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T

he largest of the five East African
countries, the United Republic of
Tanzania is practically surrounded by
water with Lakes Victoria and Tanganyika
to the north and west, Lake Nyasa in the south
and the whole of its 1424 kilometres long eastern
border and the islands of Zanzibar being lapped
by the Indian Ocean.
Located just south of the Equator, Tanzania enjoys
a tropical climate constantly warm throughout the
year, humid at the coast, fresh and bracing in
the highlands, and tempered by breezes on the
islands. Twice yearly rainy seasons bring the vital
green seasons to the bush and help to maintain
the abundant wildlife and big game for which
Tanzania is justly world famous.
With over a quarter of its total area of 945,087
square kilometres set aside for game parks
and reserves, Tanzania boasts some of the
finest wildlife sanctuaries in the world, including
the World Heritage Sites of Serengeti National
Park, the Ngorongoro Crater, and Selous Game
Reserve / Nyerere National Park. Alongside
these famous sites are Mount Kilimanjaro,
Tarangire, Lake Manyara, Mikumi, Ruaha and
Zanzibar Islands which have for long crowned
the Tanzania destination, readily appearing on
the itineraries of tour planners on the market
place. There are many other areas of stunning
beauty like the game parks of Katavi, Mahale
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Mountains, Gombe Stream, Mkomazi, Rubondo,
Saadani, Udzungwa Mountains, and Kitulo or
the historical sites of Kilwa in southern Tanzania,
which are now coming on to the scene but rarely
featured in safari itineraries in the past. This is
simply because the infrastructure and facilities in
those areas were not as developed and Tanzania
has many such pristine nature reserves yet to be
explored for nature recreation including the newly
gazetted National Parks of Burigi-Chato, IbandaKyerwa, Rumanyika-Karagwe, Ugalla River and
Kigosi all in north-western Tanzania.
Tanzania is a mélange of different cultures,
emanating from the interaction of the many tribes
within its borders, as well as the early visitors on
the East African coast with the local population.
These include the native Bushmen who inhabited
the Great Rift Valley with their intriguing rock
paintings around Kondoa Irangi, the NiloHamites, the Cushites and the Bantu tribes; the
early traders from China, Malaysia, the Indian
sub-continent, the Arabian Peninsular and the
Persian Gulf; the Portuguese explorers, and more
recently the Germans and the British.
There are more than 120 tribes in Tanzania,
boasting a rich and diverse cultural heritage.
Kiswahili is the national language spoken by
all tribes in Tanzania, and used widely in other
eastern and central African countries.
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About Leopard Tours
As I look ahead, I am excited about the progress of tourism in Tanzania and the future for Leopard Tours. The
facilities available to our visitors to Tanzania continue to improve. With this, we are able to provide a better
African Experience. As a native Tanzanian, I am committed to promote Tanzania as one of the world’s leading
tourist destinations. As the Managing Director of Leopard Tours, I am also committed to make sure that every
safari participant has an outstanding trip with Leopard Tours.

Z. H. Fazal
Managing Director
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Best Tour Operator Overall Winner
TANAPA Tourism Awards 2022

About Leopard Tours
LEOPARD TOURS was established in 1985, as a family business, and like most small businesses had
a fine reputation for personalised service. Today, Leopard Tours is rated as one of the leading tour
operators in Tanzania, receiving thousands of visitors a year but our motivation is exactly the same to
treat all visitors as our personal guests. We have invested substantially to maintain the efficiency and
the personalised service that has been our foundation and is now the Leopard Tours tradition and
trademark. We focused our attention on training and upgrading the personnel, opening offices in key
tourist centres, expanding and modernising our workshop facilities, increasing the quantity and quality
of our vehicles, and installing the necessary equipment for smooth communication with the outside
world and linking our operations countrywide.

OFFICE NETWORK
Everything in the Leopard Tours organization is designed, not only to maintain the highest standards
of operating efficiency and customer care, but also to build upon our achievements in our efforts to
be the very best Destination Management Company in Tanzania. From our modern purpose built
administration offices and vehicle maintenance centres in Arusha headquarters and Dar es Salaam
branch office to our on safari base at Ngorongoro, everything has been planned to improve and
enhance our services to the customer. It is an elaborate plan to ensure that our clients are personally
taken care of by our own staff using Leopard Tours preferred equipment. All three offices are fully
equipped with state-of-the-art communication facilities, including base HF radio station networks to link
our operations and vehicles on safari all over Tanzania. In Zanzibar we have our own customer service
and operations staff based there to ensure our guests enjoy the Leopard Tours personal attention. We
are also maintaining offices at Kilimanjaro International Airport and Julius Nyerere International Airport
Dar es Salaam to assist all our arriving and departing guests.

GROUND TRANSPORTATION
We believe in value for money. Every guest would like to have the most reliable and comfortable vehicles
on safari. In response to the clients’ needs, we have a very strict vehicle replacement policy that ensures
a young fleet at all times. The well maintained fleet includes some 225 specially designed 4-wheel
drive (4WD) safari vehicles. This does away with the problem of sub-contracting vehicles and driverguides, which may compromise the quality of services. Our safari vehicles are specifically converted
for maximum space and comfort. All of them have hatched roof and sliding windows to facilitate good
viewing and convenient photography during game drives and sight seeing.
The 4-wheel drives are “all-weather” safari vehicles with reinforced suspensions, providing us with the
flexibility to operate in wilderness tracks, in a wide range of terrain and tropical weather conditions.
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Hand in hand with the growth of the fleet, Leopard Tours had to expand its workshop
facilities to ensure that the fleet’s performance is up to the required standard. We
have a large multipurpose workshop at the Head Office in Arusha, and a modern
garage which is housed in our Dar es Salaam branch office building to cater for
vehicles based there and those in transit. In addition, to ensure instant assistance
for vehicles on safari, we are operating a mobile garage in the northern Tanzania
safari circuit and an outpost office in Ngorongoro. . In line with our continued efforts
to ensure smooth and distress free services for all our clients, we are maintaining
a major web-based Fleet Management and Vehicle GPS / GPRS Tracking System
that will enable us track, monitor and manage our growing fleet anywhere within the
East African region and beyond. “These support services are essential for Leopard
Tours, as we have set high standards of services for ourselves which our guests
now expect and have to be maintained”

SIGNATURE BY LEOPARD TOURS
Signature by Leopard Tours is a product born of 30 years of experience
in operating memorable safari tours in Tanzania. Thirty years of continual
quest for excellence provided the direction and inspiration for designing the
Signature by Leopard Tours car, a product a level higher than the classic
safari vehicle. The focus was to offer a superior ride quality with a choice of
amenities on board the 4x4 safari vehicle for our clients.
The project is not totally new to many of us as it has been on the drawing
board since 2013, and our marketing team has been out there selling the
concept whenever they had the chance to. Today we are happy to propose
the finished Signature car to you and your clients, complete with features
listed below:
• Special suspension system to counteract the uneven safari tracks and
terrain in the game parks and maximise comfort when driving
• Picnic canvas shade with foldable tables and chairs
• The extended body to create a comfortable seating space for 4 passengers
(vehicle seating for 6 is available on request)
• Recliner seats x4 with lots of legroom and aisle space
• Wide sliding windows for viewing and photography
• A wide windcreen for guests in the passenger cabin to conveniently view
the sights in front
• A pop-up roof for 360 degrees viewing and photography both in the
passenger cabin and for the front seat next to the driver

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Air-conditioned cabins for passenger and driver-guide
Mini refrigerator
Sockets for charging electronic devices
Free Wi-Fi on board
Binoculars
Car tracking system
Radio Call
Spacious boot for luggage

SIGNATURE BY LEOPARD TOURS

CLASSIC SAFARI VEHICLE
Each car is equipped with:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Standard suspension system to counteract the uneven safari tracks
and terrain in the game parks.
An extended body to create comfortable seating space for 6-window
seats in the passenger cabin and 1 passenger seat next to the driverguide.
Wide sliding windows for game viewing/ sightseeing and
photography.
A pop-up roof for 360 degrees game viewing and photography both
in passenger cabin and front seat next to the driver-guide.
Air-conditioned cabins for both passengers and driver-guide.
Mini refrigerator.
Sockets for charging electronic devices.
Car tracking system.
Radio Call.
Wi-Fi and binoculars available at a supplement charge.

AIRPORT & CITY TRANSFER VEHICLES
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LANDCRUISER PRADO - LUXURY TRANSFER (4 SEATER)

MICROBUS (6 - 8 SEATER)

MINIBUS (18 SEATER)
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OUR TEAM

WORKSHOP STAFF

Our policy is to employ those with the potential to be the best, in terms of
performance and discipline. The driver-guides and couriers are all hand picked,
and are continually under training in clients’ safety, nature interpretation,
general knowledge, and foreign languages, including English, French, German,
Spanish, Italian, and Japanese. Leopard Tours is constantly investing in human
resource and product development, for we know it is in our interest as well as
our duty to ensure that all our guests go back home happy and satisfied with our
arrangements. Only this way would they be our good ambassadors to others and
come back to us again.

Working with Leopard Tours is more fun and challenge than anything else. We
work like a big team, divided into departments. When our colleagues wonder how
we ever manage to keep such a big fleet in top form, we feel rather flattered.
Maybe it is because of the working environment. We think we have better facilities,
which include fully equipped workshops in Arusha and Dar es Salaam, and the
Ngorongoro outpost, the centre of safari support and relief operations on the
Serengeti road. Work in the bush has now been made even easier for us by the
mobile garage in the northern Tanzania game parks. Our performance in the field
is legendary, and we think that is what makes the difference.

TRAINING FOR DRIVER-GUIDES

DRIVER-GUIDES

Training is an important component in our continued effort to refine our services.
Normally conducted during the low season months of March, April and May the
contents of the short courses are reviewed from year to year to cover as many areas
as possible in the broad tour guiding field. In the last two seaons we employed the
services of a lecturer from the College of African Wildlife Management, Mweka,
one of the leading wildlife schools in Africa, to conduct four-week courses running
from March to mid June for our driver-guides and tour leaders.
The courses aim to improve tour guides’ knowledge, skills, attitudes and
competencies neccesary for them to effectively and efficiently guide visitors and
interpret attraction and resources to enhance positive visitor experience.
To produce a well rounded and complete driver-guide the company also employed
the services of the Tanzania National Institute of Transportation to upgrade our
driver guidesin driving skills and passenger safety. The objective of the coursse
was to impart knowledge, skills and correct attitudes to enable participants to
provide quality passenger servies, handle vehicle more efficiently and effectively,
and observe safer driving.
The two-week intensive course was conducted in our workshop classrooms, and at
the end of the course the driver-guides had to pass a driving test conducted by the
Arusha city traffic police before being awarded with new licenses and certificates.
National Institute of Transport is the only such training institute in Sub-Saharan
excluding South Africa, mandated by the government of the United Republic of
Tanzania to offer training in transport and communications.
10
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We believe in two simple values: attentiveness and knowledge. We need them
in the bush, in cities, everywhere, whenever we are with guests. We know they
want to learn, to enjoy and to enjoy the short time they have in our country fully.
The volume of visitors we guide is quite big, but think of the fun and the lasting
friendship that more often than not is gained in the course of our duty.

DIRECTOR OF MAINTENANCE

G. H. Fazal
When our fleet was 5 minibuses big, we used to go
into every maintenance detail before a vehicle was
allowed to go on safari. We were new in the trade and
had a name to make. As a result of the commitment,
our small fleet became the talk of the trade. Robust,
reliable, comfortable, efficient, and so on... Since
1985, I still go over the same maintenance rigour to
make sure every nut and bolt is in the right place,
this time, using a higher level of staff and modern
maintenance facilities. The fleet now has grown to
over 225 vehicles, and the winning standard has to
be maintained in order to stay up there. We try not
to subcontract outside workshops to service our
vehicles as a way of controlling the quality. I am glad
we have the right team and equipment, work is made
much easier for everybody, including myself.

GROUP OPERATIONS MANAGER
Our mission is to ensure that the guest is happy with
our services and not inconvenienced in any way. The
emphasis is on personalised service, starting right
from the point of entry. The guest has to be received
with a meet & greet board, followed by briefing and
reconfirmation of the return or onward journey. On
safari, we are constantly in touch with the driverguide or the hotel/lodge the guest is staying in, just
to make sure all is in order. After the tour, the guest is
met again by the operations and field staff, debriefed
and seen off. I have a fine team under me. All are
well trained, most of them holding high qualifications
from some of the most reputable tourism training
institutes in the world.

TRANSPORT MANAGER
Scheduling a fleet of 225 busy vehicles is not a
small task. But there is no pressure here. Because,
first I have a young fleet, secondly the drivers are
well trained, thirdly communication in the bush is
possible at all times, and fourthly when I need some
relief service to replace a vehicle for example, it is
done instantly. Without such facilities, my work would
have been a nightmare.

MARKETING TEAM
It is exciting to be part of the growth of Leopard Tours. As a Marketing team, it is important for us that our
products continue to meet the ever changing demands of our customers. Each of our travelers completes an
evaluation at the end of their trip. We feel that each of these evaluations is an important lesson. They help us
understand our clients better to continue providing the services they enjoy.
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OPERATIONS STAFF
Given the amount of business we produce, we enjoy very good cooperation from the hoteliers and other suppliers, especially concerning reserving their services. This
gives us some useful leeway to sell, up to the last moment. We don’t close sales at Leopard Tours. Our team is under the able leadership of Sameer Mohammed, the
Director of Operations who has grown with the company and boasting a wealth of experience in the industry of more than 20 years.

MOBILE CAMPING MANAGER
“It was a most wonderful, wonderful experience…a most pleasant surprise…the
camp, the wildlife…a real Africa experience. Perfect…”
These are comments by one of the guests who did a one-week standard camping
safari with Leopard Tours in northern Tanzania. Credit should of course go to the
destination, Tanzania, land of extreme beauty, which provides the perfect setting
for an authentic camping safari adventure. Camping in the game parks offers a
product which is best described after it is consumed.
But one thing is certain; a camping safari gets you closer to nature, a truly rewarding
experience both during game drives and while at camp. It is an experience that
could leave a lifetime impression on a guest exploring the game parks in Tanzania.
We pick our camping crew carefully and train them well; they are efficient, friendly
and unobtrusive, focused on ensuring that guests enjoy their stay in Tanzania. Our
12

camp cooks, whom we consider key in a camping trip, take pride in catering for
our guests, spoiling them with fresh and delicious bush cuisines.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
It was impossible to continue working manually with the rate of growth of the company and the increase in the volume of business. The establishment of a full IT
Department was necessary. We have professional IT team to modernize our operations and communication systems to ensure efficiency. With this facility we are now able
to reply to enquires within 24 hours. Our reservations and pricing are fully computerised, and we are well equipped to produce our own marketing materials.

QUALITY CONTROL
My work diary is always full. The so-called low season, falling between April and June, is in fact the busiest time for the Quality Control office. During this time, we train and
upgrade the skills of our staff, especially the driver-guides and the operations team. We believe in training. It is only when you have a competent personnel that you can
rest assured of the quality of the service you have determined to provide to the guest. Besides training we request all our guests to give their evaluation of the services
that we extend to them and from their comments, which are all the time constructive and sometimes in the form of complaints, we endeavor to improve on our product
delivery. The guests’ feed back is an essential complement to our training efforts, bringing about a fully integrated dialogue which makes it possible for us to try to meet
their holiday needs while in Tanzania.
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Leopard Tours Branch Offices
LEOPARD TOURS, DAR ES SALAAM
We are running a fully-fledged tour operation here,
coordinating all Leopard Tours requirements in
this region, covering the game parks of Southern
Tanzania, the coastal belt, and the Islands of Mafia,
Zanzibar and Pemba. When this office was opened
in late 1990s, our clientele was wholly made up
of Arusha Head Office sales extending into this
area. We have now built up our own clientele both
internationally, and from the potentially expanding
domestic market in and around Dar es Salaam.
Leopard Tours Dar es Salaam is now one of the
leading tour companies in eastern and southern
Tanzania.

Dar es Salaam Branch Office is located in our
own office building on Nyerere Road, Plot No
63 Gerezani in the city centre. The multi storey
building accommodates the various branch office
departments, with a motor vehicle workshop and
parking bay on the ground floor.
In Southern Tanzania, we have a wonderful
assortment of game parks, described as much
more pristine by guests who happen to visit them.
The most prominent in the circuit is the Nyerere
National Park, formerly Selous Game Reserve, the
largest National Park in Tanzania. Others are Ruaha,
Mikumi, Kitulo and Udzungwa National Parks, each
boasting of some flora and fauna not easily found
in Northern Tanzania. Saadani National Park, to the
north of Dar es Salaam, is a popular destination in
the southern circuit offering a unique combination
of game viewing opportunities and beach holiday
in one location. The southern game parks are
considered as a new frontier for development of
specially exciting programs, offering small and
intimate tented camps, that brings guests closer to
nature while providing the comforts of a lodge or
hotel in Northern Tanzania reserves. We operate our
own fleet of specially designed tour vehicles, which
include minibuses and 4WD vehicles for safari
tours and city transfers. This makes it possible for
the company to safeguard and maintain the quality
and standard of ground services that we deliver
throughout the country.

LEOPARD TOURS, NGORONGORO
Ngorongoro outpost was opened soon after the
establishment of Leopard Tours in Arusha in
1985. This was essential because our operations
were centred mainly in northern Tanzania, with
Ngorongoro being half way between Arusha Head
Office and the furthest point in western and northern
Serengeti. We needed an outpost in the bush to
coordinate and monitor our operations along the
Arusha – Serengeti route, popularly known as the
Northern Safari Circuit.
We have positioned safari vehicles here as backup
for the Serengeti route. The outpost also doubles
as a service station, stocked with spare parts and
manned by competent mechanics. Our mobile
garage, which patrol the Serengeti route calls
regularly at our Ngorongoro base for spare part
requisition.

ZANZIBAR CUSTOMER SERVICE

Zanzibar is fast becoming one of the leading
holiday destinations in East Africa. A good number
of visitors doing a safari tour are choosing to include
Zanzibar and Pemba extensions in their itineraries.
Our sales for Zanzibar have been increasing and
we had to have our own operations and customer
service staff on the main island of Zanzibar to look
after our valued guests there. Our responsibility is
to coordinate all ground, air and sea transportation,
as well as guests’ accommodation and excursion
needs on the islands.

Incentives, Meetings & Conferences
“Eternal, enchanting, stunning, endless...” These are
some of the superlatives used to describe the natural
beauty of Tanzania. The largest of the East African
countries, Tanzania is considered one of Africa’s
showpieces of stability, displaying a unique climate
of peace and tranquility. Over the past few years,
we are witnessing a growing interest by incentive
organisers in Tanzania, as a destination. This is
probably a direct result of the increased awareness
and concern over nature conservation in the world.
Often rated as one of the most enchanting wildlife
destinations in Africa, Tanzania comes easily on to
the finger tips of the buyers of tour programmes
focused on nature observation and recreation. The
game parks are pure and the people are friendly.
Tanzania is undoubtedly the ultimate incentive
destination of the future for rendezvous with nature.
Tanzania also boasts of some of the finest beaches
on its 1424 - kilometre coastline, and around the
beautiful Islands of Zanzibar and Mafia.
The setting of the product is excellent, right from the
breathtaking game parks to the idyllic Islands on
the warm waters of the Indian Ocean. This natural
endowment is perfected by the rich cultural heritage
of over 120 tribes of Bantu, Bushmen, Nilotic and
Cushitic origins, and immigrants from far continents
of Asia and Europe, each with their own distinct
customs. The accommodation facilities are modern
and adequate, with those in the game parks built to
blend into the scenic natural landscapes.
Leopard Tours is one of the leading Destination
Management Companies (DMCs) in Tanzania with

the requisite expertise and equipment including
a fleet of specially designed motor vehicles with
comprehensive back-up facilities, for hosting a wide
range of events. Our many years of experience,
coupled with in-depth knowledge of the destination
and attention to details, invariably guarantee a
seamless on-site management of events – starting
from planning choice of venue, site inspection,
price negotiation with suppliers, actual operation of
events, to billing and after sales services. Our key
leverage include unrivalled buying power based on
volume of business we produce to suppliers, and
experienced professionals eager to innovate and
create to ensure excellent results and success. The
vision is to make Leopard Tours a natural choice in
Tanzania for MICE planners.
Typical incentive groups’ itineraries include a safari
tour in the game parks, with probably a few days
on the coast, or the “Spice Islands” of Zanzibar.
On to this, a few pleasant surprises are sprinkled
here and there like bush breakfasts, tribal dances,
pool side parties, theme evenings, and barbecues
on the beach or in the bush, to make the product
exciting and memorable. Leopard Tours’ Incentive
Department can take care of all the special details
required for a successful program including
arrangements for distribution of logo branded
items to ensure the company’s identity is prominent
throughout the event. We can also arrange guest
lecturers for your group as well as a broad range
of audio-visual equipment to facilitate meetings and
presentations.
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INCENTIVES - OPTIONS & ACTIVITES
Bush Breakfast - after an early morning game drive.
Bush Lunch / Barbecue - in the national park or game
reserve under a shade.
Tribal and traditional dances - to grace cocktails and
entertain diners.
African Night / Buffet - night of African dresses like
Khangas and Kanzus, local speciality menus accompanied
by colourful shows of traditional dancing around a crackling
log fire.
Coastal / Swahili Buffets - menus with freshly caught
seafood from the Indian Ocean or Swahili spicing and inland
tribal cuisine.
Local Village Visits - visits to native communities and
lectures on the local tribes.
Nightlife Entertainment - Complement your evening with
music by local bands and discotheques.
Hot Air Balloon Safaris - Departing early morning in the
Serengeti and Tarangire followed by the bush champagne
breakfast upon landing - a thrilling experience over the
wildlife and scenery.
Bird or Nature Walk - Accompanied by Maasai warriors and
local guides, you can walk through the acacia woodland in
the Ngorongoro Highlands or the Great Rift Valley. With their
sharp eyes, the warriors notice every movement and your
guides will point out the interesting landscape and many
special birds that live in this semi-arid area.
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Mobile Camping Safaris
It was a most wonderful, wonderful experience…a most pleasant surprise…the camp, the wildlife…a real Africa experience. Perfect…”
These are comments by one of our guests who did a one-week camping safari with Leopard Tours in northern Tanzania.
A camping safari tour in the game parks is an immersion into nature. The typical wildlife sounds at night, which may include a distant roar of a lion or the eerie “laughter”
of hyenas, is a constant reminder that you are in the wildlife kingdom where man is but a visitor. This combined with the game drives in specially designed 4×4 safari
vehicles in prime wildlife areas, gives a truly non-stop bush experience to the guest.
We pick our camping crew carefully and train them well; they are efficient, friendly and unobtrusive, focused on ensuring that guests enjoy their stay in Tanzania. Our camp
cooks, whom we consider key in a camping trip, take pride in catering for our guests, spoiling them with fresh and delicious bush cuisines.
When Leopard Tours first started operating camping safari tours in 1997, the plan was to keep it small in anticipation of start-up challenges usually associated with new
projects. Our first product was budget camping, modest and neat, in keeping with Leopard Tours tradition and commitment in delivering a thoroughly researched product.
We did Budget Camping for one year, very successfully, before moving on to a higher level of Standard Camping, in direct response to the market.

BUDGET CAMPING
Budget camping is the ideal way for those who like to “rough it”.
Accommodation is provided in a public campsite in a two-man tent
with folding safari beds, mattresses, pillows blankets and bed sheets.
The tents are spacious enough for two people and have a mesh on
each window to keep off insects.
The guests’ safari vehicle, invariably a 4-wheel drive (4×4), manned
by a driver-guide experienced in camping and accompanied by your
cook, tows a custom-built trailer carrying camping equipment and
provisions. All preparations for setting up the camp are made on arrival
at the campsite. The driver-guide and cook will pitch tents, cook and
do cleaning. The cook prepares three meals a day – breakfast, lunch,
and dinner (3-course) served on a foldable dining table with chairs.
The public campsites provide basic washroom facilities including
shared toilets and shower of reasonable hygienic standard for the
guests.
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STANDARD CAMPING
Standard Camping, our flagship camping product,
is a very popular product in the northern Tanzania
game parks. One of the most important features of this
product is staying in a private and exclusive campsite,
off the beaten track wilderness. The camping crew,
together with equipment and provisions, travels
separately in a support vehicle ahead of the guests,
so that when you arrive at the campsite everything is
prepared and waiting – tents up, meals cooking, and
hot water ready for a shower.
Accommodation is provided in spacious walk-in tents
with twin beds made of fine tropical wood, mattresses,
blankets, bed sheets & pillows, and two folding bedside
tables. Wash room facilities are set on the far end, inside
the guest tent, and include a hot water safari bucketshower and a chemical toilet. Each accommodation
tent has a hand washbasin, and a verandah with two
safari chairs and a safari table allowing you to relax
with a book, or just enjoy the different smells, sights
and sounds around you.
The mess tent is spacious and well ventilated, with
dining tables and chairs, cutlery, crockery, table cloth
and other amenities offered in a standard restaurant.
The camp serves three freshly cooked meals a day –
breakfast, and 3-course lunch and dinner. Evenings
at the campsite are invariably one of the highlights
of a game park program, with a crackling campfire
in a serene and quiet surrounding interrupted by
occasional distant calls of wildlife. The experience of
camping in an African bush, as pure as the Serengeti
for example, is so special and fulfilling.
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The Northern Tourist Circuit
ARUSHA TOWN
Arusha, the gateway to the world famous game parks of Serengeti, Ngorongoro, Tarangire and Lake Manyara, is one of the oldest towns in Tanzania. From a tiny German
garrison in 1900, Arusha has grown to become the tourist capital of Tanzania with a population of about 400,000 people.
At an altitude of 1390 metres above sea level (masl), spreading out on the lower slopes of Mount Meru (4565masl), Arusha enjoys a very agreeable climate throughout the
year. Positioned at the centre of Africa between the Cape and Cairo on the Great North Road, Arusha is the administrative seat of the East African Community made up
of Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, South Sudan and Democratic Republic of Congo.
Arusha offers an excellent opportunity for authentic souvenirs shopping, including the bold Makonde carvings, and the colourful Tinga Tinga paintings and batiks.
Tanzanite, the native gemstone of Arusha, and one of the most beautiful and exciting gems to come from Africa, is sold in all gemstone shops in town alongside other
locally mined stones like Ruby, Rhodolite and Tourmaline. Tanzanite was first discovered in 1967, some 40 kilometres to the southeast of Arusha at Mererani. To date
Mererani remains the only commercially viable source for Tanzanite in the world. Tanzanite was named after Tanzania.

Clock Tower - said to be the centre of Africa between the Cape and Cairo on the Great North Road

ARUSHA NATIONAL PARK
With an area of 552 sq km, Arusha National Park is one of the smaller and most
beautiful National Parks in Tanzania. Situated only 37 km from Arusha town, the
park is very popular for day trips. The Ngurdoto Crater, Momela Lakes, the highland
montane forest, and the rugged Mount Meru (4565 Metres Above Sea Level) are
the four distinctive features of the park. Mt. Kilimanjaro, towering at 5895 MASL to
the east, is visible on clear days from many locations in the park.
One of the unique attractions of the park is the opportunity to combine game
drives and a nature walk in the many places where visitors can leave their safari
vehicles and walk in the fresh air. The most common animals found in this park
are the Abyssinian black and white colobus monkeys, the velvet monkeys, the red
forest duikers, hippos, zebras, giraffes, buffaloes, bushbucks and sometimes the
leopard. More than 400 species of birds have been recorded in the park including
Eurasian migrants, which can be seen between October and April. Mount Meru
4565 m can be scaled in three to four days, with overnight accommodation in
alpine huts on your way up and down.
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KILIMANJARO NATIONAL PARK
“As wide as all the world, great, high and unbelievably white in the sun was the square top of Mount Kilimanjaro”, wrote Ernest Hemingway of this highest mountain in
Africa towering 5895 MASL. Situated near the town of Moshi in northern Tanzania, Mount Kilimanjaro rises from the dry plains, through a wide belt of forest and high alpine
heath to an almost bare desert and finally the snow capped summit, Uhuru Peak, just 3 degrees south of the Equator. One of the world’s highest free standing mountains,
Mt. Kilimanjaro is composed of three extinct volcanoes: Kibo 5895 MASL (19340 ft), Mawenzi 5149 MASL (16896 ft), and Shira 3962 MASL (13000 ft).
The ascent of Kilimanjaro can be done from six routes: Mweka, Umbwe, Shira, Rongai, Machame, and the Marangu Route which is the easier one and most popular.
Depending on which route one wants to use, the climb of Kilimanjaro can take between four nights to six nights on the mountain. The two most popular routes are
Marangu and Machame. On the Marangu Route, accommodation is in alpine huts while on Machame Route it is camping throughout. While expert guides and porters
will accompany you on your climb, no technical equipment is required on these routes.

Mt.Kilimanjaro Climbing Routes

MKOMAZI NATIONAL PARK
Bordering Kenya’s Tsavo West National Park in northeastern Tanzania, Mkomazi
which was commissioned as a Game Reserve in 1951 has been gazetted a National
Park from 2008.. Located to the east of Pare Mountains near Same town, about
190kms from Arusha, Mkomazi National Park lies along the edge of a semi-arid
savanna arc that stretches into Kenya’s Tsavo West, falling into the MkomaziTsavo Ecosystem, which is the second largest trans-boundry ecosystem in East
Africa after the famous Serengeti – Maasai Mara. Before coming under TANAPA
authority, Mkomazi, with an area of 3,245sq km, was managed by the government
as a game reserve. As a national park, Mkomazi have the potential to develop into
a glorious sanctuary where visitors will have the opportunity to explore more of the
Tanzania’s hidden natural treasures.
Umba River on Mkomazi’s south eastern border and other water holes keep the
park teeming with small and large mammals, including silver backed jackal, lion,
cheetah, leopard, giraffe, buffalo, elephant and zebra, with the rare gerenuk, lesser
kudu and fringe-eared oryx easily sighted. There is a sanctuary for the endangered
black rhino and another one for the wild dog created within the national park to
protect these rare species. The Mkomazi Rhino Sanctuary has attained international
renown for rehabilitating rhino, and it offers viewing and educational opportunities
for visitors. Mkomazi is a fascinating destination for bird watchers, boasting more
than 450 avian species including some Eurasian migratory species.
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Quite a few activities can be conducted in Mkomazi, including game drives, walking
safaris, mountain hikes and bird watching. Mkomazi can be visited throughout the
year, with late June to early September best for large mammal and bird watching,
Mkomazi National Park would smoothly fit into the Arusha - Usambara – Tanga –
Pangani - Saadani – Dar es Salaam / Zanzibar circuit, or may be visited as a single
destination from Arusha or after Kilimanjaro climbing.

TARANGIRE NATIONAL PARK
Tarangire National Park lies 120 km south of Arusha, along The Great North Road highway, and is very popular for day trips from the town. Tarangire offers a wide variety
of wildlife in its area of 2,850 sq. km. As in all ecosystems, the vegetation and the types of animals you find are closely correlated. The principal features of the park are
the flood plains and the grassland, mainly comprising of various types of acacia trees, and a few scattered baobabs, tamarind and the sausage trees.
The Tarangire River, after which the park is named, provides the only permanent water for wildlife in the area. When the Maasai Steppes dry up with the end of the long
rains in June, migratory animals return to the Tarangire River, making Tarangire National Park second only to Ngorongoro in the concentration of wildlife. This period
stretches between June and October and it is the best season for game viewing in Tarangire. The most common animals found in the park include zebras, wildebeest,
lions, leopards, waterbucks, giraffe, elephants, gazelles, impala, gerenuk, lesser kudu and the beautiful fringe-eared oryx. You may be lucky to spot the tree-climbing
python, for which the park is famous, or the greater kudu and the roan antelope which are rare species in Northern Tanzania. Over 550 bird species have been recorded
in the Park.

LAKE MANYARA NATIONAL PARK
Located 125 km west of Arusha town, nestling by the wall of the Great Rift Valley, Lake Manyara National Park is one of the oldest and most popular sanctuaries in East
Africa. The park has a large variety of habitats, making it possible to support a wealth of wildlife in its small area. The main habitats include the shallow soda lake itself
which occupies 77% of the National Park total area of 330 sq. km, the ground water forest, open grassland, acacia woodland and the rift wall. The most famous spectacle
in the park is the tree-climbing lions, which are occasionally seen along branches of acacia trees. Other animals found in the park include buffalo, elephants, leopards,
baboons, impala, giraffes, zebra, wildebeest, ostrich and hippos. Popularly referred to as an ornithologist’s paradise, Lake Manyara National Park contains over 400 bird
species found in most savanna and river habitats in East Africa. Common water birds to be seen here are pelicans, spoonbills, Egyptian geese, hammerkops and the
migratory flamingoes, which arrive in hundreds of thousands creating one of Africa’s great natural sights over the soda lake.

NGORONGORO CONSERVATION AREA
A UNESCO protected World Heritage Site and an International Biosphere Reserve, the Ngorongoro Conservation Area is situated some 190 km. west of Arusha town,
between Lake Manyara and Serengeti National Parks. Covering approximately 8,292 square km, the Ngorongoro Conservation Area consists of the Ngorongoro Crater
itself, the Olduvai Gorge and Ndutu, the Empakai crater and the Oldonyo Lengai Mountain which lies just outside the border in Lake Natron basin. The Ngorongoro
Conservation Area is a pioneering experiment in multi-purpose land use where people (the Maasai), their livestock and wildlife coexist and share the same protected
habitat. Wild animals are protected as in the National Parks. The craters of Ngorongoro and Empakai are reserved exclusively for wildlife, while the rest of the Conservation
Area is shared by wildlife, people and livestock. The Maasai, the main residents of Ngorongoro, are pastoralists who move widely with their herds of cattle, sheep, goat
and donkeys in search of pasture and water. In recent years the Maasai have been encouraged to work on the land outside the Conservation Area and supplement their
traditional diet of milk and meat.
The Ngorongoro Crater, which is the central attraction in the area, is the largest Caldera in the world that has its walls intact. The Ngorongoro Crater floor, a sheer drop of
610 metres below the crater rim, has an area of 304 sq. km, with a diameter of 19 km. The sight of the Ngorongoro Crater is simply stunning. “It is impossible to give a fair
description of the size and beauty of the Crater, for there is nothing with which one can compare it. It is one of the Wonders of the World…” once wrote Professor Bernhard
Grzimek. The crater floor is home to tens of thousands of plains animals, including wildebeest, zebra, gazelles, elands, and a large predator population of lions, hyena
and jackal which can all be viewed at close quarters. The rare black rhino can be viewed here, and if you are lucky you can see cheetah and leopard. The altitude at the
crater rim is about 2286 metres above sea level, and temperatures can get quite chilly in the evening, especially from May to September.

NDUTU
Ndutu is located in the Ngorongoro Conservation Area, in the southeastern plains of the Serengeti ecosystem. The plains around Ndutu are the main holding ground for
migratory animals where vast herds congregate and linger for more than four months, from December to April, before they start moving across the Serengeti in search
of greener pastures and water. Ndutu area forms an important part of the Serengeti ecosystem, in particular the short grass plains which provide calving grounds for
wildebeest and other migratory animals.

OLDUVAI GORGE
The Olduvai Gorge, popularly referred to as “The Cradle of Humankind”, is the site where in 1959 Dr. Louis Leakey discovered the skull of Zinjanthropus or
“Nutcracker Man” believed to have lived 1.75 million years ago. Later reclassified as Australopithecus boisei, this creature had a massive skull though small brained
(500 cc) with huge teeth. Several months later Dr. Leakey found another fossil hominid in the same layer of excavation, called Homo habilis or “handy man”, smaller
than the “Nutcracker Man” but with a larger brain (600 cc) and capable of making simple stone tools.

SERENGETI NATIONAL PARK
A World Heritage Site and recently proclaimed
a World Wide Wonder, Serengeti National Park
is undoubtedly one of the most famous wildlife
sanctuaries in the world. Covering an area of
14,763sq km, the park is located some 320 km to the
northwest of Arusha, lying in a high plateau between
the Ngorongoro highlands and the Kenya/ Tanzania
border, and extending almost to Lake Victoria to the
west. Aptly named “endless plains” by the Maasai
people, you immediately experience this vastness as
you enter the southeastern plains of the park from
Ngorongoro.
Declared a protected area in 1921 and gazetted as a
National park in 1951 Serengeti is the oldest National
Park in Tanzania, The principal features of the
Serengeti are the short and long grass plains in the
south and east, the acacia Savannah in the central
areas, the hilly and densely wooded areas in the
north and the extensive woodland in the west. There
is a variety of scenery, which include the plains,
lakes, hills and the rock outcrops called kopjes.
The main game drive areas in the Serengeti are the
Seronera Valley, the Western Corridor, and Lobo or
northern Serengeti. The Seronera valley in central
Serengeti, endowed with permanent surface water,
attract a large concentration of wildlife throughout
the year. Common animals that can be seen here
are lions, buffaloes, impalas, hippos, waterbucks,
elephants, cheetahs and the leopard.
From December to April, southeastern Serengeti
plains provide the best opportunities for game
viewing as hundreds of thousands of the migratory
animals are concentrated in this part attracted by the
short palatable grass.
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Between May and July, when drought sets in,
Serengeti is the site of one of the most breathtaking
events in the animal kingdom - the migration of
thousands of wildebeest heading southwest, north
or west in search of water and greener pastures.
The Lobo area remains rich in wildlife during the dry
months of August to November when most of the
game has moved from the grass plains in the south.

This is also true of the Western Corridor towards
Lake Victoria when the migration usually lingers in
the area between June and July. Serengeti provides
sanctuary to the highest concentration of plains
animals in the world, with an impressive population
of carnivores including lions, leopards, cheetah, and
spotted hyena. There are over 530 species of birds
in the Serengeti.

Coastal and Southern Circuit
DAR ES SALAAM CITY

Dar es Salaam, meaning The Haven of Peace in Arabic, has one of the best deep natural harbours in the world. From a small Swahili town in the middle of the 19th century,
Dar es Salaam has grown into a large metropolitan centre with a population of over 5,000,000 dwellers. The city population represents the over 120 tribes of Tanzania
with their different cultural backgrounds coming together, alongside the oriental civilizations from the Far and Middle East, South Asia, the Europeans including early
Portuguese visitors in the 16th Century, the Germans and later the British. All cultures at one time or another passed through Dar es Salaam. It is necessary to visit Dar es
Salaam to understand the secret of letting different cultures live together in absolute harmony.
Being the commercial capital of Tanzania, Dar es Salaam is also the main gateway to the nature reserves of southern Tanzania, which include the National Parks of
Nyerere (formerly Selous Game Reserve), Ruaha, Mikumi, Kitulo, Saadani, and Udzungwa Mountains. It also serves as a convenient connection for travel to the islands of
Mafia, Zanzibar and Pemba both by sea and air. A city tour of Dar es Salaam will take you to the National Museum, Nyerere Cultural Centre, the Village Museum, Mwenge
Wood Carvings Market, and the Magogoni Fish Market, among other interesting spots.

BAGAMOYO
Some 75 kilometres to the north of Dar es Salaam lies Bagamoyo, once the embarkation port for slaves from the hinterland, and later the first German colonial capital. It is
a place of considerable significance to world history, both as an entry point for Arab and European missionaries, explorers, and traders in East and Central Africa, and in
the history of the infamous slave trade. Bagamoyo is now being considered for inclusion as one of the World Heritage sites, to conserve and protect the fascinating Gothic
and Afro-Arabic architecture in this coastal settlement steeped in history. Tourist attractions include the Kaole ruins dating back to the 12th century thought to mark one of
the earliest contacts of Islam with Africa; the Old Fort built in 1860 for holding slaves for shipment to Zanzibar; the first Roman Catholic Church in East Africa built around
1868 used as a base to run a camp of about 650 freed slaves; the German colonial administration headquarters, the Boma, in the first capital of German East Africa; the
Mission Museum displaying history of Bagamoyo; and the Livingstone Memorial Church among others. Bagamoyo white sand beaches are considered some of the finest
on the whole of the East African coast.
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SAADANI NATIONAL PARK
Located only 130 km north of Dar es salaam and directly to the west of Zanzibar Island, Saadani is the only coastal wildlife sanctuary in East Africa, which not
only means relaxing on Indian Ocean beaches after each safari, but provides the opportunity to observe Africa’s big game and birdlife interacting with the sea.
Gazetted a National Park in 2002, Saadani measuring about 1100 sq. km in size, has a diverse population of mammals and birds. Elephant, leopard, lion, buffalo,
giraffe, wildebeest, zebra, colobus monkey, hippo, crocodile and the rare Roosevelt sable can be seen here. Saadani offers a choice of a game drive safari, nature
walk, and boat safari on the Wami River.

PANGANI
The name Pangani is derived from the river that runs through the northern part of this historical town flowing from the slopes of Mt. Kilimanjaro. Located about 50km
south of Tanga town, Pangani has a remarkable history dating back to the 15th century and traces of old buildings and monuments still can be seen. It was a trading port
dealing mainly with ivory and slaves. Several historical sites, in and around the town, serve as reminders of the strong Arabic influence, and the much later German and
British colonial era in Tanganyika. Currently Pangani is mainly a fishing town providing beautiful beaches with coconut trees.
For someone looking for a quiet vacation and an experience of African culture untouched by modern tourism, Pangani could be the place. A walking tour through the town
would include visits to some historical buildings of colonial and traditional Swahili architecture some over 200 years old; a former slave labor camp and slave market site
where Arabs traded slaves to India and Arabia; the Freedom Grounds; Islamic and German graves; ancient mosques and traditional houses. One will also see the street
“carpet” makers, woodcarvers, basket weavers, painters and other artisans sell a wide variety of hand made cultural items. Other places of interest in Pangani include the
Pangani River itself rich in bird life, the palm fringed sandy bay, and Maziwe Island (sandbank) Marine Reserve offering excellent waters for snorkeling.

NYERERE NATIONAL PARK (SELOUS GAME RESERVE)
Nyerere National Park is the northeastern part of the huge Selous Game Reserve
set aside for photographic safaris, which was upgraded to the national park status
in November 2019. The park was named after the first president of Tanzania, Mr
Julius Nyerere (late), in recognition for championing conservation and protection
of wildlife in the country. Nyerere National Park, is one of the most beautiful and
game-rich areas in the ecosystem of Selous Game Reserve, spanning the Rufiji
River basin in southeastern Tanzania.

cheetah, baboon, vervet and blue monkey, and the black and white colobus
monkey which can be viewed in riverine forests. About 440 species of birds both
resident and migratory have been observed in the national park.

With an area of about 30,893sqkm, Nyerere National Park is the largest national
park in Africa. It is perhaps one of the most pristine wildernesses still remaining in
Africa, with a wide variety of wildlife habitats, including open grasslands, Miombo
woodlands, swamps and riverine forests in the many tributaries of the mighty
Rufiji River which flows through the National Park to the Indian Ocean.

The park offers a wide variety of game viewing opportunities including the thrilling
experience of a walking safari in the company of an armed ranger. The many
waterways in the park provide an excellent natural setting for boat safaris, both
for big game viewing and bird watching. This is in addition to the game drives in
specially designed safari vehicles which, combined with boat and walking safaris,
offer an exciting and rich game viewing itinerary unique to Nyerere National Park.
The best time to visit is from June to October. During the long rains, between
March and May, some parts of the park are temporarily closed for game drives
due to poor accessibility.

Its wildlife is spectacular, with some of the largest population of mammals and
reptiles in Africa, including buffaloes, elephants, hippos and crocodiles which can
be seen here. Nyerere National Park, together with the remaining part of Selous
Game Reserve, is considered to be the last stronghold of the African wild dog.
Other common wildlife include the wildebeest, zebra, giraffe, eland, the greater
kudu, sable antelopes, waterbuck, impala, lion, leopard, the spotted hyena,
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Nyerere National Park is located in south eastern Tanzania, bordered by Mikumi
National Park to the northwest and Udzungwa Mountains National Park to the
west.

MIKUMI NATIONAL PARK
Sharing a common border and ecosystem with Nyerere National Park and the Selous to the south, Mikumi National Park is only three to four hours drive
from Dar es Salaam, lying astride the main highway to Zambia, and en route to the National Parks of Udzungwa Mountains, Ruaha and Kitulo. The main
feature of the park is the Mikumi flood plain, along with the mountain ranges that border the park on two sides. Open grasslands dominate in the flood
plain, eventually merging with the miombo woodland covering the lower hills. Mikumi National Park covers an area of 3,230 sq km, and is rich in wildlife
including buffalo, wildebeest, zebra, lion, elephant, impala, hippos, baboon, giraffe, warthog, waterbuck and eland which can be viewed throughout the
year. Reptiles including crocodile, monitor lizard and python are also resident in the park. Other animals that can be sighted although rare are the Sable
Antelope resident in the southern part of the park bordering Nyerere National Park and the Selous, the Greater Kudu, leopard, and the wild dog also
known as the African Hunting Dog. More than 400 bird species have been recorded, including European migrants during the rainy season.
Mikumi National Park is one the most popular visitor points sold from our Dar es Salaam branch office. Being close to Dar es Salaam on good road, day
trips are popular especially for those who have little time to spend an overnight there. But it is recommended to spend at least a night in Mikumi to enjoy
a fulfilling game drive in this beautiful park. A number of accommodation facilities are available in Mikumi.

RUAHA NATIONAL PARK
Ruaha National Park takes its name from the Ruaha River, which flows along its southeastern border. The river provides permanent water in the park, and during the dry
season animal concentration along its banks is spectacular. Ruaha National Park is about two to three hours drive from Iringa, a famous town on the Dar es Salaam to
Zambia highway. Covering an area of 20,226 square kilometers, Ruaha is the second largest National Park in Tanzania. Its borders were extended in 2008 to include
Usangu Game Reserve to protect the Ihefu wetlands and the Great Ruaha River catchment areas and biodiversity.
This unspoilt wilderness is rich in flora and fauna, and contains a wide variety of animals that includes Greater and Lesser Kudu, roan and sable antelopes, which are rarely
seen in most other game parks especially in Northern Tanzania. Ruaha National Park is famous for its herds of elephant and buffaloes. The Ruaha River, which plays an
important role in the ecosystem of the park, provides sanctuary to a large number of hippos and crocodiles. During the dry season the river attracts great quantities of
game including lions, leopard, hunting or wild dog, impala, waterbuck, warthog, giraffe, and elands. In the plains ostriches, cheetahs and Grants Gazelles can be seen. The
park is rich in bird life throughout the year, with over 550 bird species recorded. The best time for game viewing is during the dry season, from May to December. During
the wet months from January to April some tracks may not be accessible, but the park is a display of lush scenery with more than 1600 species of trees, wildflowers, and
is excellent for bird-watching.
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UDZUNGWA MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK

Harbouring one of East Africa’s great forests, Udzungwa Mountains National Park has an area of 1990 sq km, bordered by the Great Ruaha River to the north, with
Mikumi National Park, Selous Game Reserve and Nyerere National Park located further to the north and east. Protected as a national forest reserve until 1992 when it was
commissioned as National Park, Udzungwa Mountains is undoubtedly one of the few true virgin and unique forested lands remaining in the world. The major attractions
include its biologically diverse forest, harbouring some plant species found nowhere else in the world, from a tiny African violet to 30-metre high trees. Apart from the
forest, which acts as a water catchment area and having a large number of endemic species of both animals and plants, the park has spectacular mountains scenery,
grasslands, rocks, rivers and waterfalls. One of the most interesting sights is the presence of two indigenous species of primates, the Iringa red colobus monkey and the
Sanje Crested Mangabey, not known until 1979. Apart from providing habitat to about six species of primates, its plateau contains populations of elephants, buffalos, lions,
leopards, African hunting dogs and several forest bird species.
Walking safaris to the Sanje River waterfalls (170 metres) is one of the popular activities in this park. Udzungwa Mountains can conveniently be combined with game drives
in nearby Mikumi National Park, an hour·s drive to the north, or be included in the Ruaha National Park (4-5 hours drive) and Nyerere National Park itineraries. The park
can be visited throughout the year although it is a bit slippery during the wet rainy season. The dry season extends from June to October. The National Park has more
than 400 species of butterflies.
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KITULO NATIONAL PARK
Perched at around 2600 meters above sea level between the rugged peaks of the
Kipengere, Poroto and Livingstone mountains, the well-watered volcanic soils of
Kitulo support the largest and most important montane grassland community in
Tanzania. Referred by locals as The Garden of God, Kitulo National Park is “one of
the great floral spectacles of the world”, a rare botanical marvel and home to 350
species of vascular plants, including 45 varieties of terrestrial orchid, which erupt
into a riotous wildflower display of breathtaking scale and diversity during the main
rainy season of late November to April. One of the most important watersheds for
the Great Ruaha River, Kitulo is also the first national park in tropical Africa to be
gazetted largely for its floral significance of which more than 30 species endemic
to southern Tanzania. But Kitulo is also attractive for bird watching, home to rare
bird species. Big game is sparsely represented, though a few hardy mountain
reedbuck and eland still roam the open grassland.
Located about 100 kilometres from Mbeya town in Southern Tanzania, Kitulo
National Park (413 sq km) is a botanist and hiker’s paradise. Wild flowers displays
peak during the rainy season between December and April excellent time
for botanists, while the sunnier months of September to November are more
comfortable for hiking but less rewarding to botanists. Conditions are cold and
foggy from June to August. Accommodation is available in Mbeya town, or in two
public and special campsites on the plateau inside the park.
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MAFIA ISLAND
Located 120km or a 20 minute flight south of Dar es Salaam, Mafia Island is one of the most exciting diving and fishing areas in the world. The major tourist activities are
scuba diving, big game fishing, snorkeling, viewing whale sharks, beach and offshore excursions; it is a paradise for fishermen, divers and water sport lovers. The water
is beautifully transparent with fantastic views of the unspoiled coral reef; the variety of the coral permits an unimaginable quantity of fish, with diving and snorkeling sites
just a short boat ride away. Chole Bay and its surrounding forests and islands are now within the protected Mafia Island Marine Park.
With its fine sandy beaches, swaying palms and lush vegetation, Mafia is the ideal spot to relax and unwind after a safari tour in the game parks. Isolated islets and
beaches, lagoons, coves and channels provide many private swimming and picnicking hideaways. Chole Bay is perfect for windsurfing and laser sailing. Birdlife is
excellent and very different to the mainland parks that guests may have visited. The tidal flats and mangroves are always alive with coastal and sea birds and there are
many colourful woodland and forest species.
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ZANZIBAR ISLANDS (UNGUJA & PEMBA)
Set like a jewel in tranquil coral waters, only 20 minutes flight from Dar es
Salaam, is one of the world‘s most beautiful islands - Zanzibar. Its name evokes
a romantic past. To the shores of these islands came Summerians, Assyrians,
Hindus, Egyptians, Phoenicians, Arabians, Chinese, Malaysians, and the
Portuguese, all sailing in on Monsoon winds. From these shores the great
European explorers Burton, Speke, Livingstone, Krapf, Rebman, and Grant set
out on their voyages of discovery into the East and Central African hinterland.
The different races that have settled in Zanzibar over the centuries have left
an imprint on the people and the architecture. The “House of Wonders” and
the narrow streets of the Old Stone Town are just some of the vivid reminders
of the islands long and coloured history. Zanzibar is also the birthplace of
the fascinating Swahili culture with its elegant architecture, full of balconies,
courtyards, hand-carved doors and mosques. For centuries the historic spice
Islands of Zanzibar has evoked a mystical and magical dream. Fascinating
history, exotic spices, sandy beaches and hospitable people... this is the
enchantment of Zanzibar.
Different excursions are arranged while in Zanzibar. These include taking
visitors to spices plantations in the countryside where a variety of seasonal
spices, tropical fruits and medicinal herbs are grown. Detailed description of
the spices is given, and their uses in cooking and cosmetics. Guests will be
fascinated by the sheer number of spices produced, and by their incredible

value for many ailments. This is also the cheapest place to purchase spices
and oil extracts. Zanzibar is popularly referred to as the - Spice Islands. Another
popular excursion is the Zanzibar Stone Town Tour which is literally a travel into
history of this old capital of the Omani Sultans. Other excursions will include the
old slave caves in Mangapwani, the prison island, ruins of what was the palace
of the Sultan Said, the old slave market and many other historical places.
Zanzibar is an archipelago consisting of two main islands of Unguja (also
referred to as Zanzibar) and Pemba, and several other surrounding small islets.
Pemba island is located about 80km from Zanzibar Island (Unguja), about the
same distance directly east of Tanga on the Tanzanian mainland. With its hilly
landscape and altitude not exceeding 100 metres above sea level at its highest
point, Pemba Island is by size smaller and a less known destination than Unguja.
Named “The Green Island” by the early Arab sailors due to her dense and
lush vegetation, Pemba has more natural forests, plantations and grows more
cloves than her sister island of Zanzibar (Unguja) to the south. The interesting
point about Pemba is its wealth of natural resources ranging from beaches to
mangrove ecosystems to natural forests. The coral reefs surrounding the island
protect a massive amount of marine species and offer some of the best diving
spots in the world. While much of the coast is lined with mangroves, there are a
few amazing stretches of shoreline and enough attractive offshore islands with
pure, clean beaches and interesting bird-life.

Western Tourist Circuit
KIGOMA
Kigoma town is situated on the shores of the world’s longest and second deepest lake, Lake Tanganyika which forms the western border of Tanzania. Only 10 km from
Ujiji where journalist Henry Morton Stanley found the ailing Dr. David Livingstone and greeted him with the immortal words “ Dr. Livingstone, I Presume “, Kigoma town
is the main gateway to the remote Gombe Stream and the Mahale Mountains National Parks in western Tanzania.

GOMBE STREAM NATIONAL PARK
Gombe Stream National Park is situated in the western border of Tanzania, and is easily accessible by boat from Kigoma town which is 16 km to the south. With an area
of only 52 sq km, Gombe Stream is one of the smallest National Parks in Tanzania, comprising a narrow strip of mountainous country bounded in the east by the crest of
the Great Rift Valley escarpment, and in the west by Lake Tanganyika, the world’s longest and second deepest at 1400 meters deep.
Gombe Stream, like its sister game park of Mahale Mountains to the south, is a park without roads, where you can experience nature on foot accompanied by the park
guide. The park’s vegetation varies from the evergreen forests of tall trees to open woodlands and grasslands. The park’s most special feature is its chimpanzees, made
famous by Jane Goodall’s study. Chimpanzees are classed as one of the world’s endangered species, and is the primary visitor attraction in Gombe. Other common
mammals found are forest species, mostly primates including baboons, blue monkeys, vervet monkeys, red tailed monkeys and red colobus monkeys. There are more
200 species of birds in Gombe Stream National Park.
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MAHALE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK
Mahale Mountains National Park lies 120 km south of Kigoma town, on a peninsula in Lake Tanganyika on the western border of Tanzania. The park has an area of 1613
sq km and is dominated by the Mahale Mountains Chain running from north-west to south-east across the middle of the park, the highest peak, Mount Nkungwe, rising
2,462 meters above sea level. Its western boundary protects not only 63 kms of lakeshore but also the adjacent 1.6 km-wide strip of coastal waters. The park vegetation is
mainly Miombo woodland with narrow strips of riverine forests, some rain forest and savannah which provide habitat to a variety of animal species. Mahale Mountains like
its northerly neighbour Gombe Stream, is home to some Africa’s last remaining wild chimpanzees, with an estimated population of about 800, found in the rain forests of
Mahale together with other rain forest animals including the Angolan colobus monkey and other primates. Species found in Miombo woodland include roan antelopes,
sable antelopes and lichtenstein hartebeest, while the savannah provide habitat to warthogs, giraffes, grant’s zebras, hyenas and lions. About 82 species of mammals
have been recorded in Mahale, a remote park accessible only by boat or light aircraft. The park is rich in bird life with over 350 bird species recorded. Mahale is bordered
to the west by Lake Tanganyika, the world’s longest, second deepest and perhaps least-polluted freshwater lake, which harbour a variety of fish species, with about 250
species found nowhere else on earth. Mahale offers a variety of attractions for visitors, from tracking chimpanzees, to mountain climbing, snorkeling, fishing, kayaking and
relaxing on pristine, white, sandy beaches of Lake Tanganyika.

43

KATAVI NATIONAL PARK
Covering an area of 4471 sq km, Katavi National Park is located about 40km from Mpanda town in southwest Tanzania, to the east of Lake Tanganyika, lying within
a truncated arm of the Great Rift Valley that terminates in the shallow expanse of Lake Rukwa.
A true wilderness and seldom visited, Katavi is one of the few parks with the highest biodiversity in Africa. The main vegetation of the park is Miombo woodland with
scattered Acacia trees near Lake Chada. The focus for game viewing within the park is the Katuma River and associated floodplains such as the seasonal Lakes
Katavi and Chada. During the rainy season, these lush, marshy lakes are a haven for myriad water birds, and they also support Tanzania’s densest concentrations of
hippo and crocodile. During the dry season, when the flood waters retreat, Katuma River forms the only source of drinking water for miles around, and the flanking
floodplains support game concentrations that defy belief. An estimated 4,000 elephants might converge on the area, together with several herds of 1,000-plus
buffalo, while an abundance of giraffe, zebra, impala and reedbuck provide easy pickings for the numerous lion prides and spotted hyena clans whose territories
converge on the floodplains. Also to be seen are elands and the rare sable and roan antelopes.

Some Wildlife of Tanzania
LEOPARD - Leopards are solitary animals, the male
only associating with female when she is in season.
The Leopard is active by day and night, but where
hunted, it remains very secretive and nocturnal.
Leopards are traditionally one of the most dangerous
of the wild cats. Its sense of hearing is exceptional.
Whereas the cheetah hunts by speed, the leopard
catches its prey by careful, stealthy stalking. The
leopard sleeps in trees and among rocks and can
be seen in all National Parks and game reserves.
LION - Rarely alone, lions usually live in family
groups. Lions have very good sight, a sharp sense
of hearing and good sense of scent. Lions usually
hunt at night but you may be lucky enough to
see a kill during the day. Lions normally hunt as
a team, by stealthily stalking their prey, crouching
low to the ground before rushing for the kill when
close enough. Weighing up to 200 kgs, a lion is
exceptionally strong and can bring down a large
animal like a buffalo that is four times its weight.
Lions can be observed in most of the Tanzania
National Parks and game reserves.
CHEETAH - The cheetah, sometimes mistaken for a
leopard, is a more lightly built animal, distinguished
easily by dark “tear marks.” Female cheetahs are
always solitary but males sometimes form groups
of two or three. Cheetahs are specialised predators
relying on a concealed approach to prey, followed
by a swift chase, reaching up to 110 kph. Cheetahs
rely on speed and eyesight which is outstanding,
and do not hunt at night.Unlike the lion, they do not
hunt jointly. The typical habitat is open plains like
the Serengeti.

BUFFALO - Buffaloes can be seen in mixed
breeding herds or in small all-male groups of old
bulls or sometimes alone. They are entirely grazers,
but generally avoid the open grass plains, preferring
the bush country for shade during the day, and are
especially fond of wallowing. They are rarely found
far from water, as they also need to drink regularly.
Buffaloes weigh up to 800 kgs and carry massive,
heavily bossed horns. If lions are bold enough to
approach a herd, the bulls form a ring with the
cows and calves in the centre and usually drive the
lions away. Their sense of smell is very good, while
hearing and sight are moderate.
FLAMINGOES - Flamingoes are migratory birds,
with unpredictable movements, arriving in hundreds
of thousands. Lesser flamingos are smaller than
the greater flamingos, and their plumage, with
colour resulting from their diets, are much pinker.
Flamingoes are common in soda lakes and can
be observed in Lake Manyara, Lake Magadi in
the Ngorongoro Crater, and Lake Natron which is
believed to be the world’s most important breeding
site for the Lesser Flamingoes.
BLACK RHINOCEROS – Black rhinos are usually
solitary as adults, with the most stable association
being that of a mother and calf. Black rhinos are
browsers and have pointed prehensile lips adapted
for browsing off thorny shrubs. They feed at night,
dawn, and dusk, resting during the heat of the
day. They have a good sense of hearing and smell
(scenting over several kilometres) but their sight is
poor at more than 30 metres. Rhinos weigh up to
1600kgs and can live up to 40 years. Rhinos are an
endangered species, but can easily be observed
in the Ngorongoro Crater floor, Mkomazi National
Park breeding centre, and in the Serengeti.
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OSTRICH - The Ostrich is the world’s largest bird
and the only flightless bird native to Africa. Males
are black and white, with naked necks and thighs.
Ostriches are very fast runners and are able to
maintain their pace for a considerable time. This
together with the ability to swerve sharply enables
them to outwit predators.
AFRICAN ELEPHANT - Elephants are the largest
living land mammals, weighing up to 6 tons. Daily
food requirements, depending on body size is
100 to 200kg and they can drink up to 200 litres
of water. Like the lion, the social system of the
elephant is based on close family kin. Daughters
remain in the same family as their mothers and
grandmothers whilst males leave once they reach
adolescence. Senses of scent and hearing are
very good and sight is moderate. If you watch a
female herd you may be able to spot the matriarch.
Usually this oldest and largest animal acts as the
leader, particularly during defence when she will
govern the course of action. Elephants can live up
to 60 years.

WILDEBEEST - Wildebeest live in large herds and
are good grazers. Large concentrations quickly
exhaust a pasture and so wildebeest aggregations
have to keep moving, a phenomenon which is very
pronounced in the Serengeti. In the Serengeti,
the migration is a continuous quest for greener
pastures and water, taking the wildebeest over
an annual circuit of 800 kms. They have excellent
sense of sight and hearing. Wildebeest have many
predators, including lions, cheetahs, hunting dogs
and hyenas.
GIRAFFE - Giraffe feed almost exclusively on the
tender leaves of acacia trees and they are rarely
seen anywhere but in areas where these trees
grow. For all its great length, the giraffe’s neck has
only seven vertebrae, the same as man. A male
giraffe weighs about 800 kgs and stands three and
half meters at the shoulders and about 6 metres at
the crown. Giraffes have good eyesight (over 1 km)
and can distinguish colours. They protect their
young from lions by powerful kicks. Giraffe walk
with a characteristic gait that brings both limbs on
the same side forward together.

Air Options
BALLOON SAFARIS IN SERENGETI, NDUTU & TARANGIRE
A popular addition to your stay in Ndutu, and in the Serengeti or Tarangire National Parks as is a balloon
safari. Launching at dawn, your balloon rises as the sun rises, floating gently over the savannah and
wildlife. The flight takes about an hour, and on landing you will be met with a traditional champagne
celebration and served an Out of Africa bush breakfast prepared at the site. Thereafter continue with
game drives and day’s planned activities.

DOMESTIC AIR TRANSPORT
There are daily scheduled flights linking key tourist gateways to various destinations and popular locations
in Tanzania, including the game parks and the islands of Zanzibar, Pemba and Mafia. Leopard Tours has
agreements with local air transportation companies, operating charter and scheduled flights, to guard
against unnecessary price fluctuations. Most game parks and towns have air strips accessible by smaller
planes.

INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES
Kilimanjaro International Airport (JRO), located less than 50 minutes drive from Arusha and Moshi
towns in northern Tanzania, is served by international carriers including KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, Qatar
Airways, Turkish Airlines, Kenya Airways and Ethiopian Airlines which also fly to Dar es Salaam. Visitors
to the southern parks, the beaches and Zanzibar may use a number of international airlines that service
Julius Nyerere International Airport (JNIA) formerly Dar es Salaam International Airport. Zanzibar is now a
major destination and is also served by international air carriers. Visitors combining Kenya and Tanzania
and arriving via Nairobi may use Jomo Kenyatta International Airport (JKIA) where there are daily flights
connecting to Kilimanjaro (JRO), Dar es Salaam (JNIA) and Zanzibar. And for visitors preferring to travel
overland from Nairobi to northern Tanzania game parks, Leopard Tours would be pleased to arrange a
suitable road transfer for them.

TRAVEL INFORMATION
PASSPORTS & VISA
All visitors to Tanzania require a return or onward ticket and
a valid passport with an entry or re-entry visa, duly endorsed.
Visas are not required for visitors from some member
countries of Commonwealth and other specified countries.
Visas can be applied online or obtained from any Tanzania
Diplomatic Mission or Consulate abroad, and at main entry
points including international airports, sea ports and border
posts.
HEALTH
Visitors originating from or transiting through countries
endemic with yellow fever are required to produce valid
yellow fever vaccination certificates at entry points. Visitors
are advised to take anti-malaria tablets and make use of
mosquito nets and insect sprays where provided. Visitors are
also advised to obtain travel and medical insurance.
CUSTOMS
Personal effects including binoculars, cameras, film, may be
imported (temporarily) free of duty. A custom bond may be
demanded from visitors bringing in professional video/filming
equipment, radios, tape recorders and musical instruments
to ensure the goods are re- exported. Firearms require a
special permit that should be obtained in advance. Visitors
buying local handicrafts must keep cash sales receipts and
ownership certificates for wildlife trophies for presentation to
Customs officials on departure.
CURRENCY
Tanzania Shilling is the official currency of the United Republic
of Tanzania. It is against the law to import or export Tanzania
Shilling. Visitors can bring with them any amount of foreign
currency up to the equivalent of USD 10,000 but amounts
above this have to be declared on arrival or departure. Foreign
currency may be exchanged at the commercial banks,
authorised dealers, or at the bureaux de change operating at
the international airports and major towns. Your local driverguide will be in hand to assist. It is illegal to exchange money
to individuals who are not authorised dealers.
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US dollar bills, Pound Sterling and Euros, as well as Visa and
MasterCard are accepted in most hotels and lodges, and
in tourist attractions areas. American Express is not widely
accepted even by major hotels. Cash can be withdrawn
from ATMs in major towns using Visa and MasterCard.
Small denomination USD bills are useful for miscellaneous
expenses on safari but change will be given in Tanzania
Shillings.
DEPARTURES
An airport tax is levied on all visitors departing the country
by air. In most instances, this fee is included in passenger’s
airline ticket. Baggage is weighed at check-in counters and
may be inspected by Customs. Airport departure tax for
domestic flights is also applicable. All taxes are subject to
change. There is no departure tax when traveling by road.
LUGGAGE
Safari vehicles and small aircraft provide limited space for
luggage. It is therefore recommended to travel with light softsided bags since bulky suitcases will overload and might not
be taken on board.
CLIMATE
Situated on the east coast of Africa just south of the
Equator, Tanzania enjoys a tropical climate constantly warm
throughout the year, humid at the coast, fresh and bracing in
the highlands, and tempered by Indian Ocean breezes on the
islands. In the northern highlands around Arusha, Ngorongoro,
Mt Kilimanjaro and Usambara, and in the southern highlands
around Iringa and Mbeya area, the climate is temperate and
cooler between June and September. The warmest period is
between October and February.
Twice yearly rainy seasons, short rains from November to
January and long rains between March and May, bring the
vital green seasons to the bush and help to maintain the
abundant wildlife and big game for which Tanzania is justly
world famous.

skirts are most suitable. Some warm clothing is needed in the
higher altitude areas around Usambara, Ngorongoro Crater,
Mount Kilimanjaro, Arusha and the southern highlands –
especially in the evening and early morning. Comfortable
walking shoes are recommended on safari and guests are
advised to carry some insect repellents and sunscreens. In
Zanzibar visitors are requested to dress modestly; swim suits,
mini skirts and other revealing clothing should not be worn
outside hotels, beaches and resorts.
SOUVENIRS
Tanzania offers a myriad of opportunities for souvenirs,
including rare gemstones like Tanzanite. Tanzanite, the native
gemstone of Tanzania, is sold in most gemstone shops
alongside other locally mined stones like Ruby, Rhodolite
and Tourmaline. Tanzanite was named after Tanzania, and
was first discovered in 1967, in Arusha which, to date, remains
the only commercially viable source in the world. Local curios
like the bold Makonde carvings, Tinga Tinga works, batiks
and the famous miniature Zanzibar chests are available at
very reasonable prices.
LANGUAGE
The national language is Kiswahili but English is widely
spoken and is the language of the tourist trade and other
international businesses. Leopard Tours, however, boasts of
a number of multi-lingual operations staff and driver-guides.
AIR TRAVEL
Several international airlines operate in and out of Tanzania
through Dar es Salaam, Kilimanjaro and Zanzibar International
Airports. Travel within the country is by Precision Air, Regional
Air, Air Excel, Coastal Aviation, Auric Air, As Salaam Air, and
the national airline, Air Tanzania.
FLYING DOCTOR MEMBERSHIP
A temporary AMREF Flying Doctors membership is
recommended to cover air medical evacuation to Nairobi.

CLOTHING

TIME - Tanzania has only one time zone. Local time is GMT +
3 and Daylight Savings Time is not used.

Light tropical clothes, especially cotton slacks, shirts and

ELECTRICITY - 215 – 230 Volts, 50 Cycles AC

Leopard Tours and the Community
Since its inception, in 1985, Leopard Tours has been aware of the need of sharing
benefits realized from our tour operations with the Tanzania community. Being
a Tanzanian company, “born and raised in Tanzania”, we have the obligation to
contribute to the well being of the Tanzania community which we are part of.
Over the years we have tried to quietly support the local community in our own
small way, with no intention whatsoever for publicity. Our support was, and still is,
directed towards healthcare, education, drinking water and the environment.

Healthcare
Leopard Tours has participated in building a dispensary in Moshi town on the
foot of Mount Kilimanjaro about 80 kilometres from Arusha town. This
dispensary is available for all in need of medical services, and for those
who are completely unable to pay for their medical bills the dispensary is
forwarding the bills to Leopard Tours.
This is an arrangement which makes it possible for those disadvantaged to
be able to access medical services at the dispensary. Leopard Tours is in
the mailing of most charity organisations and hospitals within the country,
as we are involved in supporting individuals who seek and need medical
attention both overseas and locally but are unable to pay for it. We have
helped a number of Tanzanians, particularly those with heart ailments, to
travel to India for surgery, paying for all their travel and medical expenses.

Education
Leopard Tours is supporting a few orphanages and individual orphans in
Tanzania with their educational needs. We have a fund dedicated to this
section of the population and to other underprivileged individual boys and
girls whom we are paying for their education from primary school through
to the university level.

Environment
Leopard Tours is dedicated to tree planting within Arusha town and we
been awarded a certifi cate of recognition by the Municipality. We are
doing this both to beautify the town and as our contribution in keeping the
world green.

Leopard Foundation
Building on our past community projects and as a way of commemorating the
founding of Leopard Tours in 1985, we have gone a step further and launched
Leopard Tours Foundation in July 2015 to help us coordinate our philanthropic
commitments. This is an independent organisation run by a Board of Trustees.
Leopard Foundation has since overseen several projects in different parts of
Tanzania. Among the projects which have been completed are the boreholes in
Malindi, Kilwa and Kigoma for drinking water, and donation of desks for primary
schools. The foundation is currently renovating the laboratory for HIV tests at the
regional Mount Meru Hospital in Arusha.

Memories of Tanzania…and Leopard Tours
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8-Seater Microbus for Transfers
4x4 Classic Safari Vehicle - Landcruiser (6 Window Seats)

Seating Configuration in 4x4 Safari Vehicle for Classic Safari Vehicle

4x4 Signature Safari Vehicle - Landcruiser (4 Window Seats)

Seating Configuration in 4x4 Safari Vehicle for Signature Safari Vehicle

Great People for Memorable Safaris
ARUSHA HEAD OFFICE
Nelson Mandela Road Plot No. 17
P.O. Box 1638, Arusha, Tanzania
Tel: (+255 27) 254 8441
Mobile/ Whatsapp: +255 694 141 243
Email: leopardtours@leopardtours.co.tz

DAR ES SALAAM BRANCH
Nyerere Road, Plot No. 63 Gerezani
P.O. Box 979, Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania
Tel: (+255 22) 218 2286
Mobile/ Whatsapp: +255 786 806 606
Email: daroffice@leopardtours.co.tz

NGORONGORO OUTPOST
P.O. Box 1638, Arusha, Tanzania
Tel: (+255 27) 253 7024

J.K NYERERE INT’L AIRPORT
Mobile: +255 652 966 669
Email: darairport3@leopard-tours.com

ZANZIBAR
Tel: (+255 24) 223 8752
Mobile: +255 621 858 467
Email: znz@leopard-tours.com
KILIMANJARO INT’L AIRPORT
Tel: (+255 27) 255 4272
Mobile: +255 786 786 077

www.leopard-tours.com

