustic open-sided treetop units, created by 
local craftsmen. Set among ancient baobab trees and oriented to catch the cool sea breezes, each tree house has a splendid 
view to the north of all of Chole Bay and the forests beyond. A seventh room is located on ground level and is ideal for families. 
It features a large double bed, 2 smaller beds and a day bed on the spacious porch. At Chole Mjini, meals are served in the 
dining area overlooking the small harbour. The food has a distinct Swahili influence, with strong, aromatic flavours. There is 
a delightful upstairs bar with sweeping views. The downstairs lounge area has a wide range of games, magazines, reference 
books and novels for the use of the guests. Chole Mjini has a very close relationship with the village. A walk through the nearby 
village will show you how much this tiny lodge has contributed to local life. They have built a dispensary, a primary school and 
an adult education centre.

Activities: There is no beach at the lodge itself so dhow trips are planned daily to the sandbanks and smaller islands for 
exploring, birding, swimming and sunbathing. The lodge can organise diving in conjunction with the Sea Point Dive Centre over 
on Mafia mainland, just a short boat ride from the island. The area acts as nesting grounds for both green and hawksbill turtles, 
with the young hatching during July to November. It is a fantastic experience to watch young turtles dig themselves out and 
take their first steps towards survival.

Pole Pole 
Pole Pole is a small bungalow resort set amongst coconut palms overlooking the calm and sheltered Chole Bay in the Mafia 
Island Marine Park. It is the perfect place to relax after a safari, and the ideal base for exploring the underwater wonders of Mafia 
Island. There are seven wood-and- thatch stilted bungalows perfectly blended with the surrounding tropical garden, spread 
along the top of the hill. The bungalows are spacious and have dark wooden floors, natural wooden support beams showing 
through whitewashed walls, like an old farmhouse. Soft furnishings of bright, billowing fabrics, and hand-woven makuti mats 
on the floor help maintain an African character. The large private verandas are furnished with Zanzibari beds, chairs, tables and 
armchairs. Each bungalow is self-contained and the bathroom is spacious and comfortable. There are two ceiling fans, one 
on the veranda and one in the bedroom above the bed. The place is renowned for its great cuisine, a combination of diverse 
culinary traditions and cultures, with an Italian style touch of class. Swahili dinners are served once a week or on request. The 
resort caters for special dietary requirements whenever possible. 

Most of the food served is organically grown and brought on the island to help fishermen and farmers benefit from tourism 
development. The swimming pool is set in a sunny spot and fringed by palm trees. Surrounded by a wooden deck, its design is 
reminiscent of a traditional Arabic sailing dhow. The bar and shaded seating offers a cool place to relax with a drink. The Alasiri 
spa is located in the garden that surrounds the swimming pool and offers relaxing essential oil massages. Activities include 
daily snorkelling trips, dhow trips within Chole Bay with a picnic lunch on sandbanks, sunset cruises and guided mangrove 
walks. A small PADI scuba-diving centre is located down the beach about a five minute walk.

Fanjove Private Island Lodge 
Fanjove Private Island Lodge is a gem of a property less than a kilometre away from the long Fanjove Island. There are six A-frame 
thatched bandas here, spread along the sandy shore and each with an uninterrupted view of the ocean. Simple and rustic in 
their design, each two-story banda has a thatched roof, wooden floors, big four-poster beds standing centrally, comfortable 
armchairs and en-suite bathrooms. Wooden steps lead upstairs to a daybed area, ideal for an afternoon snooze. The entire lodge 
has been designed to minimise any negative impact on the environment, thereby using solar power throughout the property 
and used natural materials to construct the lodge. 

There is an open-air restaurant and lounge area, set under a large airy thatch roof, where fusion cuisine is served to reflect the 
multicultural heritage of the islands. Along the beach from the main lodge are the ruins of a lighthouse. With crumbling white 
paintwork, it adds an interesting element to explore. Activities include snorkelling, diving, dolphin excursions, bird watching from 
November to March and sailing in traditional dhows. The white sandy beaches are nesting grounds for both green and hawksbill 
turtles, with the young hatching between April and July.

Maf ia Island & Fanjove Private Island | Our Selection



Tanzania | Introducing Our Suggested Itineraries
Experience an incredible journey through Tanzania by exploring some of our most beautiful wildlife and coastal regions. You will be sure to come back for more!

Tanzania is the land of spectacular wildlife and some of the best big game safaris in Africa. Visitors are truly spoilt for choice with the vast number of national parks, 
game reserves and coastal islands to discover.

Signature by Leopard Tours has a dedicated team of experienced tour consultants specialising in tailor-making safaris and coastal holidays in Tanzania. We have 
carefully designed some suggested itineraries to give an essence of what is possible when travelling in Tanzania.

The itineraries in the following pages showcase some of our preferred destinations combined to grant the best of what Tanzania has to offer. There are numerous 
options available so your choices are not limited to these specific suggestions. The proposals here are to give some inspiration as we take pride in tailor making each 

individual excursion or expedition unique to our clients requests based on their preferred interests.
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Our Suggested Itineraries | The Classic Safari |All Year Roundof Boutique Hotels

Day 1: Arrive in Arusha
Upon arrival at Kilimanjaro Airport you will meet your guide who will assist with your 
bags and drive you in your private Signature Land Cruiser vehicle to your hotel in Arusha 
for the night.

Day 2: Arusha National Park
As flying in to Tanzania can be a long journey, take your time and enjoy your first 
breakfast and morning in Africa. After lunch, your private safari guide accompanied by 
a park ranger will guide you to your nature walk at the lovely Arusha National Park. The 
sanctuary offers wonderful views over Mount Meru and on a clear day you can see Mount 
Kilimanjaro from the park. The experience brings you up close with the wildlife. This park 
is known for its population of the acrobatic black and white colobus monkeys.

An extra day can be added to include a trek to the Shira camp on Mount Kilimanjaro. 
(Pg.15 – 17)

Day 3: Tarangire
Leave Arusha heading to one of the most beautiful parks in northern Tanzania, the 
Tarangire National Park, for a full day safari. The landscape dotted with thousand of 
ancient baobabs and acacias trees is simply unforgettable. The Tarangire River is a 
magnet for the wildlife. It is not unusual to spot impressive herds of elephants, gazelles, 
impala, buffalos, wildebeest, zebras and hartebeests by the riverbanks. Predators are 
known to follow suit.

Add an early morning balloon safari over the Tarangire.

Add an extra day for a trip to Kondoa Rock Painting sites - a Unesco World Heritage 
site. (see p.21)

Add a night game drive - an extraordinary experience offered by some camps.

Day 4: Lake Manyara
Located near Tarangire, Lake Manyara National Park is completely different. Pressed 
against the imposing Rift Valley wall, this beautiful park encompasses a vast lake, 
marshlands, forest and savannah. You are likely to see the famous tree-climbing lions. 
Some believe the lions opt to climb trees to grasp a bit of a cool breeze while others 
believe it is for a high vantage point purpose whilst in their hunting mode. Manyara is 
famous for its birdlife with more than 400 species recorded but the flamingos on the 
lake are a classic East African sight. After the morning game drive, you will enjoy a picnic 
lunch at Maji Moto hot springs, after which you have the opportunity to experience an 
unforgettable 500m air walk with a birds-eye view of the scenic world around you. This 
experience is only available in Lake Manyara.

Day 5: Ngorongoro Crater
You will head to the rim of the Ngorongoro Crater gaining your first views of this 
incredible natural wonder. You descend into the caldera for a day of game viewing taking 
a picnic lunch to enjoy on the crater floor. The stunning spectacle of this Unesco World 
Heritage site, with its steep walls falling some 610m to the floor, it is undoubtedly one 
of the highlights of a safari in Tanzania. The crater floor is home to thousands of plain 
animals, 

including the rare black rhino, zebra, wildebeest, gazelles, hippos, elands, elephants and 
a large predator population of lions, hyenas, and jackals. The number of resident black 
rhinos is increasing, so you may be lucky to see some of them against the spectacular 
backdrop of the caldera’s cliff face. The Ngorongoro Conservation Area is a pioneering 
experiment where people (the Masai), their livestock and the wildlife co-exist and share 
the same protected habitat. It is not unusual to see the Masai people grazing their herds 
in the morning or afternoon in the vicinity of the crater.

Add an extra day to trek the breathtaking Empakai Crater. (see p.44)

Days 6, 7 & 8: The Serengeti
You will have 3 days to explore the Serengeti and its wonderful landscape, with your 
expert guide. Depending on the time of the year, you can spend three nights driving 
across the plains of the central Serengeti where you can split your stay with one night 
in the central part and two nights in the western Serengeti or near the Mara River close 
to the northern border of the park. In the central Serengeti, big cats are easy to spot as 
the Seronera valley supports a much greater diversity of resident wildlife than anywhere 
else in the park. Travelling to the western corridor or up to the northern border will give 
you a better chance of viewing the Great Migration spectacle with over 2 million animals 
on the move in search of pasture and water.

Add an early morning balloon safari over the Serengeti plains.

Day 9: Serengeti - Arusha - Departure
Your final day in Tanzania will start with an early morning safari in the Serengeti. After 
breakfast, you will be able to rest up and after lunch your transfer to your airstrip for your 
flight to Kilimanjaro airport will be arranged. On arrival, you will meet your driver who will 
assist with your bags and check you in on your homebound flight.

Add a beach stay in one of our Indian Ocean islands, Zanzibar, Mafia, or Pemba. 
 (see p.76 - 84)

Highlights of the itinerary:

• Explore all the famous wildlife sanctuaries of northern Tanzania

• Experience the dramatic scenery of the Tarangire, Ngorongoro crater and the 
endless plains of the Serengeti

• 3 nights in the iconic Serengeti, the ultimate predator playground

• Nature walks in the forests of Arusha National Park and Lake Manyara
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Day 1: Arrive in Arusha
Upon arrival at Kilimanjaro Airport you will meet your guide who will assist with your 
bags and drive you in your private Signature Land Cruiser vehicle to your hotel in Arusha 
for the night.

Days 2 & 3: Living with the Masai at Africa Amini Masai Lodge
Africa Amini Alama is a registered non-profit association. Austrian doctors founded it as 
a private initiative in 2009. Since its inception, Africa Amini Alama has launched a range 
of projects dedicated to health care, education, social care, tourism, and agriculture. 
Each single project is carried out on-site by a local team and supervised by Africa Amini 
Alama on a long-term basis. In this context, the aim of Africa Amini Alama is to help to 
bridge the way to self-help, to provide stability and security, while promoting cultural 
togetherness and strengthening the foundation of future developments in the Masai and 
Meru region.

Days 4 & 5: Tarangire National Park
Leave Arusha heading to one of the most beautiful parks in northern Tanzania, the 
Tarangire National Park, for a full day safari. The landscape dotted with thousand of 
ancient baobabs and acacias trees is simply unforgettable. The Tarangire River is a 
magnet for the wildlife. It is not unusual to spot impressive herds of elephants, gazelles, 
impala, buffalos, wildebeest, zebras and hartebeests by the riverbanks. Predators are 
known to follow suit.
Add an early morning balloon safari over Tarangire.
Add a night game drive, an extraordinary experience offered by some camps.

Day 6: Lake Manyara and Lake Eyasi
Lake Manyara national park is one of the oldest and most popular sanctuaries in East 
Africa. It lies on the foot of the Great Rift Valley wall. The park has a large variety of 
habitats, making it possible to support a wealth of wildlife in its small area. The park has 
over 400 bird species, of which some common ones are, pelicans, spoonbills, Egyptian 
geese and the migratory flamingos, which arrive in great numbers creating an amazing 
spectacle over the soda lake. Your driver guide will do his best to spot leopards, giraffes, 
ostrich and hippos. Baboons are easily seen. You will head to Lake Eyasi in the afternoon, 
which is a two and half hours drive.

Day 7: Hunting with Hadzabe, meet the Datoga & Mbulu tribes
Lake Eyasi is a seasonal shallow salt lake on the floor of the Great Rift Valley. The lake 
is situated at the base of the Serengeti plateau, just south of the Serengeti National 
Park and immediately southwest of the Ngorongoro Crater. It is the perfect place to 
explore on foot so you will start an early morning hunting trip with the Hadzabe - a 
tribe of hunter-gatherers. It is the most appropriate way to interact with this tribe. They 
are small in stature, physically slight and their language contains click sounds. You will 
return to your lodge for breakfast before dedicating the rest of the morning to visit 
the Datoga and Mbulu villages. As with the Hadzabe, these pastoralist tribes live in the 
vicinity of Lake Eyasi. They have adapted to an agrarian lifestyle. They are skilled farmers 
and craftsmen. In the afternoon you will leave Lake Eyasi heading to Karatu, a small town 
surrounded by rolling hills, coffee plantations and the Ngorongoro highlands.

Day 8: The Ngorongoro Crater
You will head to the rim of the Ngorongoro crater gaining your first views of this incredible 
natural wonder. You descend into the caldera for a day of game viewing taking a picnic 
lunch to enjoy on the crater floor. The stunning spectacle of this Unesco World Heritage 
site, with its steep walls falling some 610m to the floor, it is undoubtedly one of the 
highlights of a safari in Tanzania. The crater floor is home to thousands of plain animals, 
including the rare black rhino, zebra, wildebeest, gazelles, hippos, elands, elephants, and 
a large predator population of lions, hyenas, and jackals. The number of resident black 
rhinos is increasing, so you may be lucky to see some of them against the spectacular 
backdrop of the caldera’s cliff face. The Ngorongoro Conservation area is a pioneering 
experiment where people (the Masai), their livestock and the wildlife co-exist and share 
the same protected habitat. It is not unusual to see the Masai people grazing their herds 
in the morning or afternoon in the vicinity of the crater.

Add a bush lunch in a private picnic site on the crater floor. (see p.36)

Days 9, 10 & 11: The Serengeti
You will have 3 days to explore the Serengeti and its wonderful landscape, with your 
expert guide. Depending on the time of the year, you can spend three nights driving 
across the plains of the central Serengeti where you can split your stay with one night 
in the central part and two nights in the western Serengeti or near the Mara River close 
to the northern border of the park. In the central Serengeti, big cats are easy to spot as 
the Seronera valley supports a much greater diversity of resident wildlife than anywhere 
else in the park. Travelling to the western corridor or up to the northern border will give 
you a better chance of viewing the Great Migration spectacle with over 2 million animals 
on the move in search of pasture and water.

Add an early morning balloon safari over the Serengeti plains.

Day 12: Serengeti - Arusha - Departure
Your final day in Tanzania will start with an early morning safari in the Serengeti. After 
breakfast, you will be able to rest up and after lunch your transfer to your airstrip for your 
flight to Kilimanjaro airport will be arranged. On arrival, you will meet your driver who will 
assist with your bags and check you in on your homebound flight.

Add a beach stay in one of our Indian Ocean islands, Zanzibar, Mafia, or Pemba. (see 
p.76 - 84)

Highlights of the itinerary:

• Spend two days in a Masai village learning about their culture and traditions

• Go walking in the early morning hours with the hunter-gatherer Hadzabe tribe

• Meet the Datoga tribe who are skilled farmers and craftsmen living around 
Lake Eyasi

• Explore the most famous parks of northern Tanzania and spend 2 days in 
Tarangire

• 3 nights in the Serengeti, the ultimate predator playground

Our Suggested Itineraries | Masai, Hadzabe & The Big Five | All Year Round
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Highlights of the itinerary:

• 4 nights in the Ndutu area, in the middle of the Great migration, during the 
calving season

• Amazing game drives with vast numbers of wildebeest, zebras and big cat 
predators

• A full day in the breathtaking sceneries of the Serengeti and the Ngorongoro 
Crater

• Bird watching at its best as migratory bird species in habit Lake Manyara

Our Suggested Itinerary | The Great Migration In Ndutu |December To March

Day 1: Arrive in Arusha
Upon arrival at Kilimanjaro Airport you will meet your guide who will assist with your 
bags and drive you in your private Signature Land Cruiser vehicle to your hotel in Arusha 
for the night.

Day 2: Arusha, Lake Manyara & Karatu
Located near Tarangire, Lake Manyara National Park is completely different. Pressed 
against the imposing Rift Valley wall, this beautiful park encompasses a vast lake, 
marshlands, forest and savannah. You are likely to see the famous tree-climbing lions. 
Some believe the lions opt to climb trees to grasp a bit of a cool breeze while others 
believe it is for a high vantage point purpose whilst in their hunting mode. Manyara is 
famous for its birdlife with more than 400 species recorded but the flamingos on the 
lake are a classic East African sight. 

After the morning game drive, you will enjoy a picnic lunch at Maji Moto hot springs, 
after which you have the opportunity to experience an unforgettable 500m air walk with 
a birds-eye view of the scenic world around you. This experience is only available in Lake 
Manyara. Late in the afternoon you will leave Manyara and head to Karatu, a small town 
surrounded by rolling hills, coffee plantations and the Ngorongoro highlands.

Day 3: Karatu, Ngorongoro Crater & Ndutu
You will head to the rim of the Ngorongoro Crater gaining your first views of this 
incredible natural wonder. You descend into the caldera for a day of game viewing 
taking a picnic lunch to enjoy on the crater floor. The stunning spectacle of this Unesco 
World Heritage site, with its steep walls falling some 610m to the floor, it is undoubtedly 
one of the highlights of a safari in Tanzania. The crater floor is home to thousands of 
plain animals, including the rare black rhino, zebra, wildebeest, gazelles, hippos, elands, 
elephants, and a large predator population of lions, hyenas, and jackals. The number of 
resident black rhinos is increasing, so you may be lucky to see some of them against the 
spectacular backdrop of the caldera’s cliff face. 

The Ngorongoro Conservation area is a pioneering experiment where people (the 
Masai), their livestock and the wildlife co-exist and share the same protected habitat. It 
is not unusual to see the Masai people grazing their herds in the morning or afternoon 
in the vicinity of the crater. The night will be spent in Ndutu where the unpredictable 
wildebeest use the grounds for their calving season.

Add a bush lunch in a private picnic site on the crater floor. (see p.36)

Days 4 & 5: The Migration in Ndutu
From December to March the Serengeti migration congregates around Lake Ndutu 
in the Ngorongoro Conservation Area. In the southern Serengeti ecosystem the soil 
is regularly renewed by volcanic ash, producing some of the richest grassland in East 
Africa. Ndutu is in the heart of this area and it is here that the wildebeest give birth to 
their calves as the rich grass helps them produce sufficient milk. An early morning game 
drive is a fantastic experience, as you will witness millions of wildebeest scattered in the 
plains as far as your eye can see. It is a phenomenal spectacle. 

At sunrise you may encounter various species of animals grazing in the golden morning 
light where predators are known to be at large. Cheetahs can be spotted on the plains in 
the mornings or late afternoons when temperatures are not too high. After a memorable 
morning drive, you will return to your lodge for lunch and enjoy some downtime. After 
your afternoon tea, you have the option to participate in a second game drive to explore 
the vastness of the Ndutu terrain.

Add a 4x4 Land rover experience for private and more intimate game viewing, 
creating excellent photographic opportunities.

Add a nature walk activity in Ndutu to learn about some fascinating facts about birds, 
reptiles, insects and medicinal uses of plants.
  
Add an early morning balloon safari over the Great Migration.

Day 6: A day in the Serengeti
The entrance to the Serengeti gate is a 30 minute drive away from your lodge. You will 
enjoy a full day’s game drive in this famous park. The vast open plains of the Serengeti 
are world-renowned, broken up by mysterious rocky kopjes and the scenic Gol Mountains 
in the distance. Covering an area of 14,763sqkm, the Serengeti is the largest and one of 
the oldest national parks in Tanzania. In this breathtaking natural resource you will find 
the highest concentration of large predators. Enjoy a picnic lunch in the open African 
savannah before heading back to your lodge in Ndutu.

Day 7: Ndutu back to Arusha
After breakfast you will be transferred to the airstrip for your flight back to Arusha. On 
arrival, your driver, in a private car, will take you to Arusha Coffee Lodge for lunch where 
a day room can be provided if needed. You will be driven to Kilimanjaro airport for your 
homeward bound flight.

Add a beach stay in one of our Indian Ocean islands, Zanzibar, Mafia, or Pemba. (see 
p.76 - 84)
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Highlights of the itinerary:

• Create life long memories with jaw dropping safaris in the classic Tanzanian 
national parks such as Lake Manyara, Tarangire, Ngorongoro Crater and 
Serenget

• A scenic flight between Lake Manyara and the northern Serengeti, over the 
spectacular Ngorongoro highlands

• 3 days and nights, amidst the world’s greatest ancient migration route. 
Witness the annual migration spectacle first-hand

Our Suggested Itineraries | The Great Migration In Serengeti |June To October

Day 1: Arrive in Arusha
Upon arrival at Kilimanjaro Airport you will meet your guide who will assist with your 
bags and drive you in your private Signature Land Cruiser vehicle to your hotel in Arusha 
for the night.

Day 2: Tarangire
Leave Arusha heading to one of the most beautiful parks in northern Tanzania, the 
Tarangire National Park, for a full day safari. The landscape dotted with thousand of 
ancient baobabs and acacias trees is simply unforgettable. The Tarangire River is a 
magnet for the wildlife. It is not unusual to spot impressive herds of elephants, gazelles, 
impala, buffalos, wildebeest, zebras and hartebeests by the riverbanks. Predators are 
known to follow suit.

Add an early morning balloon safari over Tarangire.

Add an extra day in Tarangire to discover the wonders of this little gem.

Add a night game drive, an extraordinary experience offered by some camps.

Day 3: Lake Manyara
Located near Tarangire, Lake Manyara National Park is completely different. Pressed 
against the imposing Rift Valley wall, this beautiful park encompasses a vast lake, 
marshlands, forest and savannah. You are likely to see the famous tree-climbing lions. 
Some believe the lions opt to climb trees to grasp a bit of a cool breeze while others 
believe it is for a high vantage point purpose whilst in their hunting mode. Manyara is 
famous for its birdlife with more than 400 species recorded but the flamingos on the 
lake are a classic East African sight. After the morning game drive, you will enjoy a picnic 
lunch at Maji Moto hot springs, after which you have the opportunity to experience an 
unforgettable 500m air walk with a birds-eye view of the scenic world around you. 
This experience is only available in Lake Manyara. You will stay in Karatu for two nights 
surrounded by rolling hills, coffee plantations and the Ngorongoro highlands.

Day 4: Ngorongoro Crater
You will head to the rim of the Ngorongoro Crater gaining your first views of this incredible 
natural wonder. You descend into the caldera for a day of game viewing taking a picnic 
lunch to enjoy on the crater floor. The stunning spectacle of this Unesco World Heritage 
site, with its steep walls falling some 610m to the floor, it is undoubtedly one of the 
highlights of a safari in Tanzania. The crater floor is home to thousands of plain animals, 
including the rare black rhino, zebra, wildebeest, gazelles, hippos, elands, elephants, and 
a large predator population of lions, hyenas, and jackals. The number of resident black 
rhinos is increasing, so you may be lucky to see some of them against the spectacular 
backdrop of the caldera’s cliff face. The Ngorongoro Conservation Area is a pioneering 
experiment where people (the Masai), their livestock and the wildlife co-exist and share 
the same protected habitat. It is not unusual to see the Masai people grazing their herds 
in the morning or afternoon in the vicinity of the crater.

Add a bush lunch in a private picnic site on the crater floor. (see p.36)

Days 5, 6 & 7: The great migration in Northern Serengeti
Transfer to the Manyara airstrip with a morning flight to the north of Serengeti National 
Park. After two hours of a scenic flight over the Ngorongoro highlands and the Loliondo 
game controlled area, you will land in the remote Kogatende area. Far less crowded 
than the rest of the Serengeti, the north of the park is characterised by green rolling 
hills and thickly vegetated granite outcrops. Your private safari driver will make his 
acquaintance known at the airstrip and will accompany you for three days of game 
viewing opportunities. From June through to the end of October the migrating herds 
are resident here. It is the finest place to see the famous river crossings as the herds 
often cross the Mara River daily. Dramatic scenes ensue as hundreds of animals plunge 
into the river in a desperate attempt to reach the other side before the river’s enormous 
crocodiles feed on them.

Add an early morning balloon safari over Serengeti.

Day 8: Kogatende back to Arusha
After breakfast you will be transferred to the airstrip for your flight back to Arusha. On 
arrival, your driver, in a private car, will take you to Arusha Coffee Lodge for lunch where 
a day room can be provided if needed. You will be driven to Kilimanjaro airport for your 
homeward bound flight.

Add extra days to discover the central Serengeti predators.

Add a beach stay in one of our Indian Ocean islands, Zanzibar, Mafia, or Pemba. (see 
p.76 - 84) 
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Highlights of the itinerary:

• The best of northern Tanzania with its famous national parks

• A scenic overland journey across the Great Rif Valley and the Ngorongoro 
highlands

• 3 days to explore the Serengeti and encounter the Great Migration

• Another 3 days in the remote Mahale National Park which is known for its 
chimpanzee population

• Relax and swim in the clear waters of Lake Tanganyika

Our Suggested Itineraries | Northern Tanzania & Mahale Chimp Trek | June To February

Day 1: Arrive in Arusha
Upon arrival at Kilimanjaro Airport you will meet your guide who will assist with your 
bags and drive you in your private Signature Land Cruiser vehicle to your hotel in Arusha 
for the night.

Days 2 & 3: Tarangire National Park
Leave Arusha heading to one of the most beautiful parks in northern Tanzania, the 
Tarangire National Park, for a full day safari. The landscape dotted with thousand of 
ancient baobabs and acacias trees is simply unforgettable. The Tarangire River is a 
magnet for the wildlife. It is not unusual to spot impressive herds of elephants, gazelles, 
impala, buffalos, wildebeest, zebras and hartebeests by the riverbanks. Predators are 
known to follow suit.

Add an early morning balloon safari over Tarangire.

Add an extra day in Tarangire to discover the wonders of this little gem.

Day 4: Lake Manyara National Park
Located near Tarangire, Lake Manyara National Park is completely different. Pressed 
against the imposing Rift Valley wall, this beautiful park encompasses a vast lake, 
marshlands, forest and savannah. You are likely to see the famous tree-climbing lions. 
Some believe the lions opt to climb trees to grasp a bit of a cool breeze while others 
believe it is for a high vantage point purpose whilst in their hunting mode. Manyara is 
famous for its birdlife with more than 400 species recorded but the flamingos on the 
lake are a classic East African sight. After the morning game drive, you will enjoy a picnic 
lunch at Maji Moto hot springs, after which you have the opportunity to experience an 
unforgettable 500m air walk with a birds-eye view of the scenic world around you. 
This experience is only available in Lake Manyara. You will stay in Karatu for two nights 
surrounded by rolling hills, coffee plantations and the Ngorongoro highlands.

Day 5: The Ngorongoro Crater
You will head to the rim of the Ngorongoro Crater gaining your first views of this 
incredible natural wonder. You descend into the caldera for a day of game viewing 
taking a picnic lunch to enjoy on the crater floor. The stunning spectacle of this Unesco 
World Heritage site, with its steep walls falling some 610m to the floor, it is undoubtedly 
one of the highlights of a safari in Tanzania. The crater floor is home to thousands of 
plain animals, including the rare black rhino, zebra, wildebeest, gazelles, hippos, elands, 
elephants, and a large predator population of lions, hyenas, and jackals. The number of 
resident black rhinos is increasing, so you may be lucky to see some of them against the 
spectacular backdrop of the caldera’s cliff face. The Ngorongoro Conservation area is a 
pioneering experiment where people (the Masai), their livestock and the wildlife co-exist 
and share the same protected habitat. It is not unusual to see the Masai people grazing 
their herds in the morning or afternoon in the vicinity of the crater.

Days 6, 7 & 8: The Serengeti
You will have 3 days to explore the Serengeti and its wonderful landscape, with your 
expert guide. Depending on the time of the year, you can spend three nights driving 
across the plains of the central Serengeti where you can split your stay with one night 
in the central part and two nights in the western Serengeti or near the Mara River close 
to the northern border of the park. In the Central Serengeti, big cats are easy to spot as 
the Seronera valley supports a much greater diversity of resident wildlife than anywhere 
else in the park. Travelling to the western corridor or up to the northern border will give 
you a better chance of viewing the Great Migration spectacle with over 2 million animals 
on the move in search of pasture and water.

Add an early morning balloon safari over Serengeti.

Day 9: From Serengeti to Mahale (Monday or Thursday)
You will be transferred to the airstrip onboard a light aircraft which will head west to Lake 
Tanganyika and Mahale National Park, which is on the far western border of Tanzania. 
The aircraft lands near the shores of the magnificent Lake Tanganyika, Africa’s deepest 
lake. The park is one of the most remote and beautiful in Tanzania. Upon arrival, you will 
be transferred to your camp just in time for lunch. Spend the afternoon admiring the 
panoramic views of the steep Mahale Mountains rising up behind your camp.

Days 10 & 11: Mahale Mountain National Park - Chimpanzee tracking
Two days will be spent tracking chimpanzees. The trek can take between an hour and four 
hours. Watching chimpanzees in the forest in their natural habitat is a truly fascinating 
and exhilarating experience. Apart from the chimpanzees, the pristine waters of the 
ocean are the perfect way to unwind and relax. Additional activities such as snorkelling 
and kayaking can be arranged.

12: Mahale back to Arusha or Dar es Salaam
After breakfast you will be transferred to the airstrip for your flight back to Arusha or 
Dar es Salaam. On arrival, you will be driven to Kilimanjaro airport for your homeward 
bound flight.

Add a beach stay in one of our Indian Ocean islands, Zanzibar, Mafia, or Pemba.  
(see p.76 - 84)  

Add a beach stay at the nearby Lupita Island, Tanzania’s ultimate luxury retreat. 
(see p.65)
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Highlights of this itinerary:

• A flying safari across Tanzania, from north to west

• 2 nights in the Ngorongoro highlands and a full day in Ngorongoro Crater

• 3 days in the Serengeti witnessing the phenomenal Great Migration

• 3 days in Katavi National Park, Tanzania’s ultimate off-road safari destination. 
Prepare to get up close with a variety of animals and get involved with the many 
activities the park has to offer

• 4 days in the tropical rainforest of Mahale National Park for a once in a lifetime 
experience, tracking wild chimpanzees in a forest

• Swimming, fishing or canoeing in the crystal-clear waters of Lake Tanganyika, 
or simply unwinding on the beach

Our Suggested Itineraries | Northern Tanzania, Katavi & Mahale |June To February

Day 1: Arrive in Arusha
Upon arrival at Kilimanjaro Airport you will meet your guide who will assist with your 
bags and drive you in your private Signature Land Cruiser vehicle to your hotel in Arusha 
for the night.

Days 2, 3 & 4: The Serengeti National Park
You will have 3 days to explore the Serengeti and its wonderful landscape, with your 
expert guide. Depending on the time of the year, you can spend three nights driving 
across the plains of the central Serengeti where you can split your stay with one night 
in the central part and two nights in the western Serengeti or near the Mara River close 
to the northern border of the park. In the central Serengeti, big cats are easy to spot as 
the Seronera valley supports a much greater diversity of resident wildlife than anywhere 
else in the park. Travelling to the western corridor or up to the northern border will give 
you a better chance of viewing the Great Migration spectacle with over 2 million animals 
on the move in search of pasture and water.

Add an early morning balloon safari over Serengeti.

Day 5: Ngorongoro Highlands & Olduvai Gorge
You will be undertaking a game drive en-route the spectacular Ngorongoro highlands, 
which is a vast undulating volcanic landscape, dotted with craters and lakes that oozes 
minerals and fertile soil. On the way to Karatu, you will visit with the paleontological 
museum in Olduvai Gorge. Excavations in the early twentieth century by the famous 
British archaeologists, Dr Louis & Mary Leakey uncovered some of the earliest remains 
of fossil hominids at Olduvai. Walking down the gorge with a guide from the museum for 
a lecture on site can be arranged.

Day 6: Ngorongoro Crater
You will head to the rim of the Ngorongoro Crater gaining your first views of this 
incredible natural wonder. You descend into the caldera for a day of game viewing 
taking a picnic lunch to enjoy on the crater floor. The stunning spectacle of this Unesco 
World Heritage site, with its steep walls falling some 610m to the floor, it is undoubtedly 
one of the highlights of a safari in Tanzania. The crater floor is home to thousands of 
plain animals, including the rare black rhino, zebra, wildebeest, gazelles, hippos, elands, 
elephants, and a large predator population of lions, hyenas, and jackals. 

The number of resident black rhinos is increasing, so you may be lucky to see some 
of them against the spectacular backdrop of the caldera’s cliff face. The Ngorongoro 
Conservation area is a pioneering experiment where people (the Masai), their livestock 
and the wildlife co-exist and share the same protected habitat. It is not unusual to see 
the Masai people grazing their herds in the morning or afternoon in the vicinity of the 
crater. You will depart for Lake Manyara in the afternoon where you will stay where 
overnight.

Add a bush lunch in a private picnic site on the crater floor. (see p.36)

Day 7: From Lake Manyara to Katavi (Mondays)
You will be transferred to the Manyara airstrip onboard a light aircraft. You will fly west 
to Katavi national park, a journey, which will take around three hours. On arrival, you 
will be met and transferred by a driver-guide, undertaking a game-drive on the way 
back to your camp. Katavi is a beautiful and remote park with a handful of camps. 
After lunch, you will have some time to rest before an afternoon game drive in an open 
sided 4x4 vehicle. This type of vehicle provides the very best in opportunities to see 
the abundant wildlife of the park.

Days 8 & 9: The Katavi National Park
Due to the large volumes of wildlife in Katavi, game viewing becomes a thrilling 
experience. Some researchers claim that the concentration of animals in Katavi is 
higher than that of Ngorongoro. Hippos, crocodiles, elands, sable and roan antelopes 
are commonly spotted in Katavi. Birdlife is spectacular as rare species call it home. 
Early morning walking safaris are not to be missed as the light for photography is ideal.

Day 10: Katavi - Mahale Mountains (Thursdays)
You will be transferred to the airstrip onboard a light aircraft which will head west 
to Lake Tanganyika and Mahale National Park, which is on the far western border 
of Tanzania. The aircraft lands near the shores of the magnificent Lake Tanganyika, 
Africa’s deepest lake. The park is one of the most remote and beautiful in Tanzania. 
Upon arrival, you will be transferred to your camp just in time for lunch. Spend the 
afternoon admiring the panoramic views of the steep Mahale Mountains rising up 
behind your camp.

Days 11, 12 & 13: Mahale Mountain National Park - Chimpanzee tracking
Two days will be spent tracking chimpanzees. The trek can take between an hour 
and four hours. Watching chimpanzees in the forest in their natural habitat is a truly 
fascinating and exhilarating experience. Apart from the chimpanzees, the pristine 
waters of the ocean are the perfect way to unwind and relax. Additional activities such 
as snorkelling and kayaking can be arranged.

Day 14: Mahale back to Arusha or Dar es Salaam
After breakfast you will be transferred to the airstrip for your flight back to Arusha or 
Dar es Salaam. On arrival, you will be driven to Kilimanjaro airport for your homeward 
bound flight.

Add a beach stay at the nearby Lupita Island, Tanzania’s ultimate luxury retreat. 
(see p.65)
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Highlights of this itinerary:

• A flying safari to combine two enormous yet relatively unknown wildlife 
areas where the diversity of the ecosystems supports a wide variety of animals 
including large herds of elephants, buffalos, hippos, crocodiles and the rare wild 
dogs. These parks are a photographer’s paradise

• Despite shared activities, the small capacity of the camps and lodges in the 
vastness of the two reserves gives a feeling of solidarity

• Activities include remarkable game drives in open-top vehicles, walking safaris 
and boat safaris conducted by highly experience guides

Our Suggested Itineraries | Selous & Ruaha | The Thrilling Safari Adventure |June To February

Day 1: Arrive in Dar es Salaam
Meet and greet on arrival with a private transfer to your hotel in Dar es Salaam.

Days 2, 3 & 4: The Selous Game Reserve
Board a regular flight for the Selous, which takes about after 45 minutes with the light 
aircraft. Your driver guide will use the transfer time to introduce you to the wildlife in 
Selous, wasting no time and hitting the ground running with the first game drive. On 
arrival, you will be welcomed with a spot of lunch. Ideally located in the spectacular 
Selous Game Reserve, your camp is the perfect base from which to explore Tanzania’s 
least known, yet wildest, game reserve. All activities are organised by the camps and are 
shared activities. 

Nevertheless, some camps can offer private safari vehicles or private nature walks. The 
coming days are spent in this hidden gem tracking animals by boat, car and on foot. The 
Rufiji River offers some of the finest boating safaris in Africa, with its huge population of 
hippos and crocodiles. Whether it is game drives, walking safaris, fishing, boating, or a 
combination of all, Selous never disappoints.

Days 5, 6 & 7: Ruaha National Park
Transfer in the morning to the bush airstrip for a scenic flight to Ruaha National Park, 
which takes 2 hours. Prepare yourself for the dramatic scenery of Ruaha, which offers 
a tremendous display of rolling hills, large open plains and very photogenic groves 
of skeletal baobabs. A representative of your camp will meet you at the airstrip for a 
transfer combined with a game drive on the way to your bush camp. 

After lunch, you can relax and prepare yourself to explore the wild park in the afternoon. 
Ruaha is a paradise for predators. Lions are not only numerous and healthy, but the 
prides tend to be unusually large, often numbering more than 20 individuals. Cheetahs 
can often be seen hunting on the open plains, and the park has a particularly good 
reputation for leopard sightings. 

It is one of the last major strongholds for African wild dog population with more than 
100 found in Ruaha. Black-backed jackals and spotted hyenas are both very common 
and easily seen, and the rare striped hyena, though seldom observed, can be spotted 
too.

Day 8: Ruaha - Dar es Salaam
After breakfast you will be transferred to the airstrip for your flight back to Dar es 
Salaam. On arrival, you will be driven to the airport for your homeward bound flight.

Extend your stay and complete your safari with a chimp trekking in Mahale Mountains. 
(see p.64) 

Add a beach stay in one of our Indian Ocean islands, Zanzibar, Mafia, or Pemba. (see 
p. 76 - 84)
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Highlights of this itinerary:

• This incredible journey combines the northern parks, Serengeti and Ngorongoro 
Crater, with the southern Selous and Ruaha.

• Each park and reserve offers a wide range of activities in the wild, which 
includes nature walks, walking, and boat safaris, game drives in open vehicles 
and bush meals

• Follow the Great Migration in the northern Serengeti and watch the river 
crossing with wildebeest and zebras

• The safari experience will end at the renowned Ngorongoro Crater where you 
will find one of the largest concentrations of wildlife in Africa

Our Suggested Itineraries | Selous, Ruaha & Great Migration In Serengeti | June To October

Day 1: Arrive in Dar es Salaam
Meet and greet on arrival with a private transfer to your hotel in Dar es Salaam.

Days 2, 3 & 4: The Selous Game Reserve
Board a regular flight for the Selous, which takes about after 45 minutes with the light 
aircraft. Your driver guide will use the transfer time to introduce you to the wildlife in 
Selous, wasting no time and hitting the ground running with the first game drive. On 
arrival, you will be welcomed with a spot of lunch. Ideally located in the spectacular 
Selous Game Reserve, your camp is the perfect base from which to explore Tanzania’s 
least known, yet wildest, game reserve. All activities are organised by the camps and are 
shared activities. Nevertheless, some camps can offer private safari vehicles or private 
nature walks. The coming days are spent in this hidden gem tracking animals by boat, 
car and on foot. The Rufiji River offers some of the finest boating safaris in Africa, with 
its huge population of hippos and crocodiles. Whether it is game drives, walking safaris, 
fishing, boating, or a combination of all, Selous never disappoints.

Days 5, 6 & 7: Ruaha National Park
Transfer in the morning to the bush airstrip for a scenic flight to Ruaha National Park, 
which takes 2 hours. Prepare yourself for the dramatic scenery of Ruaha, which offers 
a tremendous display of rolling hills, large open plains and very photogenic groves 
of skeletal baobabs. A representative of your camp will meet you at the airstrip for a 
transfer combined with a game drive on the way to your bush camp. After lunch, you 
can relax and prepare yourself to explore the wild park in the afternoon. 

Ruaha is a paradise for predators. Lions are not only numerous and healthy, but the 
prides tend to be unusually large, often numbering more than 20 individuals. Cheetahs 
can often be seen hunting on the open plains, and the park has a particularly good 
reputation for leopard sightings. It is one of the last major strongholds for African wild 
dog population with more than 100 found in Ruaha. Black-backed jackals and spotted 
hyenas are both very common and easily seen, and the rare striped hyena, though 
seldom observed, can be spotted too.

Days 8, 9 & 10: Ruaha – Kogatende & Northern Serengeti
Transfer to your airstrip for a morning flight to the Serengeti. You will land in the remote 
Kogatende area. Far less crowded than the rest of the Serengeti, the north of the park is 
characterised by green rolling hills and thickly vegetated granite outcrops. Your private 
safari driver will make his acquaintance known at the airstrip and will accompany you for 
three days of game viewing opportunities. From June through to the end of October the 
migrating herds are resident here. It is the finest place to see the famous river crossings 
as the herds often cross the Mara River daily. Dramatic scenes ensue as hundreds of 
animals plunge into the river in a desperate attempt to reach the other side before the 
river’s enormous crocodiles feed on them.

Add an early morning balloon safari over Serengeti.

Day 11: From Northern Serengeti to the slopes of Ngorongoro Crater
Transfer in the morning to the Kogatende airstrip for your flight to Lake Manyara and 
the Rift Valley. After two hours of a scenic journey over the Loliondo game controlled 
area and the Ngorongoro highlands, you will land at the Manyara airstrip. Your safari 
guide will be waiting for you with a private Signature Land Cruiser. Depart for Karatu and 
arrive at Gibb’s farm in time for lunch. Situated on the forested slopes of the Ngorongoro 
conservation area, on the outermost side of the crater, Gibb’s farm is a charming boutique 
lodge, growing its own organic vegetables. The farm is the ideal place for taking a little 
break from your safari adventure as it is a tranquil setting for afternoon tea followed by 
a relaxing stroll around the beautiful grounds. 

Day 12: The Ngorongoro Crater
You will head to the rim of the Ngorongoro crater gaining your first views of this incredible 
natural wonder. You descend into the caldera for a day of game viewing taking a picnic 
lunch to enjoy on the crater floor. The stunning spectacle of this Unesco World Heritage 
site, with its steep walls falling some 610m to the floor, it is undoubtedly one of the 
highlights of a safari in Tanzania. The crater floor is home to thousands of plain animals, 
including the rare black rhino, zebra, wildebeest, gazelles, hippos, elands, elephants, and 
a large predator population of lions, hyenas, and jackals. The number of resident black 
rhinos is increasing, so you may be lucky to see some of them against the spectacular 
backdrop of the caldera’s cliff face. The Ngorongoro Conservation area is a pioneering 
experiment where people (the Masai), their livestock and the wildlife co-exist and share 
the same protected habitat. It is not unusual to see the Masai people grazing their herds 
in the morning or afternoon in the vicinity of the crater.

Add a bush lunch in a private picnic site on the crater floor. (see p.36)

Day 13: Ngorongoro back to Arusha
After breakfast you will drive to Arusha for lunch at Arusha Coffee Lodge. A day room 
can be provided if needed. Later on you will be transferred to Kilimanjaro airport for your 
homeward bound flight.

Add a beach stay in one of our Indian Ocean islands, Zanzibar, Mafia, or Pemba. (see 
p. 76 - 84)
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This family safari is an exhilarating adventure exploring the wilds of Tanzania. As 
a group, you will experience the thrill of a wildlife safari in the northern parks of 
the country and meet and learn about the vibrant traditions of the local people. 
With assistance from your private safari guide, children will learn to identify tracks, 
interpret animal behavior and encounter the incredible diversity of Tanzania’s wildlife.

Following this, discover the beauty of the Indian Ocean and spend a few days in 
Zanzibar relaxing on the stunning white sand beaches, swim with the dolphins, and 
tour the historical Stone Town including a stop at ‘Tamu’ for delicious Italian ice 
cream.

Our Suggested Itineraries | Family & Multi-Generational Safari | Northern Parks & Zanzibar
Day 1: Arrive in Arusha
Upon arrival at Kilimanjaro Airport you will meet your guide who will assist with your 
bags and drive you in your private Signature Land Cruiser vehicle to your hotel in Arusha 
for the night.

Days 2 & 3: Living with the Masai at Africa Amini Masai Lodge
Depart in the morning for a timeless moment in the Masai steppes. Africa Amini Alama 
is a registered non-profit association. Austrian doctors founded it as a private initiative 
in 2009. Since its inception, Africa Amini Alama has launched a range of projects 
dedicated to health care, education, social care, tourism, and agriculture. Each single 
project is carried out on-site by a local team and supervised by Africa Amini Alama on 
a long-term basis. In this context, the aim of Africa Amini Alama is to help to bridge the 
way to self-help, to provide stability and security, while promoting cultural togetherness 
and strengthening the foundation of future developments in the Masai and Meru region. 
Make the most of the Swahili cuisine and incredible hospitality.

Add a family drinks and snacks package which will be stored in the fridge of your 
Signature Land Cruiser vehicle

Day 4: Nature walk in Arusha National Park
As flying in to Tanzania can be a long journey, take your time and enjoy your first 
breakfast and morning in Africa. After lunch, your private safari guide accompanied 
by a park ranger will guide you to your nature walk at the lovely Arusha National Park. 
The sanctuary offers wonderful views over Mount Meru and on a clear day you can see 
Mount Kilimanjaro from the park. The experience brings you up close with the wildlife. 
This park is known for its population of the acrobatic black and white colobus monkeys. 
You will reach the Tulusia waterfalls for a spot of lunch. Enjoy the refreshing water at the 
falls. Children will most definitely enjoy playing in the water. Depart the park to return to 
your hotel in Arusha.

Day 5: Lake Manyara National Park
Located near Tarangire, Lake Manyara National Park is completely different. Pressed 
against the imposing Rift Valley wall, this beautiful park encompasses a vast lake, 
marshlands, forest and savannah. You are likely to see the famous tree-climbing lions. 
Some believe the lions opt to climb trees to grasp a bit of a cool breeze while others 
believe it is for a high vantage point purpose whilst in their hunting mode. Manyara is 
famous for its birdlife with more than 400 species recorded but the flamingos on the 
lake are a classic East African sight. After the morning game drive, you will enjoy a picnic 
lunch at Maji Moto hot springs, after which you have the opportunity to experience an 
unforgettable 500m air walk with a birds-eye view of the scenic world around you. 
This experience is only available in Lake Manyara. You will stay in Karatu for two nights 
surrounded by rolling hills, coffee plantations and the Ngorongoro highlands.

Day 6: The Ngorongoro Crater
You will head to the rim of the Ngorongoro Crater gaining your first views of this 
incredible natural wonder. You descend into the caldera for a day of game viewing 
taking a picnic lunch to enjoy on the crater floor. The stunning spectacle of this Unesco 
World Heritage site, with its steep walls falling some 610m to the floor, it is undoubtedly 
one of the highlights of a safari in Tanzania. The crater floor is home to thousands of 
plain animals, including the rare black rhino, zebra, wildebeest, gazelles, hippos, elands, 
elephants, and a large predator population of lions, hyenas, and jackals. The number of 
resident black rhinos is increasing, so you may be lucky to see some of them against the 
spectacular backdrop of the caldera’s cliff face. The Ngorongoro Conservation area is a 
pioneering experiment where people (the Masai), their livestock and the wildlife co-exist 
and share the same protected habitat. It is not unusual to see the Masai people grazing 
their herds in the morning or afternoon in the vicinity of the crater.

Add a bush lunch in a private picnic site on the crater floor. (see p.36)

Days 7 & 8: The Serengeti or Ndutu
From December to March the Serengeti migration congregates around Lake Ndutu in 
the Ngorongoro Conservation Area. During these months we recommend spending two 
days exploring the Ndutu region. In the southern Serengeti ecosystem the soil is regularly 
renewed by volcanic ash, producing some of the richest grassland in East Africa. Ndutu 
is in the heart of this area and it is here that the wildebeest give birth to their calves as 
the rich grass helps them produce sufficient milk. 

An early morning game drive is a fantastic experience, as you will witness millions of 
wildebeest scattered in the plains as far as your eye can see. It is a phenomenal spectacle. 
At sunrise you may encounter various species of animals grazing in the golden morning 
light where predators are known to be at large. Cheetahs can be spotted on the plains in 
the mornings or late afternoons when temperatures are not too high. After a memorable 
morning drive, you will return to your lodge for lunch and enjoy some downtime. After 
your afternoon tea, you have the option to participate in a second game drive to explore 
the vastness of the Ndutu terrain.

Add a the visit to the Olduvai Museum where kids will examine fossils and tools from 
a million years ago (see p.40 -41)
 
Add an early morning balloon safari over Ndutu Serengeti (min. age 7yrs )

Days 9, 10 & 11: Zanzibar Island
After breakfast you will be transferred to the airstrip for a flight to Zanzibar - the ‘spice 
island’. You will meet your guide who will privately transfer you to your beach hotel. You 
have a relaxing three days where you can spend some quality time with your family in 
this beautiful pristine beach haven. You can either use this time to relax or of course get 
involved in a number of excursions, which include a walking tour of Stone Town to learn 
about the incredible history of Zanzibar (including a stop at ‘Tamu’ for delicious Italian ice 
cream), a spice tour, a boat trip to Prison Island to see the giant tortoises or a snorkelling 
expedition near Mnemba Island.

Day 12: Return flight back from Zanzibar
Private transfer arranged to Zanzibar airport for your homeward bound flight.
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Highlights of this itinerary:

• Drive across the impressive landscape of the Great Rift Valley escarpment and 
the Ngorongoro Highlands and discover the impressive bird life of Lake Manyara 
and the crater’s picturesque majesty

• Explore the Serengeti National Park and witness the Great Migration of 
wildebeest and zebras from a selected mobile camp. This will put you in the heart 
of natural action

• Experience the tropical beauty of the Mahale Mountains intermingling with the 
chimpanzee population of this region

• Follow the hunting lion prides, wild dogs and spotted hyenas of Ruaha

• Embrace the unveiling magic of Ruaha during morning walking safaris with your 
safari guide

Our Suggested Itineraries | Selous, Ruaha & Great Migration In Serengeti | June To October

Day 1: Arrive in Arusha
Upon arrival at Kilimanjaro Airport you will meet your guide who will assist with your 
bags and drive you in your private Signature Land Cruiser vehicle to your hotel in Arusha 
for the night.

Add an extra day to discover the Arusha national park by foot, by car or in a canoe. 
(see p.14)

Day 2: Arusha - Ngorongoro Crater
Early morning transfer to the airport for a short flight to Lake Manyara where you will 
make your way to a dramatic range of volcanic mountains that straddle the Great Rift 
Valley escarpment immediately to the south of the Serengeti - Ngorongoro highlands. 
The area offers a truly spectacular panoramic view of the Ngorongoro Conservation 
Area. Arrive in time for lunch at your lodge or camp perched on the rim of the crater. The 
afternoon will be at your leisure to admire the beauty of the caldera and catch a dazzling 
sunset over one of the most incredible natural world heritage sites.

Day 3: The Ngorongoro Crater
You will head to the rim of the Ngorongoro crater gaining your first views of this incredible 
natural wonder. You descend into the caldera for a day of game viewing taking a picnic 
lunch to enjoy on the crater floor. The stunning spectacle of this Unesco World Heritage 
site, with its steep walls falling some 610m to the floor, it is undoubtedly one of the 
highlights of a safari in Tanzania. The crater floor is home to thousands of plain animals, 
including the rare black rhino, zebra, wildebeest, gazelles, hippos, elands, elephants, and 
a large predator population of lions, hyenas, and jackals. The number of resident black 
rhinos is increasing, so you may be lucky to see some of them against the spectacular 
backdrop of the caldera’s cliff face. The Ngorongoro Conservation area is a pioneering 
experiment where people (the Masai), their livestock and the wildlife co-exist and share 
the same protected habitat. It is not unusual to see the Masai people grazing their herds 
in the morning or afternoon in the vicinity of the crater.

Add a bush lunch in a private picnic site on the crater floor. (see p.36)

Days 4, 5, 6 & 7: A mobile camp to discover the Serengeti
Drive back in the morning to the Manyara airstrip for another scenic flight where you will 
wing your way to the vast open plains of the famous Serengeti national park. Sleeping 
under a canvas in a luxury mobile camp, it is the most exclusive way to enjoy the bush. 
The mobile camps follow the migratory routes of the wildebeest and zebras. Should the 
herds move earlier or later than expected, the camps will be mobilised accordingly. Most 
will give you flexibility to plan each day as you wish. Enjoy your first safari en-route to 
your camp accompanied by your driver guide. The camp will organise all your activities, 
which are usually shared but you have the option to arrange your own guide and safari 
vehicle. If travelling between June and November, you will fly to the northern part of 
the Serengeti, as the camps will locate themselves near the Mara River where millions 
of wildebeest and zebras make the famous crossing through crocodile infested waters. 
This of course includes the big cat predators that follow suit to make the best of hunting 
for a meal. Add a balloon safari to see the majestic Serengeti plains from an aerial 
viewpoint.

Days 8, 9 & 10: Chimp tracking in Mahale Mountain National Park (Mondays or 
Thursdays)
You will be transferred to the airstrip onboard a light aircraft which will head west to Lake 
Tanganyika and Mahale National Park, which is on the far western border of Tanzania. 
The aircraft lands near the shores of the magnificent Lake Tanganyika, Africa’s deepest 
lake. The park is one of the most remote and beautiful in Tanzania. Upon arrival, you will 
be transferred to your camp just in time for lunch. Spend the afternoon admiring the 
panoramic views of the steep Mahale Mountains rising up behind your camp. Relax on 
the lake’s sandy beaches where you enjoy a swim or undertake snorkelling and kayaking.
Add a beach stay at the nearby Lupita Island, Tanzania’s ultimate luxury retreat. (see 
p.65)

Days 11, 12 & 13: The Ruaha National Park (Thursdays or Mondays)
Transfer in the morning to the bush airstrip for a scenic flight to Ruaha National Park, 
which takes 2 hours. Prepare yourself for the dramatic scenery of Ruaha, which offers 
a tremendous display of rolling hills, large open plains and very photogenic groves of 
skeletal baobabs. A representative of your camp will meet you at the airstrip for a transfer 
combined with a game drive on the way to your bush camp. After lunch, you can relax 
and prepare yourself to explore the wild park in the afternoon. Ruaha is a paradise for 
predators. Lions are not only numerous and healthy, but the prides tend to be unusually 
large, often numbering more than 20 individuals. Cheetahs can often be seen hunting on 
the open plains, and the park has a particularly good reputation for leopard sightings. It 
is one of the last major strongholds for African wild dog population with more than 100 
found in Ruaha. Black-backed jackals and spotted hyenas are both very common and 
easily seen, and the rare striped hyena, though seldom observed, can be spotted too.

Day 14: Ruaha back to Dar es Salaam
After breakfast you will be transferred to your airstrip for your flight to Dar es Salaam for 
your homeward bound flight. Add a safari in Selous National park (see p.68)

Add a beach stay in one of our Indian Ocean islands, Zanzibar, Mafia, or Pemba. (see 
p. 76 - 84)
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Our Suggested Itineraries | Camping In A Private Mobile Camp

A private mobile camp is an incredible way to start your Tanzanian wilderness experience. It is a unique way to immerse into the sights and sounds of the African 
savannah. An intimate and comfortable tented camp will be set up within the national park in the north of Tanzania. The camp is tailored to your specific requirements 
making sure the wild bush feels like home. We will ensure that it meets all your needs making it your home in the wild. With breathtaking landscapes, uninterrupted 

by any travellers, this is sure to be a memorable experience.

A private tailor made safari in a mobile camp will take you back to the reminiscent pioneering safari days in the bush. Expect hot bucket showers beneath clear starlit 
skies, lunch under acacia trees, sundowners by a campfire and dinner under the stars with lions roaring in the distance.

Our private mobile camp is easily set up and managed, leaving a low impact on the environment. It is a custom designed truck, built to be self sufficient and 
comfortable for the ultimate in luxury experiences. These camps are set up in private camping grounds within the park all year round so do require advance bookings 

to ensure everything is arranged smoothly.

Our custom-built safari tents consist of a veranda, bedroom and bathroom. The veranda is furnished with comfortable chairs, and a wooden side table. It provides 
shade with a vantage point to enjoy the landscape views and passing wildlife. The bedroom is comfortable with space and has large netted windows with rain flaps 
for easy zipping. It is waterproof and has a sewn-in groundsheet of heavy plastic to keep out insects and small creatures. Beds are dressed with100% cotton sheets 

and fleece blankets. Bedside tables are equipped with solar reading lights. The rear section of the tent houses the bathroom.

Your bush meals are given special attention giving you a fine gastronomic experience coupled with fantastic service from the staff to hand. Candlelit dinners or dinner 
under a canopy of stars can be arranged. The chefs are known to use fresh organic ingredients sourced from local markets for the ultimate bush dining experience. 

Breads, cakes, cookies and muffins are freshly baked.

Our experienced safari crew plays a vital role in making each safari memorable. Apart from the camp manager, the chef, waiters, the butler, truck driver and 
housekeeping staff are forever ready to make your experience that much more special.

Important note: Private camps are recommended for groups of 4 to 12 guests.

An Exclusive Experience
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Highlights of this itinerary:

• The ultimate personalised adventure, which involves a slow safari across all the 
northern parks of Tanzania

• Enjoy breathtaking sceneries of the African savannah with nature walks in 
Arusha national park and Karatu coffee farms. Indulge in cultural experiences in 
the colourful and bustling village, Mto wa Mbu

• In Serengeti, your private camp will be set up in close proximity to the Great 
Migration

• Participate in private early morning game drives in Tarangire and Serengeti

Our Suggested Itineraries | Camping In Style | The Exclusive Wilderness Experience

Day 1: Arrive in Arusha
Upon arrival at Kilimanjaro Airport you will meet your guide who will assist with your 
bags and drive you in your private Signature Land Cruiser vehicle to your hotel in Arusha 
for the night.

Add an extra day to discover the Arusha national park by foot, by car or in a canoe. 
(see p.14)

Day 2: Arusha National Park
As flying in to Tanzania can be a long journey, take your time and enjoy your first 
breakfast and morning in Africa. After lunch, your private safari guide accompanied 
by a park ranger will guide you to your nature walk at the lovely Arusha National Park. 
The sanctuary offers wonderful views over Mount Meru and on a clear day you can see 
Mount Kilimanjaro from the park. The experience brings you up close with the wildlife. 
This park is known for its population of the acrobatic black and white colobus monkeys. 
On returning to your hotel, your guide will brief you about your mobile camping safari.

Add an extra day for a trek to Shira camp on Mount Kilimanjaro (see p.15 - 17)

Day 3: The Lake Manyara - Tarangire
Beginning of a great adventure, as the amazing experience of a private mobile camp 
commences. Whilst your crew heads to Tarangire National Park, you will leave in the 
morning with your driver for Lake Manyara National Park. Pressed against the imposing 
Rift Valley wall, this beautiful park encompasses a vast lake, marshlands, forest and 
savannah. You are likely to see the famous tree- climbing lions. Some believe the lions 
opt to climb trees to grasp a bit of a cool breeze while others believe it is for a high 
vantage point purpose whilst in their hunting mode. Manyara is famous for its birdlife 
with more than 400 species recorded but the flamingos on the lake are a classic East 
African sight. After the morning game drive, you will enjoy a picnic lunch at Maji Moto 
hot springs, after which you have the opportunity to experience an unforgettable 500m 
air walk with a birds-eye view of the scenic world around you. You will depart Manyara 
late in the afternoon and make your way to Tarangire national park where you will spend 
three nights in your custom private camp. You can either dine in the mess tent or under 
the stars.

Day 4 & 5: The Tarangire National Park
You will spend two days exploring one of the most beautiful parks in Northern Tanzania, 
the Tarangire National Park. The landscape dotted with thousand of ancient baobabs and 
acacias trees is simply unforgettable. The Tarangire River is a magnet for the wildlife. It is 
not unusual to spot impressive herds of elephants, gazelles, impala, buffalos, wildebeest, 
zebras and hartebeests by the riverbanks. Predators are known to follow suit. You will 
enjoy a picnic lunch in the park whilst your eyes meet the stunning landscape horizons.
Add an early morning balloon safari over Tarangire .

Day 6: Mto wa Mbu, Gibbs Farm
In the morning your crew will leave Tarangire and head to Serengeti National Park. You 
will start the day with a walking tour of the colorful village, Mto wa Mbu. This small 
bustling village is home to over 120 different tribes from across Africa. Your stroll will take 
you to see local farms, schools, local homes, the market and milling machines. Lunch is 
arranged at Gibbs farm, which is an enchanting experience. This working farm is located 
about a 45minute drive from Mto wa Mbu and is set in the beautiful landscapes of Karatu, 
which is surrounded by rolling hills and coffee farms. Built in the early 20th century, Gibbs 
is one of the oldest coffee farms in Tanzania. The meals served are buffet style in the 
restored 1929 manor house and are simply delicious. After lunch you are free to explore 
the 10-acre organic farm where fruits, vegetables, herbs and fine hillside coffee plants 
flourish. You have the opportunity to view some Art from East African artists who display 
their creations at the farm. You will retire at Gibbs farm in Karatu after dinner.

Day 7: The Ngorongoro Crater
You will head to the rim of the Ngorongoro Crater gaining your first views of this incredible 
natural wonder. You descend into the caldera for a day of game viewing taking a picnic 
lunch to enjoy on the crater floor. The stunning spectacle of this Unesco World Heritage 
site, with its steep walls falling some 610m to the floor, it is undoubtedly one of the 
highlights of a safari in Tanzania. The crater floor is home to thousands of plain animals, 
including the rare black rhino, zebra, wildebeest, gazelles, hippos, elands, elephants and 
a large predator population of lions, hyenas, and jackals. The number of resident black 
rhinos is increasing, so you may be lucky to see some of them against the spectacular 
backdrop of the caldera’s cliff face. Dinner and overnight stay will be in Karatu at Gibbs 
farm. 

Add a bush lunch in a private picnic site on the crater floor. (see p.36)

Add an extra day for trekking to the breathtaking Empakai Crater. (see p.44)
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Our Suggested Itineraries | Mount Kilimanjaro 

Located in northeast Tanzania, a designated World Heritage Unesco site, the majestic Mount Kilimanjaro rises nearly six vertical kilometers from the surrounding Masai 
plains (5,895m). Kilimanjaro consists of three volcanic summits, Shira (3,962m) the oldest of the three summits, Mawenzi (5,149m) and the youngest Kibo (5,895m). 
These are dormant. Climbing Kilimanjaro is truly a once-in-a-lifetime experience. You will climb the highest mountain in Africa, which is the largest freestanding 
mountain in the world. The journey will take you through extraordinary views extending hundreds of miles, and a breathtaking sunrise experience from the roof of 

Africa when you summit the Uhuru peak.

There are six main ascendant routes to trek Mount Kilimanjaro. Several of these trails join after a few days climbing and share the same path over the last days. 
Each route has its challenges, duration and scenic advantages. The most popular routes are the Marangu and Machame routes, which means that they are crowded 

especially during the peak season.

The mountain can be climbed almost all year round but the weather conditions will have an impact on your chances of summiting Uhuru Peak comfortably. In our 
opinion, the most appropriate time to climb Kilimanjaro is during the drier months, from mid December to mid-March and from July to October given the sky is 
clearer enhancing the views. From April to mid-June and from November to mid-December, it is the rainy season so the number of people climbing is at a low but 
the cold and mud make hiking a much more arduous task. Compared to other mountains, Kilimanjaro is a relatively easy climb but very physical. You do not need 
to be a professional climber, however, you do need to be generally fit. A fitter body is more likely to withstand the stress of consecutive days of hiking and camping.

We offer a comfortable and private climbing experience using the best equipment, which includes a spacious walk-in dome tent, thick mattresses, sleeping bags, a 
private mountain shower tent, a toilet tent, oxygen, and a hyperbaric bag. You will travel with a private chef and waiter and your meals will be served in a dining tent. 

We use very experienced guides who are constantly trained to keep their fauna and flora knowledge up to date. They are CPR trained too.

Climbing The Roof Of Africa

Days 8, 9 & 10: The Serengeti National Park
Leave Gibbs farm with packed lunch and start your Serengeti adventure.
As the park is home to a vast array of wildlife, you will come across a number of animals whilst crossing the Ngorongoro Conservation Area heading to the Serengeti Naabi hill entrance 
gate. Arrival at your camp is estimated late in the afternoon, and you will spend three nights centrally located in the Seronera river valley, which is known for some fantastic game viewing 
opportunities all year round. This is the richest ecosystem of the park. The Seronera river valley marks the boundary between the grassy plains of the south and the wooded hills of the 
north. As a result, the area is home to permanent wildlife from both habitats. It is amongst the favorite hunting grounds for many predators. The Great Migration spends many weeks every 
year in the area. You are free to explore the western corridor or the northern Serengeti should you want to witness the migration river crossing. This, however, depends on the time of year.

Add a the visit to Olduvai Museum to discover fossils and tools over million years ago (see p.40)

Add a balloon safari to see the majestic plains of Seronera.

Day 11: Return flight from Kogatende to Arusha
After breakfast you will be transferred to the airstrip for your return flight to Arusha for lunch at Arusha Coffee Lodge. A day room can be provided if needed. Later on you will be 
transferred to Kilimanjaro airport for your homeward bound flight.

Add a beach stay in one of our Indian Ocean islands, Zanzibar, Mafia, or Pemba. (See p. 76 - 84) 
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Among the six main paths leading up the slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro our favorite is the Lemosho route. It starts from the western side of the mountain and is the 
most scenic route up to Uhuru peak. It has a large variety of vegetation and landscapes. When climbing this route, the terrain changes from a tropical to an arctic 
climate in a few days. The encircling rain forest ensures the fertility of the lower lying farms and is rich in its birdlife. Above the rain forest lies the alpine meadows and 
beautiful moorland, offering many splendid views. Exotic plants such as giant lobelia and the fork-like groundsel can be seen. After you leave the alpine meadows 
you enter the alpine desert and finally the snows of Kilimanjaro and the summit itself. The Lemosho trail provides exceptional views of Shira ridge and Kibo’s glacier.

This route is one of the least frequently used (less than 10% of the climbers) as it takes longer to reach the summit. 

With approximately 70 km/42 miles from gate to gate, it is designed for climbers who are physically fit with some hiking experience. Spending eight days on Africa’s 
highest mountain allows you to acclimatise and gives you extra time to enjoy the spectacular environment; most of all increase your chances of summiting. Lemosho 

is ideal for those who place a premium on proper altitude acclimatisation and are confident in their ability to walk over steeper paths for extended periods.

Our Suggested Itineraries | Mount Kilimanjaro | The Lemosho Route

Mount Kilimanjaro Climbing
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Our Suggested Itineraries | Mount Kilimanjaro 
Day 1: Arusha - Machame
Upon arrival at Kilimanjaro airport you will meet your guide who will assist you with your 
bags and drive you to Machame town on the southwestern slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro. 
You will stay at Kaliwa lodge, a small charming hotel with a nicely built deck overlooking 
the valley of the lush green rainforest. On a clear day, you can see atop the ‘roof of Africa’ 
from the deck. You will meet with your climbing manager and mountain guide for a full 
briefing on the Lemosho route climb. They will pre-check all your equipment.

Add an extra day to relax and take a short nature walk around the lodge before 
climbing

Day 2: Machame - Londorossi Gate - Big Tree Camp (Mti Mkubwa)
After breakfast, you are driven to the edge of the national park forest at Londorossi gate. 
The trekking will start through an undisturbed and beautiful rainforest, which laces the 
foot of the mountain. In the afternoon, you will arrive at the lovely forest camp located 
as the name states, ‘under a big tree’ with plenty of monkeys and birds around.

Hiking time: 3-4 hours | Hike distance: 4km (2.5miles) | Habitat: Rain forest | Camp 
altitude: 2,795m (9,170ft)

Day 3: Big Tree Camp (Mti Mkubwa) to Shira Camp 1
Take your time to walk through the forest, which boasts plenty of animals and birds. 
Vegetation will be visibly sparser, as high altitude plants take over and you enter the 
giant heather moorland zone. The gradient will be relatively steep in the morning, but 
levels out considerably towards the end of the day, allowing you to enjoy fantastic views 
of Kilimanjaro’s western breach. You will arrive at Shira camp 1, located by a stream on 
the Shira plateau by mid-afternoon.

Hiking Time: 7-8 hours | Distance: 8km (5miles) | Habitat: Moorland | Camp altitude: 
3,505m (11,500ft)

Day 4: Shira Camp 1 to Shira Camp 2
Today, you will be exploring the Shira plateau enjoying one of the most scenic parts 
of the trail. This is an easier stroll and is a great acclimatisation day. It is a gentle walk 
east toward Kibo’s glaciered peak, across the plateau, which leads to Shira camp 2 on 
moorland meadows by a stream. You will have a spectacular view of the final ascent 
route up to the western breach.

Hiking Time: 5-7 hours | Distance: 11km (6.8miles) | Habitat: Moorland | Camp altitude: 
3,900m (12,795ft)

Day 5: Shira Camp 2 - Lava Tower - Barranco Hut
From the Shira plateau, you will continue to the east up a ridge, passing the junction 
towards the peak of Kibo. As you continue, the direction changes to the southeast 
towards the Lava tower, called the ‘shark’s tooth.’ Shortly after the tower, the second 
junction will bring you up to the Arrow glacier at an altitude of 16,000ft. Continue down 
to the Barranco hut at an altitude of 13,000ft. Although you end the day at almost the 
same elevation as when you started, (3,960m), it is an important day is for acclimatisation 
and will help your body improve your performance and prepare for summit day.

Hiking Time: 6-7 hours | Distance: 9.9km (6.2miles) | Habitat: Semi desert | Camp altitude: 
3,950m (12,950ft)

Day 6: Barranco Camp - Karanga Camp
Start early this morning for an amazing challenge, a two-hour hike of the Barranco 
wall, which is daunting, but most find it easier to scale than expected, with well-placed 
foot holds and guides on hand to aid your ascent. Another two to three hours will take 
you across glacial valleys where you will camp for the night at Karanga camp. Sunsets 
here are particularly spectacular with views of the southern glacial valleys and ice fields 
towering 1,000m.

Hiking Time: 4-5 hours | Distance: 5.8km (3.6miles) | Habitat: Alpine desert | Camp 
altitude: 4,040m (13,255ft)

Day 7: Karanga Camp - Barafu Camp
After breakfast, you leave Karanga and hit the junction, which connects with the Mweka 
trail that you will use for the descent. Continue up to the Barafu hut to complete the 
south circuit, which offers views of the summit from many different angles. The crew will 
set up your camp. You have to rest and enjoy the view. Barafu camp offers stunning views 
of Mawenzi and Kibo peaks. You should go to bed as early as possible to get enough 
sleep for the upcoming summit climb.

Hiking Time: 3-4 hours | Distance: 3.4km (2.1miles) | Habitat: Alpine desert | Camp altitude: 
4,556m (14,950ft)

Day 8: Barafu Camp – Uhuru Peak (5895m) – Mweka Camp
This is the toughest day with stunning views of Mawenzi, the Kibo saddle and the plains 
below. A steaming hot drink will arrive very early on this momentous day. A midnight 
wake-up call is the start of a juggernaut (12-17 hours of trekking). You begin trekking at 
1am. The temperatures range from just below freezing at midnight, to between 10 deg. 
F (-12 deg. C) to –10 deg. F (-23 deg. C) just before dawn at the summit. The winding 
path of endless switchbacks will take form and shape in the shadows of the Ratzel and 
Rebman glaciers at early dawn, and behind you the spires of Mawenzi will be silhouetted 
against the red glow of the sun from beneath the clouds. After about 6 hours of walking, 
you will come to the edge of the crater - Stella Point, at 19,000feet (5,790m) on the 
crater rim is the end of the steep track. From here, there is a gentle slope about 1hour to 
Uhuru Peak. After a short time at the summit to celebrate your achievement, descend the 
steep scree trail back to Barafu camp for some rest, then summon your strength again 
for further descent to Mweka camp. It is your last night on the slopes of the roof of Africa!

To the summit: Hiking Time: 7-9 hours | Distance: 4.5km (3.75miles) 
Habitat: Alpine desert | Uhuru Peak: 5,895m (19,340ft)
To Mweka Camp: Hiking Time: 8-9 hours | Distance: 12km (8.3miles)
Habitat: Alpine desert | Camp altitude: 3,170m (10,400ft)

Day 9: Mweka Camp - Mweka Gate - Machame
After an early and well-deserved breakfast, it is a short three-hour scenic hike back to 
the park gate. At Mweka gate you sign your name and details in a register. This is where 
successful climbers receive their summit certificates. Those climbers who reached Stella 
point (5685m) are issued with green certificates and those who reached Uhuru Peak 
(5895m) receive gold certificates. From the Mweka gate, you will continue down into 
the Mweka village, normally a muddy 3km (1hour) hike. In the Mweka village you will 
be served a delicious hot lunch. You will be driven back to Kaliwa lodge, your hotel in 
Machame. You have the rest of the day to relax and celebrate your achievement!
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Dear Leopard Team,

We would like to thank you for this very good organisation of our Safari which started on the 23.8.16 in Arusha->Tarangire->Ngorongoro->Serengeti->Lake Manyara-
>Arusha.

Our driver/guide was Ricky David and he was very competent, very kind and helpful, very punctual, gave us lots of explanations and answered all of our questions. 
He’s very respectful towards the animals and knows how to approach them best without disturbing them.
We were very lucky to do this safari with Ricky and would like to come back to Tanzania soon.

07th September 2016, Luxembourg

Dear Leopard team,

The last two weeks of August 2016 we traveled through Northern Tanzania, on a Safari tour you had arranged for us on behalf of our agent in the Netherlands.
Now we are back home and have had some time to digest everything we have seen and experienced (although we are still remembering new details), we felt the wish 
to let you know in person what a great trip we had. We travelled through many of your country’s beautiful national parks. It was not a straightforward trip, not a trip 
‘from the shelf’ so to say. Everything was perfectly arranged: travel, lodges, food etc. Therefore we would like to send you a very big ‘Thank you’.

What made our trip truly unforgettable and – without any exaggeration ‘A once in a lifetime experience’ – is the driver/guide you had chosen to accompany us during 
our trip – Basil Thomas, he really added enormous value to our trip. Firstly, he is a great and serious driver. Furthermore, he has great and broad knowledge about your 
country’s wildlife, nature, geology, culture and history. In addition, it was really unbelievable how many animals and wildlife Basil has spotted for us with his eagle eyes. 
Above all Basil’s added value comes from his attitude. Basil put us as guests at the top of everything he arranged or did. Really nothing was too much trouble for him.
We have travelled quite a lot before, but we have never had a guide that put his/her guests so at the core of everything he did or arranged. That really asks for a 
big, big compliment and thank you! We are convinced that our trip would have not been the same without Basil. Therefore, we would like to ask you to convey our 
thankfulness to him!

15th September 2016, The Netherlands

Dear Sir or Madam,

We would like to thank you for the extremely beautiful safari with your company. We enjoyed our stay in Tanzania from 28 June to 06 July 2016.
We thank especially our guide William Mariwa. He is a very competent, friendly and reliable guide. William speaks very good German and is very familiar with the 
animals and plants. He is a very good driver and we felt safe and very comfortable all time.

02nd August 2016, Germany

To the Managing Director

Dear Sir,

We have just completed a safari with Victor Kombe and we would like to congratulate you on employing such a competent guide. During the 8 days he proved to be 
excellent in all aspects. He was a good driver and was considerate and polite to his clients at all times. He was amazing at locating various animals often by following 
tracks in the sand. His knowledge of geography, geology, biology and anthropology was phenomenal. He could answer any question we asked. He is a very intelligent 
person who is an outstanding ambassador for Leopard. We would have no hesitation in recommending him to our travelling friends.
Please convey our sincere thanks to Victor for making our Safari so memorable.

27th July 2016, United Kingdom

Testimonials
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PASSPORTS & VISAS
• All visitors to Tanzania require a return or onward ticket and a valid passport with an entry or re-entry visa, duly 
endorsed
• The passport must have 6 months validity from the date of entry in to Tanzania and at least one clear page
• Visas can be obtained from any Tanzania Diplomatic Mission or Consulate abroad, and at main entry points including 
international airports, seaports and border posts. Visitors from most countries require a visa for entry into Tanzania 
and most of them can purchase it at the point of entry. It is a quick and simple process that involves filling out a visa 
form and getting a picture taken with a digital camera at the visa desk
• Visas are not required for some specified commonwealth countries
• For more information visit: www.immigration.go.tz

HEALTH
• Malaria being the main concern, all visitors must take preventative measures of their itinerary. Visitors are advised 
to take anti-malaria tablets, make use of mosquito nets and insect sprays where provided
• It is strongly recommended that you cover up in the evening, use insect repellent and sleep under a net or burn a 
coil to reduce the risk of bites
• Visitors originating from or transiting at least 12 hours through countries endemic with yellow fever will need a valid 
vaccination certificate
• Health insurance through your travel agent or any other valid means is recommended.
• All our Signature safari vehicles carry first aid kits

We enroll all our clients as temporary members of the Flying Doctor Society. In the unlikely event that an emergency 
should arise, we are able to call up one of their aircraft for evacuation from the nearest airstrip. Members are entitled 
to one free aero-medical evacuation to a hospital of their choice within Nairobi.

FLYING TO TANZANIA
• There are three international airports
• Kilimanjaro International Airport (KIA) is situated in the north of the country near Arusha. It
is well placed as a springboard for safaris within the Serengeti and the northern parks
• Dar es Salaam is used by many international airlines and is convenient for those exploring
the southern safari circuit
• Some international flights land in Zanzibar
• Some of the airlines flying in to Tanzania are: KLM, Qatar Airways, Emirates, Ethiopian
Airlines, Turkish Airways, Kenya Airways, Swiss Air, Condor, and Oman Air

LANGUAGE
• Swahili is our official language although Tanzania is a multilingual country
• English is Tanzania’s second official language and most people you interact with will be able
to speak and understand it
• You may find it useful to buy a Swahili - English phrase book on arrival. Your safari driver
will be more than happy to help you learn some useful expressions in Swahili

TIME
• Tanzania has one time zone: Local time is GMT +3 and daylight savings time is not used

ELECTRICITY
• The electricity supply in Tanzania is based on English standards, meaning it is (usually) supplied at 220 - 240Volts, 
50Hz
• Wall sockets used are the rectangular 3 pin fused plug (UK-type)
• It is recommended that you will charge your electronic devices. It is handy to carry your own
travel adaptor

Our Signature vehicles are equipped with sockets, which are available to you for your charging needs.

CURRENCY & MONEY
• The unit of currency is the Tanzanian shilling (Tshs), which is divided into 100 cents. Visitors can bring with them 
any amount of foreign currency
• It is against the law to import or export Tanzania currency. Foreign currency in cash or travellers cheques may be 
exchanged at the commercial banks or at the bureau de change, which operates at the international airports, in major 
towns and border posts
• It is important to note that due to the number of fraudulent notes in circulation, no US dollar bills printed before 
2003 will be accepted in Tanzania
• ATM machines can be found in all major towns in Tanzania. Your cards might have a cash withdrawal limit per day 
or per week (ask you bank before leaving). Money is withdrawn in local Tanzanian shillings
• Credit cards are not widely used for payment in Tanzania, although, some hotels/curio shops accept credit cards. 
There is usually an added surcharge of between 5 -15%

CUSTOMS
• Personal effects including binoculars, cameras and film equipment may be imported (temporarily) free of duty
• A custom bond may be demanded from visitors bringing in professional video/filming equipment, radios, tape 
recorders and musical instruments to ensure the goods are re- exported
• Firearms require a special permit that should be obtained in advance
• Visitors buying local handicrafts must keep cash sale receipts and ownership certificates for
wildlife trophies for presentation to customs officials on departure

LUGGAGE
• Our Signature Safari vehicles has plenty luggage storing space
• If your safari includes internal flights to and between the national parks, you will be flying in
small aircrafts with limited space and weight allowance for luggage. It is therefore
recommended to travel light
• Your baggage weight restriction on most internal safari flights within Tanzania is 15kg per
passenger. If your bag exceeds this limit, you will be charged an additional fee for excess baggage

We have arranged a special luggage allowance of 20kg for all our Signature guests, making it easier for them to carry 
camera equipment and travel more comfortably without leaving behind any essential items.

CLOTHING
• It is advisable to carry light tropical clothing. Khaki wear, cotton slacks, shirts, shorts and skirts are a good choice. 
Warm clothing is required in the higher altitude areas like Ngorongoro Crater, Mount Kilimanjaro and Arusha, 
especially in the evenings and early mornings
• It is advisable to avoid white and dark colours, as they tend to attract certain bugs
• Comfortable walking shoes are recommended on safari and guests are advised to carry insect repellents

CLIMATE
• Tanzania has a pleasant tropical climate but there are large regional climatic variations across the country, influenced 
most significantly by elevation. The climate divides the country into four main climatic zones notably: the hot humid 
coastal belt; the semi-arid zone of the central plateau; the high-moist lake regions; and the temperate highland areas. 
In the highlands, temperatures range between 10oc and 20oc during cold and hot seasons respectively
• The rest of the country has temperatures usually not falling lower than 20oc. The hottest period spreads between 
October and February (25oc - 30oc) whereas the coldest period is often between May and August (15oc - 25oc)
• The climate in Zanzibar, Pemba and Mafia is tropical and humid. The average maximum temperature is about 30°C 
recorded during the hot season November to March, while average minimum temperature is 21oC, recorded during 
the cool season of June to September. It is warm throughout the year
• There are roughly two rain seasons in Tanzania, the long rains from mid March to May (green season) and the short 
rains from November to January

JANUARY
Weather
January is warm/sunny with short showers.
Game viewing
It is one of the best times for game viewing in all wildlife parks in Tanzania, especially migratory animals in their vast 
numbers (wildebeest, zebras, gazelles) and predators around Ndutu in southeastern Serengeti plains. Ndutu area, in 
the Ngorongoro southeastern Serengeti plains, is the main holding ground for migratory animals in their hundreds of 
thousands, lingering for more than four months, between December and April, before they start moving across the 
Serengeti in search of greener pastures and water.
Birding
All game parks offer excellent bird watching in January. Many species including Eurasian migrants are present from 
October to April.
Kilimanjaro climbing
January is one of the best months for climbing Mount Kilimanjaro. January and February are usually dry, warm and 
clear with brief rain-showers, which make good climbing conditions.
Beach Holiday
Good weather for a beach holiday. September to March are the best months for big game fishing (marlin, barracuda, 
sailfish, tuna) in the islands of Mafia, Zanzibar and Pemba.
Space availability
January (through to February) is one of the busiest tourist seasons in northern Tanzania game parks. It is 
recommended that you book in advance to secure good accommodation. In southern and western Tanzania, it is the 
low season in the game parks, and shoulder season in Zanzibar except the first week of January (New Year overflow), 
which is peak.

FEBRUARY
Weather
February is warm / sunny with short showers which don’t last long.
Game viewing
This is the calving season for the wildebeest. Many calves are born every morning in the Serengeti plains. It is the 
glut season and the time for predators and scavengers such as lions, cheetahs, jackals, birds of prey, and hyenas to 
closely watch the unfolding drama. Calves can stand within 7 minutes on average. After two days the calves are hard 
to catch.
Birding
All game parks offer excellent bird watching in February. Many species including Eurasian migrants are present from 
October to April.
Kilimanjaro climbing
February is one of the best months for climbing Mount Kilimanjaro. Like January it is usually dry, warm and clear with 
brief rain-showers, which make good climbing conditions.
Beach Holiday
Good weather for a beach holiday. September to March are the best months for big game fishing (marlin, barracuda, 
sailfish, tuna) in the islands of Mafia, Zanzibar and Pemba.
Space availability
February is one of the busiest tourist seasons in northern Tanzania game parks. It is recommended that you book in 
advance to secure good accommodation. In southern and western Tanzania, it is the low season in the game parks, 
and shoulder season in Zanzibar except the first week of January (New year overflow), which is peak.

MARCH
Weather
March is generally warm/sunny with long rains starting from the second half of the month. The rains do not last long 
during the day and game drives in the north are conducted normally.
Game viewing
It is a great time for game viewing in northern Tanzania game parks and one of the best times for viewing migratory 
animals and predators around Ndutu in southeastern Serengeti plains extending into Ngorongoro. The vegetation 
is lush and green attracting hundreds of thousands of wildebeest, zebras and gazelles with a high population of 
predators in pursuit. Most tented camps and airstrips in Selous Game Reserve and the National Parks of Katavi, 
Ruaha, Gombe and Mahale in the southern and western Tanzania are closed from mid March due to the rains.
Birding
All game parks offer excellent bird watching in March. Many species including Eurasian migrants are present from 
October to April.
Kilimanjaro climbing
Although one can climb throughout the year, March is not always one of the best months for climbing Mount 
Kilimanjaro, as the rainy season makes it misty. Clouds tend to pile up and over the summit dropping snow on top 
and rain at the base. The temperature at this time of year is relatively warm.
Beach Holiday
It is still sunny for a beach holiday especially during the first half of the month. There is an average of 8 rainy days. 
March is good for big game fishing (marlin, barracuda, sailfish, tuna) in the islands of Mafia, Zanzibar and Pemba.
Space availability
This is one of the best months for group travel in northern Tanzania and Zanzibar (including incentive groups) as the 
tourist traffic is low and accommodation space is available especially after the first half of March.
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APRIL
Weather
This is the wet season but it seldom rains all day. The rains do not last long during the day and game drives are 
conducted normally in northern Tanzania game parks where the tracks are passable throughout the year.
Game viewing
This is the famous green season in northern Tanzania game parks with plenty of water and pasture for wildlife. It is 
one of the best times for viewing migratory animals and predators in Ndutu, southeastern Serengeti and in the central 
Serengeti area. During this time, the lodges in northern Tanzania offer up to 50% discount to visitors in the game 
parks. It is the best value for money. It does not rain most of the day and game drives are not affected. The Serengeti 
plains are lush and attract many wildebeest, zebras and gazelles with a high population of predators.
Airstrips and most tented camps in Selous Game Reserve and the National Parks of Katavi, Ruaha, Gombe and 
Mahale in the southern and western Tanzania are temporarily closed in April due to rains and renovation.
Birding
All game parks offer excellent bird watching in April. Many species including Eurasian migrants are present from 
October to April.
Kilimanjaro climbing
Although one can climb throughout the year, April is not the best time for climbing Mount Kilimanjaro due to the 
rains.
Beach Holiday
We have an average of 11 days of rain and most beach resorts offer specially reduced/discounted prices during this 
season. A few resorts remain closed mainly for renovation and staff holidays. 
Space availability
This is the best time for group travel in northern Tanzania (including incentive groups) as the tourist traffic is low and 
accommodation space is available.

MAY
Weather
This is the beginning of the cool season with rains getting lighter towards the end of the month, marking the 
beginning of the dry season. Game drives are little affected by the light rains although most tented camps in western 
and southern Tanzania game parks remain closed probably for renovation and staff-leave.
Game viewing
It is very green all over Tanzania and the scenery is awash with blooming wild flowers. There is plenty of water and 
pasture for wildlife and it is the best time for viewing migratory animals and predators in the central and western 
Serengeti areas. During this time, the lodges in northern Tanzania offer up to 50% discount to visitors in the game 
parks. It is the best value for money. The rains are lighter especially towards the end of the month and game drives 
are little affected. Towards the end of the month as the rains give way to drought the migratory animals, especially the 
wildebeest and zebras, start fanning out from central Serengeti heading southwest, north or west in search of water 
and greener pastures. Airstrips and most tented camps in Selous Game Reserve and the national parks Katavi, Ruaha, 
Gombe and Mahale in the southern and western Tanzania remain temporarily closed due to rains and for renovation.
Birding
All the game parks offer excellent bird watching in May with many species of colourful birds commonly seen during 
this season.
Kilimanjaro climbing
Although one can climb throughout the year, May is not the best time for climbing Mount Kilimanjaro due to rains.
Beach Holiday
We have an average of 10 days of rain and most beach resorts offer great prices during this season. Some resorts 
remain closed mainly for renovation and staff holiday.
Space availability
This is the best time for group travel in northern Tanzania (including incentive groups) as the tourist traffic is low and 
accommodation space is available.

JUNE
Weather
This is the beginning of the dry season and temperatures are cool in the highlands and the plateaus in the mainland. 
At the beginning of June to the end of August, visitors to Ngorongoro and the highlands in southern and northeastern 
Tanzania are advised to pack warm clothing as it can get cold in the evening and early morning.
Game viewing
This is the end of the rain season but the scenery is beautiful, with blooming wild flowers and a mixture of green 
vegetation and golden plains. It is the best time for viewing migratory animals and predators in the central and 
western Serengeti areas as the animals, especially the wildebeest and zebras in long lines head north or west in search 
of water and greener pastures. Visit to the western corridor are recommended to witness the dramatic Grumeti River 
crossings. According to the Serengeti National Park official guide “Lines and columns of wildebeest up to 40 km long 
have been observed (from the air) heading southwest, north or west as the wildebeest trek to the woodland zone”. 
The migration lingers in the western corridor towards the Lake Victoria area in western Serengeti between June and 
July before moving on to northern Serengeti and Mara River.
This is one of the best months for game viewing in Tarangire National Park. The Tarangire River, which provides 
permanent water to the park, attracts the highest concentration of wildlife second to Ngorongoro. The park holds 
one of the highest concentrations of elephants in Tanzania. This period stretches from June to October and it is the 
best season for game viewing in Tarangire.
Tented camps and airstrips in Selous Game Reserve and the National Parks of Katavi, Ruaha, Gombe and Mahale in 
the southern and western Tanzania are now open and visitors are treated to excellent game viewing opportunities. 
The best time for game viewing in the southern and western game parks is during the dry season, from end of May 
to December.

Ruaha River, which provides permanent water to Ruaha National Park, attracts a spectacular concentration of animals 
including predators along its banks. This unspoilt wilderness is rich in flora and fauna, and contains a wide variety of 
animals that includes the greater and lesser kudu, roan and sable antelopes, which are rarely seen in other game parks 
especially in Northern Tanzania. Ruaha National Park is famous for its herds of elephants and buffalos. The Ruaha 
River, which plays an important role in the ecosystem of the park, provides sanctuary to a large number of hippos 
and crocodiles. During the dry season the river attracts great quantities of game including lions, leopards, hunting or 
wild dogs, impala, waterbucks, warthogs, giraffe, and elands.
The dry season starting from late May to October is the best time for forest walks and chimpanzee tracking in 
Mahale and Gombe national parks in western Tanzania. Chimpanzees in Gombe do not roam as far in the wet season 
(February to June, November to December) and may be easier to find, although the dry season offer better picture 
opportunities.
Birding
All the game parks offer excellent bird watching in June with many species of colourful birds commonly seen during 
this season.
Kilimanjaro climbing
The dry season, beginning in June can be very cold at night, but is usually clear of clouds. June like July and August 
are good for climbing.
Beach Holiday
It is the beginning of the dry season and beach resorts are open, temperatures are not too high.
Space availability
This is the beginning of the peak tourist season and accommodation space both in the game parks and the islands of 
Zanzibar and Mafia is best secured in advance.

JULY
Weather
This is the dry season and temperatures are cool in the highlands and the plateaus in the mainland. Visitors to 
Ngorongoro and the highlands in southern and northeastern Tanzania are advised to pack warm clothing as it can 
get a quite cold in the evenings and early mornings.
Game viewing
It is the dry season and the plains are golden in colour. This is the best time for visiting northwestern and northern 
Serengeti for viewing the migration. The wildebeest and zebras from western Serengeti are heading northwards 
towards the Mara River in search of water and greener pastures.
The riverine habitats from Grumeti/Mara river systems and the evergreen forest provide important refuge areas for 
wildlife during the dry season and great game viewing opportunities all year round. Seronera valley and the Seronera 
River in central Serengeti forms an important part of the tour planner’s itinerary in Serengeti. Seronera valley boasts 
the highest number of predators in the entire park and is a prime game viewing area. It has a high concentration of 
wildlife due to surface water provided by the rivers including Seronera River.
Tented camps and airstrips in Selous Game Reserve and the National Parks of Katavi, Ruaha, Gombe and Mahale in 
the southern and western Tanzania are now open and visitors are treated to excellent game viewing opportunities. 
The best time for game viewing in the southern and western game parks is during the dry season. Ruaha River, 
which provides permanent water in Ruaha National Park, attracts a spectacular concentration of animals including 
predators along its banks.
Birding
All game parks offer excellent bird watching of resident species.
Kilimanjaro climbing
This is the dry season. It can get very cold at night but usually is clear of clouds. July is a good month for climbing.
Beach Holiday
This is the peak season for beach holidays as it is dry and sunny. Temperatures are not too high, just agreeable. 
The Zanzibar International Film Festival (ZIFF) is the highlight of Zanzibar’s artistic and cultural calendar, drawing 
participants and visitors to Zanzibar from around the world. Held every year in the first two weeks of July, the event 
features films from Africa and beyond.
The festival celebrates and promotes the arts and cultures of the African continent, the Gulf States, Iran, India, 
Pakistan and the islands of the Indian Ocean collectively known as the Dhow countries that grew as a result of the 
Indian Ocean trade and the wooden sailing dhow. The Festival of the Dhow countries is Tanzania’s major annual 
cultural event and one of the key festivals in Sub- Saharan Africa. The main venue is the open-air theatre at the Old 
Fort but events take place at various other areas across the island.
Mwaka Kogwa, which is also celebrated in July in Zanzibar, is a four-day festival marking the arrival of the Shiraz New 
Year. The origins of this festival are Zoroastrian, a Persian religion. Although celebrated in many parts of Zanzibar, 
it is in Makunduchi in southern Zanzibar that it is most celebrated. It involves huge bonfires, mock fights between 
men with banana stems (in place of the sticks that were formerly used) and much playful banter between the sexes.
Space availability
July (and August) is the peak tourist season in all visitor destinations in Tanzania including game parks and the islands 
of Zanzibar, Mafia and Pemba. It is recommended to place bookings in advance to secure accommodation space.

AUGUST
Weather
This is the dry season and temperatures are cool in the highlands and the plateaus in the mainland. Visitors to 
Ngorongoro and the highlands in southern and northeastern Tanzania are advised to pack warm clothing as it can 
get a bit chilly in the evening and early morning.
Game viewing
The plains are golden in colour and migratory animals, especially the wildebeest and zebras, are in northern Serengeti 
around Mara River crossing over to Masai Mara in Kenya in search of water and greener pastures. This is the best time 
for visiting northern Serengeti for viewing the migration.
Central Serengeti offers the best game viewing opportunities all year round with a high concentration of wildlife 
including predators due to surface water provided by the rivers including Seronera River.
August falls within the best time of the year for game viewing in Tarangire National Park, stretching from June to 
October. The Tarangire River, which provides permanent water to the park, attracts the highest concentration of 
wildlife second to Ngorongoro. August is one of the best months for game viewing in the southern and western game 
parks, as it is the peak season.
Ruaha River, which provides permanent water in Ruaha National Park attracts a spectacular concentration of animals 
including predators along its banks.
Birding
All the game parks offer excellent bird watching of resident species.
Kilimanjaro climbing
August (and September) is cool the days are clear, but, a dripping cloud belt girdles the mountain above the forest 
and moorland. The summit can be totally clear and the successful climber looks down on a vast sea of clouds with 
distant mountain peaks like Mount Meru prominently visible. August like July is good for climbing.
Beach Holiday
This is the peak season for beach holidays, it is dry and sunny and temperatures are not too high, just agreeable.
Space availability
August (and July) is the peak tourist season for all visitor destinations in Tanzania including game parks and the 
islands of Zanzibar, Mafia and Pemba. It is recommended to place bookings in advance to secure accommodation 
space.

SEPTEMBER
Weather
It is the dry season and temperatures are high except in the highlands in southern and northeastern Tanzania, where 
it is relatively cool and pleasant due to altitude.
Game viewing
It is ‘spring’ in Tanzania and the bushes and trees are blossoming. The plains are golden in colour and migratory 
animals in Serengeti, especially the wildebeest and zebras, are around Mara River and most have crossed over to Masai 
Mara in Kenya in search of water and greener pastures. All the game parks offer great game viewing opportunities, 
with high concentrations of wildlife including predators along river systems, which provide surface water.
Tarangire National Park is at its best in September, with a lot of game along Tarangire River. This is one of the best 
times for game viewing in the southern and western game parks. Ruaha River,
which provides permanent water in Ruaha National Park, attracts a spectacular concentration of animals including 
predators around its banks.
Birding
All the game parks offer excellent bird watching of resident species.
Kilimanjaro climbing
September (as with January and February) is the best month for climbing though one can climb throughout the year. 
September like August is cool and has completely clear days, with a cloud belt running around the mountain above 
the forest and moorland. The summit can be totally clear and the successful climber looks down on a vast sea of 
clouds with distant mountain peaks poking through like islands.
Beach Holiday
It is dry and sunny, temperatures are agreeable for beach holidays. It is one of the best months (September to March) 
for big game fishing (marlin, barracuda, sailfish, tuna) in the islands of Mafia, Zanzibar and Pemba.
Space availability
September (and October) falls in the shoulder tourist season in northern Tanzania game parks and the islands of 
Zanzibar and Mafia, but it is peak season in southern and western Tanzanian game parks. It is recommended to book 
in advance to secure accommodation space.
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OCTOBER
Weather
It is the dry season and temperatures are high except in the highlands in southern and northeastern Tanzania where 
it is relatively cool and pleasant due to altitude.
Game viewing
The plains are dry and migratory animals, especially the wildebeest and zebras, are around Mara River and most 
have crossed over to Masai Mara in Kenya in search of water and greener pastures. Central Serengeti offers the best 
game viewing opportunities year round with a high concentration of wildlife including predators due to surface water 
provided by the rivers including Seronera River. Tarangire National Park is still at its best with lots of game along 
Tarangire River, just before the short rains start in November. This is one of the best times for game viewing in the 
southern and western game parks. Ruaha River, which provides permanent water to Ruaha National Park, attracts a 
spectacular concentration of animals including predators along its banks.
Birding
All the game parks offer excellent birding of resident species, with Eurasian migrants starting to arrive.
Kilimanjaro climbing
The short rain period in October to December often has thunderstorms that pass over the mountain dropping rain as 
they go. The period is relatively good for climbing. Typically, the clouds disappear in the evening leaving the nights 
and mornings clear with excellent visibility.
Beach Holiday
It is generally dry and sunny with occasional showers (short rains), temperatures are agreeable for beach holidays. It 
is one of the best months (September to March) for big game fishing (marlin, barracuda, sailfish, tuna) in the islands 
of Mafia, Zanzibar and Pemba.
Space availability
October falls in the shoulder tourist season in northern Tanzanian game parks and the islands of Zanzibar and Mafia, 
but it is peak season in southern and western Tanzania game parks. It is recommended to book in advance to secure 
accommodation space.

NOVEMBER 
Weather
This is the beginning of the short rain season. Temperatures are still high except in the highlands in southern and 
northeastern Tanzania where it is relatively cool and pleasant.
Game viewing
The wildebeest and zebras are crossing over from Masai Mara in Kenya streaming back to northern Tanzania through 
Lobo and the Loliondo game controlled area heading towards Ndutu in the southeastern Serengeti plains for fresh 
pasture after the short rains. The migration cycle is complete. The migratory animals in Tarangire are moving out of 
the National Park to the Masai steppes following the short rains. A lot of the game can still be seen in the national park 
including resident animals. This is one of the best times for game viewing in the southern and western game parks.
Birding
All the game parks offer excellent birding of resident species. Many species can be seen including Eurasian migrants.
Kilimanjaro climbing
August (and September) is cool the days are clear, but, a dripping cloud belt girdles the mountain above the forest 
and moorland. The summit can be totally clear and the successful climber looks down on a vast sea of clouds 
with distant mountain peaks like Mount Meru prominently visible. August like July is good for climbing. The short 
rain period in October to December often has thunderstorms that pass over the mountain dropping rain as they 
go. Typically, the clouds disappear in the evening leaving the nights and mornings clear with excellent visibility. 
November, like December is a relatively good time for climbing.
Beach Holiday
The short rains have started but it is generally sunny with an average of 9 days of rain characterised by occasional 
showers hardly interrupting beach holidays. It is one of the best months (September to March) for big game fishing 
(marlin, barracuda, sailfish, tuna) in the islands of Mafia, Zanzibar and Pemba.
Space availability
This is the best time for group travel (including incentive groups) as the tourist traffic is low and accommodation 
space is available up to the first half of December.

DECEMBER
Weather
This is the beginning of the short rain season. Temperatures are high except in the highlands in southern and 
northeastern Tanzania where it is relatively cool and pleasant.
Game viewing
The wildebeest and zebras are in Ndutu in the southeastern Serengeti plains for fresh pasture after the short rains. 
The migration cycle is complete. December is one of the busiest times of the year after the second half as we 
approach Christmas and New Year. It is a fantastic time for game viewing in the whole of Tanzania.
Birding
All the game parks offer excellent birding of resident species. Many species can be seen including Eurasian migrants.
Kilimanjaro climbing
The short rain period extending to December often has thunderstorms that pass over the mountain dropping rain as 
they go. Typically, the clouds disappear in the evening leaving the nights and mornings clear with excellent visibility. 
December is a relatively good time for climbing.
Beach Holiday
The short rains have started but it is generally sunny with an average of 8 days of rain characterised by occasional 
showers, hardly interrupting beach holidays. It is one of the best months (September to March) for big game fishing 
(marlin, barracuda, sailfish, tuna) in the islands of Mafia, Zanzibar and Pemba.
Space availability
The last two weeks towards Christmas is peak tourist season in all visitor destinations in Tanzania, including 
game parks and the islands of Zanzibar and Mafia. It is recommended to place bookings in advance to secure 
accommodation space.
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Since its inception more than 30 years ago, Leopard Tours has been at the centre of sharing their profits generated from our tour operations in 
Tanzania. We believe we have an obligation to contribute positively to the wellbeing of the Tanzanian community. Over the years, our support for 
the local community has been directed towards healthcare, education, providing clean drinking water and encouraging good influence on the 

environment.

Healthcare
Leopard Tours has been involved in building a dispensary in Moshi, which is a town based at the foot of Mount Kilimanjaro about 80 kilometres from 
Arusha town. The dispensary is well equipped for all in need of medical services. For those who are unable to pay for medical expenses, Leopard 

Tours settles the costs. This arrangement helps the less fortunate gain access to medical services that would otherwise be unaffordable.
In addition to this, Leopard Tours networks and liaises with many charitable organisations and hospitals in the country. Services include assisting 
individuals who cannot afford medical treatments such as heart diseases both in Tanzania and overseas. This sometimes means sending patients 

across to India for surgery and paying for their travel, treatment and accommodation.

Education
Leopard Tours is supporting orphanages and individual orphans in Tanzania by providing an education. We have a separate fund dedicated to this 

sector. We support a number of students both male and female by paying their school fees and seeing them through to university education.

Environment
Leopard Tours is highly committed in increasing the number of trees within Arusha and have been involved in a tree planting initiative for which we 

been awarded a recognition by the municipality. This is to encourage a green policy within our country.

L e o pa r d  T o u r s  F o u n d at i o n
Building on our past community projects and as a way of commemorating 30 years since the founding of Leopard Tours Ltd, we have gone a 
step further and launched Leopard Tours Foundation in July 2015 to help us coordinate our philanthropic commitments. This is an independent 

organisation run by a board of trustees.

Leopard Tours Foundation has since overseen several projects in different parts of Tanzania. Among the projects that have been completed are the 
boreholes in Malindi, Kilwa and Kigoma for supplying clean drinking water and the donation of desks for primary schools. The foundation is currently 

renovating the laboratory for HIV tests at the regional Mount Meru Hospital in Arusha.

Leopard Tours And The Tanzanian Community
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There are no strangers here... only friends you have not yet met.
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